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Introduction 
This is a family album of Hans von Schweinitz, Helga (wife), Bettina (daughter), 

and Christopher (son) von Schweinitz.  The time frame is 1977 to 1980 while in 

living in Saudi Arabia 

 

From November 1977 to January 1980, Hans took on a job with Northrop in Saudi 

Arabia.  Helga and Chris went to live with Hans in Saudi Arabia.  Bettina stayed in 

Austin Texas and attended University. 

 

A more detailed account of what occurred during their time in Saudi Arabia is 

included in other books.  This book only has photos and their captions, along with 

miscellaneous pamphlets, articles, and other paperwork that they collected. 

 

The albums that Helga put together were based on her system.  In this 

compendium, the misc subject photos not in Book A or Book B have been sorted 

into subjects, sort of. 

 

Subjects in this Compendium Book A 

1 Leave for Saudi Arabia 1977 

2 Al Khobar 

3 Compound First Al Gosaibe Cantonment G-28 

4 Recreation Center 

5 Hans at Work 

6 Qatif Oasis Jan 1978 

7 Fishing Dhow Feb 1978 

8 Bahrain Trip April 1978 

9 Caves Al Hasas March 1978 

10 Mustafa Visit 1978 

11 Iran trip May 1978 in another compendium 

12 Chris Leg Break and Wiesbaden Hospital May 1978 

13 Chris & Helga & Hans & Tina Germany May-July 1978 with Chris on 

Crutches 

14 Tina & Hans Saudi Arabia Jun1978 

15 Tina in USA, Accident Oct 1978 

 

Following subjects are in compendium Book B 

16 All USA Chris Leg surgery and Military Academy, Apr-Dec 1979 

17 Dhow Trip Coral June or Aug 1979. From Jubail to Tropical Coral Reef 

18 Compound 2nd 1979 Palm Meadows #73 

19 Thailand Oct 1979 in another compendium 

20 Xmas Dec 1979 

21 Friends 
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22 Saudi Dress 

23 Mazda purchase, first 

24 4 July 1978 at Al Gosaibi 

 

 

Following subjects in this compendium Book C 

25 Markets 

26 Desert 

27 Beach 

28 Locals 

29 Misc  
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25 Markets 

 
Three wise men 

 
Bakery in Tarut Island SA 

 

 
Desert Arab in Camel Market Hofuf 
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Small store in Gold Suk 

 

 

 
Camel transport 
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Fruit stall 
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Bird market 
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Women selling in Market 
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Women selling in market 

 

 
Women selling at market 
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sale of camel in market 
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Selling of a camel in market 

 
Camels for sale in market 

 
Donkeys in market 
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Goat and Sheep market 

 
Goats being loaded in market 

 
Goat and Sheep market 

 
Donkeys in market with swollen necks due to flies 
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Cattle at market 

 

 
 

 
Hofuf market 
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Hufof market 

 
Hofuf market 

 
Hofuf market, even motorcycles for sale 
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Camel trader 

 
Camel trader 
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Hofuf camel market 
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Saad in Hofuf camel market 

 

 
Camel market Hofuf 
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Chris and Helga, Hofuf market 
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Chris and Helga Hofuf market 

 

 
Hofuf Market 1978 
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Tina, Chris, Helga overlooking market 

 

26 Desert 
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View from desert back to Al Khobar 

 

 

 
Hans on his 'desert' bike 
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Helga and Chris drinking Pepsi in desert 

 
Helga and Chris picnic in desert 

 
Wind wave patterns on dunes in desert 
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Hans exploring tent in desert. 

 
Chris, Hans, Tina having picnic in desert Dec 1979 

 
Dun Buggies in desert 

 
Dun Buggies in desert 
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Tina and Helga walking through desert 

 
Tina and Helga walking in desert 

 
Tina with Mazda in desert 
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Tina and Hans walking in desert 

 
Sun setting over desert 

 
Sun setting over desert 
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Chris and Hans exploring in desert 
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Truck on road in desert 
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1978 Near Half Moon Bay 

 
 

 
1978 Near Half Moon Bay 
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Helga with 'wild' camels 

 
Hans with 'wild' camels 

 
'wild' camel 
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Sand Rose 
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Sand Rose 
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Burning trash 
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Oasis out in desert. Hans and Helga enjoying the watering hole 
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No Electrical power, so major intersections are traffic circles 

 
There are no bathrooms or trees in the desert. Need a wall. 
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27 Beach 

 
Hans and Mazda on beach on Persian Gulf 

 

Entrance to beach, north of Ugar, Arabian/persian gulf 
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Shallow waters of Persian Gulf, Hans wading into the distance 

 

 

 
Shallow waters of Persian Gulf, Hans wading into the distance 
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Dow ferry between Bahrain and Al Khobar 

 
Beach "cabana' with Mazda 
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American on Beach on Persian Gulf 

 
Helga on dune over beach on Persian Gulf 

 
Dune Beach on Persian Gulf

 
High speed boat on Dune Beach on Persian Gulf 
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Cormorant on beach fall 1978 

 
 

 
Chris and Helga with picnic on beach Fall 1978 

 
Chris digging for treasure on beach Fall 1978 
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Chris digging for treasure on beach 

 
Hans digging for treasure on beach dunes 

 
Boats on beach on Persian Gulf 
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Sunset on Half Moon Bay Aug 1979, Chris 
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Half Moon Bay, Aug 1979 Hans and Chris 
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Abandoned Dhows on beach 
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The little basket hanging from the boat's bow is the toilet. A 

man is in it. 

 

 



Album 1977-1980 Saudi Arabia Photo BOOK C Compendium 

64 

 

 

 

 



Album 1977-1980 Saudi Arabia Photo BOOK C Compendium 

65 

 

 
28 Locals 

 

 
Khalid Ave, Al Khobar view to downtown from the North 

 
Goat/Sheep herder near Hofuf 
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Boy herding the goats near Hofuf 

 
Gas station, cost depends on size of car, not on quantity 
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Gas pump, still works 

 

 
Local stuck in sand, needing a push 
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Hans with locals in Camel Market Hofuf 
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with locals along beach boardwalk at Al Khobar 

 
Hans with locals along beach boardwalk at Al Khobar 
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Dhow owner, doing repairs 

 
Donkey transport, near Hofuf, 1978 
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Goats running loose in villages 

 
Bike for three 
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School kids walking through rain filled streets 

 
School kids walking through rain filled streets 

 

 
Favorite pastime, watching street action 
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Favorite pastime, watching street action 

 

 
Favorite pastime, watching street action 

 

 
Street scene 

 
In the streets of Hofuf 
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29 Misc 
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