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Introduction 
Hans, Helga, and their daughter Bettina were living in Weisbaden West Germany.  Hans was 

stationed at Rhein Main Air Base.  In November 1962 Hans received order to be stationed at 

Walker Air Force Base in Roswell New Mexico USA.  Hans left in November, but Helga and 

Bettina did not move until December.  Once in Roswell, they moved into off-base housing at 

602 Redwood Street.  They lived here until November 1966, when Hans received orders to be 

stationed in Upper Heyford, England, United Kingdom and the family moved to Banbury, 

England. 

 

This compendium is different that some compendiums.  Helga put together two detailed album 

with plenty captions and extra information.  So the first section is a recreation of these two 

albums as close as possible to Helga's effort. 

 

During their time in New Mexico, Hans and Helga went on several trips within New Mexico 

and Mexico and these trips are included in this compendium set. 

 

Hans and Helga were heavily involved in several hobbies and activities.  Enough that these are 

addressed in more detail in their own compendiums or pamphlets.  Examples are: 

Cave exploration, or spelunking 

Death of Erika and Peter 

Skiing in Sierra Blanca Mountains at Ruidoso Downs, which includes being on rescue squads. 

Brewing Beer and Wine Making 

Christening Pillow - von Schweinitz family 

Hans' Air Force Career and TDY's 

     AF Skiing competition in Utah 

     NCO School Graduation 

 

Compendium BOOK A contains Pages 1-71 are from the first album which starts with arriving 

in December 1962 in the US and traveling to Roswell New Mexico.  Ends in December 1965.  

Compendium BOOK B contains pages 72-114 are from the second album which starts late 1965 

and goes to the move in December 1966 to England, via Wisconsin. 

Compendium BOOK C and D contain extra photos from Redwood, Roswell, and New Mexico 

that were not included in the albums 

Compendium BOOK E contain the extra photos about travels to locations like Mexico and 

Colorado. 

 

Page 

001  Leaving Germany article 

002 Way to Roswell, Play escape, Dec 1962 

003 Welcome to Mexico Tumbleweed 

004 Xmas 1962 Dress w/band, cleaning 

005 Redwood 1962/3 

006 Redwood, Yucca, Lederhose standing 
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007 Redwood inside 

008 Redwood backyard building 

009 Redwood Puschkin, friends, Swing set 

010 Redwood Puschkin, sunflowers, inside 

011 Tina Redwood 

012 AF Picnic 1963, white sands 

013 AF Picnic 1963, Tina 1962 Dec 

014 AF Hans photo eq 

015 Roswell aerial 

016 Xmas 1962 Kitchen 

017 AF Picnic 1963 

018 Santo Domingo Indian Reservation/Pueblo 

019 White Sands 1963 

020 Bird nest, Redwood 

021 Friends in bathtub, Tina games 

022 Acapulco, Jun 1964 

023 Acapulco Jun 1964 

024 Guten Nacht Tina 

025 Hans Juarez 1964, AF, Family summer 1964 

026 1964 Redwood, Bike, Friends, Pose photos, patio 

027 1964 June Pyramid Mexico/Acapulco 

028 1964 June Horse rides, Acapulco 

029 Kindergarten School 1964, Newspaper article 

030 27May1964, Bettina Kindergarten, Continuation exercise 

031 Hans in Mexico, High diver 1964, Acapulco 

032 Acapulco Hilton Price list 

033 Ruidoso Downs horse races 1965 

034 Mexico City June 1964 

035 Yucatan Pyramids 1964 June 

036 Hotel Sevilla, Mexico, Telegram June 1964 

037 Redwood BBQ 1964 

038 Hans Sep/Oct 1963 Trip to Mexico, Acapulco, etc, post cards 

039 3Oct murder 1964, Erika and Peter, articles 

040 Erika and Peter 

041 Erika and Peter grave 

042 Thomas Lewis conductor 

043 Thomas Lewis conductor 

044 24 Dec 1964 Chris born 

045 Dec 1964 Belated Christmas 

046 Aug 1965 Chris outside and walking? 

047 23 may 1965 Chris Baptism 

048 Easter 1965 (apr) and wi/pipi 

049 1965 Jan Chris in Winter Pajamas 
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050 Tina in backyard 1965, dark sweater 

051 Feb 1965 Cross on Old Baldy, Sierra Blanca, Hans and Berry 

052 1964/65 Skiing, Sierra Blanca, Utah competition, Rescue squad, Hans 

053 1964/65 Skiing, Sierra Blanca, Utah competition, Rescue squad, Hans 

054 1964/65 Skiing, Sierra Blanca, Utah competition, Rescue squad, Hans 

055 1964/65 Skiing, Sierra Blanca, Utah competition, Rescue squad, Hans 

056 1964/65 Skiing, Sierra Blanca, Utah competition, Rescue squad, Hans 

057 Hunting, Chris Herman Remembrance 

058 Barry Konneker family 

059 Playtime Redwood, Helga & Tina citizenship photo 

060 NCO School June 1965 graduation 

061 Tina on Skates 

062 Tina first day of School (1st grade) etc 

063 Chris outdoor bath 1965 

064 Chris w/RockHorse, playpen etc 

065 Chris playing w/pipi and skateboard 

066 Tina's birthday Oct 1965 

067 Tina's birthday Oct 1965 

068 Tina's birthday Oct 1965 

069 Chris in Playpen outside 

070 Chris walking late 1965, early 1966 

071 Dec 1965, photo family, and Great Pyrenees dog Oct 1965 

072 Hunting Sep/Oct 1965 

073 Cave of Madonna Nov 1965 article 

074 Cave of Madonna Fall 1965 first trip, discovery 

075 Cave of Madonna Fall 1965 pre for 2nd, patches, fall 1965 

076 Hail fall 1965, Hans and Tina Portrait Nov 1965 

077 Cave of Madonna 2nd trip late fall 1965 

078 Hidden Cave NM Fall 1965 

079 Targas cave NM Fall 1965 

080 Cottonwood cave NM Fall 1965 

081 Cottonwood cave NM Fall 1965 map 

082 Carlsbad caverns map 

083 Cottonwood cave fall 1965 

084 Cottonwood cave fall 1965 

085 Fort Stanton NM Fall 1965 

086 Fort Stanton NM Fall 1965 map 

087 Fort Stanton NM Fall 1965 photos 

088 Fort Stanton NM w/Boy scouts fall 1965 

089 Fort Stanton cave w/boy scouts fall 1965 

090 Chis 1st birthday 24dec1965 w/cake.  Jan 1966 chris walks 

091 Ski Patrol and Patch 1965/66 Sierra Blanca 

092 Sierra Blanca Skiing 1965/66 
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093 Sierra Blanca Skiing 1965/66 

094 Sierra Blanca Skiing 1965/66 

095 Sierra Blanca Skiing 1965/66 

096 Ski team Ogden Utah Feb 1966 

097 Ski Team Ogden Utah feb 1966, also art show photo 10 dec 1965 

098 Chris first hair cut, apr 1966 

099 Easter 1966 

100 Chris cowboy etc 

101 Chris corn-on-cob 

102 Chris and tina at play, etc 

103 Concert May 1966, conductor Tom Lewis 

104 May 1966 Passport, concert, Dean's list, citizenship Sep 1966 

105 White Sands 1966 

106 Tumbleweed 1965 on base 

107 Tinas 7th birthday 9oct1966m Ilse fiery punch 

108 Bitter Lake NM, move Nov 1966 

109 Family Xmas photo 1966 

110 1966 photo lab, xmas 1966 at Ilse, Photo of Madonna cave in card 

111 Chris in tub, move out 1966 

112 Train big Chief Jan 1967 to Milwaukee 

113 Chicago Jan 1967 

114 Milwaukee, west Allis Jan 1967 
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November 1962, in Herforder Blatt this article appeared "Bettina will see Indians" about the 

families move to New Mexico USA. 

 
Passport photos.  Bettina traveled on Helga's passport.  Hans was already an US Citizen, but 

Helga and Bettina were still German citizens and required an entry visa and green card.  Bettina 

traveled on Helga's German Passport. 
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pg2 December 1962 on drive from East Coast to Roswell New 

Mexico. 

Hans and Bettina playing on play set outside of Diner. 
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Rest stop at over look 
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pg3 Welcome to the "Land of Enchantment" New Mexico 

 
pg4 Roswell Christmas 1962 
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Bettina and Hans 

 
 

 
Helga and Bettina 
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Dust storm behind the house over the cotton field 

 
Dale Bellamah "Crackerboxes" Redwood Street 

 
Roswell, Main Street 

 
The front of our house 602 Redwood Street.  Hans and Bettina 
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Helga, Bettina, and VW Bug 

pg6 

 
Hinten.  Back of our house 

 
A gift from Thomas Lewis, Conductor 

 
Small, but has character (interesting) 
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Blühende Jucca in Texas, aufgenommen während einer der 

überlichen Schnaps fahrten nach Juarez Mexico. 

Blooming Yucca in Texas, taken during one of our usual 

booze trips to Juarez Mexico. 

 
Lederhose und Stetson. Vater und Tochter passen sich der 

Umgebung an. 

Leather pants and Stetson. Father and daughter adapt to the 

environment. 

 

pg07 
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Our house becomes our home 

 
Helga and Bettina 

 
Hans and Bettina in front of TV 

 
1964 Helga pregnant with Christopher 
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Hans in Master bedroom 

 
Hans in Bettina's bedroom playing Cowboys. 

pg 8 

 
Bettina helping to build Fence and flowerbeds. 
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Wäsche flattert uns voran.  Washing flying in the wind 

 
Tina enjoys the wind 
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The lawn has to be put in 

 
A day of work and of dust.  A bath at night is a must. 

pg9 
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We have a dog called Puschkin, who likes to sniff on radishes 

 
Puschkin 

 
Danny, David, Tina, Randy Orsby, Karl 
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Billy "The Kid" and Tina on "horses" 

 
Billy and Tina 
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Billy and Tina 

 
Tina 

Pg10 
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1964 Winter snow 

 
Hans in back flowerbeds. Sunflowers and etc 

 
Hans, Tina and Puschkin.  Pusckin died September 1963. 
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Helga and Bettina in living room. 

 
One family bathroom. 

pg11 

 
Tina 1963 
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Tina and Hans 

 
croppduster über dem Baumwollfeld hinter unserem Haus 

1963.  Crop duster over the cotton fields behind our house. 

 
Bettina fühlt sich noch ausgestoβen von den englisch-

sprechenden Nachbarkindern und höskt sich mit Puppen.  

Bettina still feels rejected by the English-speaking children 

next door and cuddles with dolls. 
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600 Redwood, they purchased the house next door as 

investment rental 

 
602 Redwood, their house 

pg12 

 
Hans and his co-airman on picnic 
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Hans and co-airman at play during picnic 1963 

 

pg13 

 
Tina climbing up sand dune at White Sands 
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1963 Photolab crew auf einem Picknick. Back row left to 

right: George, Jordan, Buhel, Crabtree, Cherry, Hans, 

Johnson.  Front row Freehmum, Schneider, Neumaum, 

Watson, Willipo, Reinardy 

 
December 1962  Bettina hatte in ihrer neuen Heimat Amerika 

zuest ein ganz unklares Bild von ihrer Welt.  Bettina at first 

had an unclear view of her new world in Amerika. 
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pg14 

 
Dez 1962: Hans wechselt sein "careerfield": Photography.  

Hans changes his career field to Photography. 

pg15 

 
Hans brought home an aerial photo of Roswell, and Helga 

indicated "unser Häuser" our houses 602 Redwood = 

homestead and 600 Redwood = rental investment. 

pg16 
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Tina in 'her' kitchen 

 
Helga helping Tina in 'her' kitchen 

 
Tina helping Helga in 'Helga's" kitchen 
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Helga in kitchen 

 
Helga and Tina in 1962 christmas 

 
Hans and Tina in 1962 Christmas 
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Tina putting her Christmas presents into her Toy box. 

 

pg17 

 
More photos of Hans and co-airman at play during picnic 

1963, Walker AFB NM 
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Santo Domingo Pueblo.   
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Helga, Tina, Gerda Kruse-von Paliske (school friend of 

Helga) and Chief's wife 

 

 

 
Die Indianer schmücken sich mit Massen von Türkis, 

besonders die Männer.  The Indians adorn themselves with 

masses of turquoise, especially the men. 

pg19 



 New Mexico 1962-1966 Photo Compendium Book A pg36 

 

 
White Sands NM 1963  Hans 
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Folded paper for finger game 

 

pg20 

 
Hans preparing to take photos of nesting birds. 

Und Hans muβ sie gleich belinsen. 
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Success. One of multiple action shots. 

Unter unserem Hausgiebel niesten Schwalben! 1964 

 

pg21 

 
Im Planschbecken  im Garten.  In the paddling pool in the 

garden 

 
In der Badewanne, alle nackend.  In bathtub, all naked. 
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Geiste für drei Wochen.  Guests for three weeks. 

 

 

 
Bettina bastelt und fummelt gern.  Bettina likes to tinker and 

fiddle 

 
Gestelltes Photo.  Posed photo. 
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pg22 

Acapulco Mexico June 1964 

 
Im pool vom Ritz 

 

 
Hafen von Acapulco.  Port of Acapulco 

 
Jugen tauchen nach Münsen, die von Touristen vom Schiff 

geworfen werden. Young people dive for coins that are 

thrown off the ship by tourists 
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Baum mit Früchten am Casino Karnos.  Fruit on tree. 

 
Blick aus unserem Zimmer im Casino Karnos. View from our 

room. 

pg23 

 
Villa Kügel, Acapulco 
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Touristin mit Beute.  Tourist with booty. 

 
Family Photo and pamphlet from tour on Sea Cloud in 

Acapulco Bay 

 
 



 New Mexico 1962-1966 Photo Compendium Book A pg43 

 

 
 

 
 

 
pg24 

 
Guten Abend.  Good Evening 
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Guten Nacht.  Good night.   

pg25  Hans in Juarez Mexico 1964 

 

 

 
Hans, Greenfield, White, in Juarez Mexico 1964 

 
Sgt von Schweinitz 
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Unter unserer Familiensweide im Sommer 1964. Under our 

family pasture in summer 1964 

pg26 

 
Cowgirl auf Stahlroβ 1964 
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Sie hin, als wollten sie arbeiten.  They look like they want to 

work. 

 
Aufnahme fürs Photoalbum 

 

 
Unser Patio 
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Kinder gibt es en mane in Redwood Street.  Lots of kids on 

Redwood Street. 

pg27 Pyramids, Mexico June 1964 while at Acapulco 

 

 
rebuild or digging out? 
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pg28 
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Chapultepee Park in Mexico City June 1964 

 
Chapultepee Park in Mexico City June 1964 
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In front of Ritz 

 
Im pool des "Casino Hornos" supreme Hotel 

pg29 
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Bettina geht schon mit 3-4 Jahren in den Kindergarten, um 

Englisch zu lernen.  Bettina goes to kindergarten at the age of 

3-4 to learn English. 

 
School photo 

pg30 

 
Bettina in Junior Kindergarten class. 
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pg31 Acapulco Mexico 1964 Hans goes by Bus by himself 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Acapulco: High divers 
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pg32 

 
Acapulco Hilton 1964 price list 

pg33  Ruidoso New Mexico Horse Racing 1965 

 
 

 
Schnapsschusse vom Pferderennen in den Ruidoso Downs 

1965.  Snap shots from Horse Racing 
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Foster and Hans 

pg34 On way to Mexico City Jun 1964 
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Platten auf dem Weg von Roswell nach Mexico City.  Flat 
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pg35  June 1964 Mexico City and Yucatan trip 
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pg36 
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Unknown why the Telegram 

pg37  Redwood Street 1964 

 
Big plans for sunflower seeds 1964 

 
Unser neuer Grill, von Gerda von Paleske. Our new Grill 
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Bettina 

 
Bettina inspecting zinnia flowers 

 
Stuart, Tina, Stefanie, Cathy (Shull) 1964 

pg38  Sep/Oct 1963 Hans alone trip into Mexico 
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Need to provide translation of postcard.  Hans was feeling the 

pressure of family and career difficult, and went alone to 

Mexico to decompress. 

pg39  October 3,1964 murder of Erika and Peter 
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pg40 

 

pg41 
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Grave for Erika and Peter, S-31 in South Park Cemetery 

Roswell NM 

pg42/43 Hans professional photographer for Thomas Lewis 

Conductor 
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Album cover 

pg44  December 24, 1964 Chris is born St Mary's Hospital 

Roswell NM 
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Forceps left a mark on his checks 
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7lbs11oz and 1 day old, and already opinionated 

pg45 Belated Xmas 1964 at Redwood as Chris comes home 

 

pg46 Aug1964 Chris is backyard and walking? 
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pg47  23 May 1965 Chris' Baptism 

 
Die Heilige Betröpfelung  Holy Dribble (anoinment) 
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pg48 Easter 1965 (April) 

 
Chris and Pipi.  Chris denkt er hat gesellschaft. Chris thinks 

he has company. 

 

 
Tina and Hans.  Sie verfolgen den Osterhasen bis in den 

grunen Klee. They follow the Easter bunny to the green clover 
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Chris liegt stundenlang zufrieden und still im Sitz, solange er 

jemanden um sich weiβ.  Chris will lie content and still in his 

seat for hours as long as he knows someone is around.  

 

pg49 1965 Jan.  Chris is winter pajama 

 
Christopher in Winterschlaf.  Chris in winter sleep 
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pg50 1965 Tina in backyard with dark sweater 

 
Bettina und Sue mit Connie 

 
Chiko, neighbor's dog 
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unser Bettinchen 

 
 

pg51 

 
Hans (on right) on Old Baldy, Sierra Blanca in February 1965 

pg52 Hans on AF ski team in Utah 1965 
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pg53 

 
Ski team in 1965 in Walker AFB newpaper 

pg54 Sierra Blanca Mountains in New Mexico 

 
Gondola made in Germany 

 
Bary Konneker and Hans on way up Old Baldy 

 
View from road to Old Baldy 
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Helga skiing down slope in Sierra Blanca NM 1965 Winter 

pg55 

 

 
Article 1965 about Hans on ski teams and rescue squad 

 
1965 Hans on First Aide squad in Sierra Blanca NM 

 
1965 Hans pulling rescue toboggan 

pg56  
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Hans on 1965 Ski team practicing at Sierra Blanca 

 
 

 
Pete Kelly, Ken Ornisten, Capt White, Hans.  Die halbe 

mannschaft vor der Abfahrt nach Utah, March 1965.  They 

gathered together just before driving to Utah. 

pg57 
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Feierei auf Floyd's Farm, September 1965.  Ingrid, Floyd, Bill 

vain Winkel, Bill Hefley 

 
Chris Hermann, bei einem Autoumfall (auto accident) 

 
March 1965 

pg58 

 
Harry Konnicker and family, Wife Mary Ann 
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Helga, Harry, Hans playing Skat. 

 
pg59 

 
Erik Lewis und Chris, der eine knecht noch, der andere fast. 

One already crawls, the other almost 

 
Left Renate mit Erik, Right Helga mit Chris 
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Für die Staatsbürberschaft eingereicht 8 September 1966 

Bettina.  For Citizenship submission. 

 
For Citizenship submission Helga 8 September 1966 

pg60 NCO School graduation Jun 1965 
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pg61Tina on her new skates. Die letsten Tage vor 

Schulanfang August 1965. Last day before school starts. 
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Charlene, Bettina, Chris 
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neue Schaukel, 1965.  New Swing set. 

pg62 

 

Chris bringt seine Schwester zur Schule. Chris brings his 

sister to school 

 
Auf weg zum erstern Schultag.  On way to first school day 

(1st grade) 
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Papa in Aktion, er knipst.  Hans in action (as photographer), 

he snaps (the photo) 
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Freundin Charlene mit Bettina and Chris 

pg63 

 
Tägliche Abküllung im Planschbecken. Daily refreshment in 

the paddling pool 



 New Mexico 1962-1966 Photo Compendium Book A pg84 

 

 
Singing in the shower 

 
Tina helping 
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Clean, cool, and dressed. 

pg64 
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Chris and Tina's doll Pipi.  Sein Laufgestell schiebt er knelend 

vor sich her. Kneeling, he pushes his walking frame in front 

of him. 

 
Ein zunfliger Cowboy braucht ein Pfred und einen Schnuller. 

 
A professional cowboy needs a horse and a pacifier 
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Er spielt gern im Stallchen.  He plays well in playpen. 

 
Lieblingsspielzeug: Fliegenklappe.  Favorite play toy: Fly 

Squatter. 
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Lieblingsspeise: vertrocknites Laub.  

 Favorite food: dry leaves 

pg65 

 
Hans näht den catcher vom Rasenmäher.  Hans sews the 

lawnmower catcher. 
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Chris playing with Pipi 
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Chris' first attempt at Skateboarding. 

pg66 Tina's birthday 9 October 1965 

 
Eric, Agnes, Joseph, Debbie, Cindy, Tina, Janet 
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pg67 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

pg68 
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Chris getting ready for bed and too tired to sleep 

 
 



 New Mexico 1962-1966 Photo Compendium Book A pg94 

 

 
Bettina sound asleep evening of birthday 9 October 1965 

pg69 Chris in playpen in Vorgarten (front yard) 1965 
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pg70 late 1965 or early 1966 
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Erik Lewis, Tina, Chris 

 
pg71 

 
15 October 1965, Früher Schnee auf Sierra Blanca. Der Hund 

entfloh dem Schnee auf Nimmetwiedersehen gen Süden am 

nächsten Tag. Early snow on Sierra Blanca. The dog fled 

south the next day, never to see snow again. 
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December 1965. Bilder für die Verwandten. Photos for 

relatives. 

 
Family photo! maybe not a good time. 

 
bribery works 

 
Bettina 
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