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Introduction
This little booklet is just a collections of information and completed projects Helga collected
about Paper-Cutting. In German it is call "scherenschnitte” and pronounced 'shar-on-schnit’. In
America it is often called "Paper Silhouettes"

Helga grew up in Germany. In Germany, children are often given scissors and paper and
instructed in how to cut out different designs. In US, Helga became a German teacher and
when teaching young students, she would use both music and art to instruct the German
language and culture.

In 1991, an organization that Helga and Hans belonged to, the "German and Texan Heritage
Society" inherited an old building in Austin Texas. The building used to be a "German Free
School”. The society slowly renovated the building and re-started a school to teach German,
the language and the culture. Helga would teach classes and again used Paper-cutting as a
teaching aide. Often the School would have events open to the public. Helga and Hans
volunteered to organized and instruct a booth where the public could learn about German
"scherenschnitte” and also pickup scissors and try it for themselves.

Types of Scherenschnitte

Helga used four types of 'scherenschnitte”;

1) a single mirror pattern that just required a single fold than cutting along the line (the fish or
heart),

2) a string of repeat pattern that is made by folding the paper into an according and cutting
along the line (the paper dolls)

3)a multi mirror pattern that required folding the paper into fours and then cutting a random
pattern (snow flake)

4) design that Helga made to commemorate the German Texan Society. A flag pinnate with
Texas of one side and German on the other side.
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Fish: Single fold and cut along line

Cut out, now embellish
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Fish: A completed project that Helga kept

String of Dolls instructions
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Template that Helga developed
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Cut along the lines and do not separate and embellish




Helgas Paper Cutting 220114 booklet
Pinnate with Texas and German Flag
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The following are other projects that Helga kept as memories

Snow Flake finished project with String of angels and String of Christmas trees
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Butterfly
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Even Helga's Granddaughter gave "scherenschnitte” a try
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Reference materials that Helga used:
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Folk Art of
Switzerland and Germany

German culture, too, has a special word for paper cut-out
designs. It is “sch hnitte” (p d shér-on-schnit).

Papercutting as it has developed in Germany varies
from the Polish in many ways. Chiefly, it appears to be less
p >us, more pr ditated. The Germans rely more
on silhouette than on colored detail. They like their scenes
to be realistic rather than stylized. They often employ

hanical instr — p rulers, punch awls
— to help in constructing the composition. But the end re-
sult is no less ing or painstakingly detailed than the
work of their Polish neighbors.

In the early days of cutting in Germany there was also
a religious theme to the work, perhaps because the develop-
ment of religious sects stirred so much interest. Or perhaps
it can be attributed to the fact that paper and vellum were
not widely available except to monasteries. In addition,
monasteries tended to be located permanently in safe places
where delicate works of paper art could be kept intact for

centuries; and perhaps that is the reason why these

religious works are the ones that
have survived to
modern times. 4
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Solvang hde = Papirklip

Hearts & Flowers

6 @ﬂ/‘t’/]/ GSatterns and Instructions to- creaée«(yoaf owry
Fradiitional Danish Loper- Gut Decorations

Finished designs range from 44"’ high Printed on Snowy White Paper Stock — Ready to Cut or Copy
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