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Introduction 
 

This is a compendium of the making of the Film “Hin nach Texas” or “Off to 

Texas”.  Helga and Hans contributed to the research and making of the film.  The 

film was completed in 2003.  In 2007 the film won a Remi award at the 40th 

WorldFest at the Houston International Film Festival. 

 

The film is about Richard Petri and Hermann Lungkwitz, who were two artists 

who left Dresden Germany and emigrated to Texas, near Fredericksburg. 
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A Brief History: 

The early influx of well-educated professional Germans into the Texas life-stream 

made a marked impact also in such artistic fields as painting, lithography, 

sculpture, theater and music.  Two competent painters who cam with the 

immigrants were Hermann Lungkwitz and Richard Petri.  They were brothers-in-

law who settled near Fredericksburg in 1851.  Working there and in New 

Braunfels, they left sensitive painting of Texas scenes and of the Indians they 

encountered on the frontier. 
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1996 August: Helga and Hans met Karl Knietzsch, who would later become the 

director and producer of the film. 

1998 Fall: Karl Knietzsch with Heidrun and David Suenderhauf returned to Austin, 

and with Helga and Hans, they researched Petri and Lungkwitz. 

2002 April:  Heidrun, David and assistant John Smith came to Austin to produce 

the film. 
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In the summer of 2002, Helga wrote the following article for the GTHS Journal 

Vol XXIV #2. 

Petri and Lungkwitz Star in Documentary 

GTHS Helps with Cultural Project 

Report by Helga von Schweinitz 

 

When Richard Petri (1824 - 1857) and his brother-in-law Hermann Lungkwitz 

(1813 - 1891) moved from Saxony to Texas in 1851, they must have been 

dreaming of future fame and success in their established profession as artists. After 

al1, they had been trained at the acclaimed Royal Academy of Arts in Dresden and 

had won awards and recognition back home. It had been the political situation in 

Germany and their involvement in the fight for democracy that made them decide 

to dare a new beginning in America. They brought along four female members of 

the family, including Lungkwitz’s mother, who was almost seventy years old. 

 

Folks on the western frontier did not have a lot of money to spend on oil paintings 

and pencil sketches in those days. So the two artists bought a farm near 

Fredericksburg to make a living, Petri drowned in1857 near the farm, Lungkwitz 

later moved to San Antonio, became a portrait photographer, gave magic lantern 

shows and, in his final years, worked in the Texas Land Office in Austin. Although 

they never became rich and famous, over the years their work became ever more 

appreciated by Texans interested in art and history, Lungkwitz for his role as early 

Texan landscape painter, Petri mainly for his drawing of Indians and his 

documentation of life on the farm in his days. 

 

Fast forward to 1996 when my husband, Hans and I had a house guest from 

Dresden, Karl Knietzsch a friend of a friend.  He is a journalist, always in search of 

new topics.  Suffering through the hot days of August with margaritas and sitting 

for hours in the swimming pool, I found time to tell him about the German-Texans, 

including those artists from Dresden, and I supplied him with books and other 

reference material. In the months to come Knietzsch not only published several 

articles on various German-Texans and the two artists, he also wrote a prize-

winning film script for a documentary or two. That was picked up by Heidrun 

Suenderhauf, a successful producer and director of several documentaries on 

musicians and artists. 

 

Her company, Suenderhauf Produktion, obtained a grant from a German television 

station to go to Texas to do research for an educational video on the artists from 

Dresden. In the fall of 1998, Karl Knietzsch with Heidrun and David Suenderhauf 
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spent three weeks in Centra1 Texas locating the art works and documents, sorting 

out what would be interesting, meeting with dozens of people and fine-tuning the 

script. Since the grant was small, Hans and I home-hosted them,1et them use our 

cars and helped with research The board of directors of the German-Texan 

Heritage Society was quite enthusiastic about the project and let me mention 

GTHS as co-sponsor of the project as long as – of course – no expenses were 

involved. Some GTHS members helped out in various ways. 

 

However, just before the crew was scheduled to do the final filming the TV 

company had a change of budget priorities and cancelled the rest of the grant. It 

took until the spring of 2002 to find another small grant from the government of 

Saxony. Again the team - this time consisting of Heidrun, David and assistant John 

Smith – spent three weeks as our guests, and I found myself very involved with 

every aspect of the adventure. 

 

These were tightly scheduled days with filming not only the many objects of 

interest but also interviewing their owners, mostly descendants of Lungkwitz. It 

was very uplifting to discover that by now many paintings and sketches are in the 

best of Texas museums, archives and galleries, some having been purchased at 

prices hovering around $100,000. By mentioning the support in spirit from GTHS, 

I gained access (though not always fee free) to the institutional locations where we 

had to film like in Austin the Governor’s Mansion, the Capitol, the Land Office, 

the Center for American History, the Austin History Center, the Texas Memorial 

Museum, the State Archives; in San Antonio the Witte Museum, the San Antonio 

Public Library, The Alamo (the Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library), the 

institute of Texan Cultures, Jack Judson’s Magic Lantern Museum, Guenther’s 

Pioneer Flour Mill, Harry Halff’s Gallery, the Beethoven Maennerchor; in Houston 

the Bayou Bend Collection in the Museum of Fine Arts; in Dallas the Valley 

House Gallery; in Fredericksburg the Gillespie County Historical Society and the 

Pioneer Museum; in New Braunfels the Sophienburg Museum and Archives. Ln 

most places we were allowed to film interviews with their very knowledgeable 

experts 

 

The support and welcome we received of the many private owners of paintings and 

memorabilia were overwhelming and often left the German film crew speechless. 

We had barbeque dinners, elegant tea settings, invitations to family reunions and 

heard-many a story that can’t even be told in public. 

 

Had there been more time, meaning more money to pay the camera crew and for 

leasing of the equipment and the nights in cheap motels when away from Austin, 
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much more could have been included.  Since the giving of the grant and the arrival 

of the film crew were just days apart, we had little time for long term planning. So 

little time, so much to shoot. 

 

It will be a great one-hour educational film not only on these two Texan painters 

who immigrated from Germany, but also on their struggles and way life over here 

and - this is special - on their background in Germany including scenes filmed in 

Dresden, Halle and Bremerhaven. Their story resembles those of many German 

immigrants to Texas. 

 

The original version of the documentary will be in German with all the interviews 

of Texans translated into German. It is scheduled to be released in the spring of 

2003. Then comes the English edition which is naturally of greater interest to 

viewers on this side of the Atlantic. Some money has been budgeted for this 

however, to do a good job, to have it dubbed professionally, additional funds have 

to be found somewhere ~ most likely not in Germany. Descendants of Lungkwitz 

have contributed some money already, but more is needed. If you know of a 

source, even if it is your own bank account, let me know T 

(512-441-2089) or contact the GTHS office. GTI-IS will get a free German and 

English copy to use for educational programs. 

The working title of the documentary is “Hin nachTexas” (Off to Texas). It is a 

great vehicle to tell the story of German -Texan immigrants and their influence on 

Texas. 
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In 2003 the film was complete and Released. 
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The following received free copies of the film 
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In the fall of 2003, Helga wrote the following article for the GTHS Schulhaus 

Reporter Vol 10 #5, Sept/Oct 2003 and for the GTHS Journal Vol XXV #2 

Summer 2003, to announce the newly released film 

 

Documentary:  German-Texan Artists Lungkwitz and Petri 

“Hin Nach Texas” 

 

An excellent 45-minute documentary film on Hermann Lungkwitz and Richard 

Petri was produced by Suenderhauf Produktion of Germany in 2002. lt 

demonstrates in a truly refined way the great contributions made to the cultural 

development of Texas by well educated German immigrants. 

 

The project was financed with a small grant from German government sources. 

The documentary is now available in German and received excellent reviews after 

it was recently premiered at a film festival in Dresden. However, the original 

production grant from German sources was not large enough to have the 

documentary also produced in English. For approximately $5000 - it can be 

professionally converted to English in Berlin. 

 

The German-Texan Heritage Society has been listed as co-sponsor of the film, 

although no GTHS money has been spent for it, only members’ volunteer hours. If 

GTHS would get enough donations earmarked to pay for the English edition, 

certain rights to use it for fundraising and selling copies would be granted by 

Suenderhauf Produktion. Individuals could also purchase a copy of the video for a 

price not yet determined. 

 

Here is a short summary of the documentary, which was filmed in Texas as well as 

on locations in Germany: 

 

The story covers the lives of Hermann Lungkwitz (1813 - 1891) who was born in 

Halle, Germany, and died in Austin, Texas, and of Richard Petri (1824 - 1857) 

who was born in Dresden, Germany, and died near Fredericksburg, Texas. 

 

Both painters were educated er the highly acclaimed Royal Academy of Fine Arts 

in Dresden on which the film elaborates ln details. 

 

In the late 1840s they got involved with political unrest and decided to immigrate 

to Texas. They first farmed near Fredericksburg to make a living. However, they 

pursued their artistic ambitions at the same time. Lungkwitz painted mainly central 

Texas landscapes; Petri’s specialty was drawing and painting Indians and life on 
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the farm. Although they were not financially very successful with their works of 

art during their lifetime, their pictures, sketches, and memorabilia are now highly 

appreciated in major museums, in the Governor’s Mansion, the Capitol, in galleries 

and homes of collectors. They are a unique testimony of their times. 

 

The background of well educated Germans and their contributions and influence 

on the Texas frontier and the cultural development of the state is a major storyline 

in the film. 

 

After Petri’s death in 1854, Lungkwitz and his family moved to San Antonio, 

where he worked with lwonski as a photographer. Later Lungkwitz traveled giving 

Magic Lantern shows. After the Civil War he moved to Austin and worked for the 

Land Office as its first photographer. To the very end of his life he painted Central 

Texas landscapes, including the missions in San Antonio and in Austin scenes 

along Shoal Creek. He was also active singing in German choirs and producing 

scenes for performances and festivals. 

 

This documentary film is a great celebration of the lives of immigrants. lt also 

contributes in a distinguished way to carry out the mission of GTHS: Promoting 

awareness and preservation of the German cultural heritage of Texas. 
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Helga and GTHS spent the next few years distributing the Film to various outlets 

such as KLRU a local TV station in Austin Texas. 
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In 2006, the film was entered into 2007 WorldFest at Houston International Film 

Festival.  The film won the Gold Remi Award for Film & Video Production 

Wards: 2007 Ethic/Cultural. 
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On 31 July 2006 Helga contacted the WorldFest for information about how to 

submit a video. 

 
Helga immediately received a response 
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Hans and Helga went onto the website and on 26 August 2006, they mailed both 

videos, the English (Off to Texas) and German (Hin Nach Texas).  The $110 

entrance fee for the German version was waived 
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Along with the submission Helga provided this synopsis of the video 
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And the following background story behind how the video came about. 
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On 23 September 2006, Helga received the following email acknowledging that 

receipt of the videos. 
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On 3 May 2007, Helga received an email with congratulations on winning a Remi 

Award.  Then she received this official letter: 
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There is no indication if anyone every went to Houston to receive the award. Helga 

and Hans were busy moving from Austin to Pflugerville right when the award 

ceremony was being conducted in Houston.   
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But Helga did write an entry into the GTHS Journal Vol XXIX #2 Summer 2007. 

 

Gold Remi Award 

Documentary co-sponsored by GTHS wins distinguished award 

Submitted by Helga von Schweinitz 

 

The documentary film on the German-Texan Hermann Lungkwitz and Richard 

Petri with the English title “Off to Texas” won a Gold Remi Award in the 40th 

Annual Worldfest Houston International Film Festival in April 2007. 

 

WorldFest is the third oldest film festival in North America with thousands of 

entries each year. Less than 15% of them are recognized with awards. George 

Lucas and Spielberg won their ‘first awards in WorldFest. I took that as a 

challenge and entered “Off to Texas” in the 2007 competition along with the fees 

and paperwork required. I was not at all surprised when an e-mail notified me of 

the success. 

 

The documentary was directed and produced in 2002/2003 by Heidrun 

Suenderhauf from Dresden with Karl Knietzsch writing the original script, 

international acclaimed photographer David Suenderhauf as camera man, and 

myself as assistant producer. The German-Texan Heritage Society served as co-

sponsor without financial involvement. A great deal of the success and the superb 

quality of the project are due to the generous and enthusiastic cooperation of many 

GTHS members, some of them descendants of Lungkwitz. The initial financing for 

the film was a small grant from a German governmental source which allowed for 

the German version “Hin nach Texas”. The dubbing into English, professionally 

done in Berlin, was financed by private donations from a few GTHS members and 

by Lungkwitz descendants. 

 

The story chronicles the lives of two German artists who were educated at the 

Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Dresden, Saxony, in the 1840s and participated in 

political demonstrations in Dresden and soon thereafter thought it wise to leave the 

country. They immigrated to Central Texas. While they were trying to make a 

living as farmers near Fredericksburg, they pursued their artistic ambitions. Petri’s 

sketches and paintings of the Indians in the area and of life on a pioneer farm are 

now treasured as the most authentic documents of those days. Lungkwitz captured 

Central Texas in romantic landscapes, later traveled giving magic lantern shows 

and finally settled- in Austin as the first photographer in the Texas Land Office. 

Works of both artists are now hanging in the Capitol, the Governor’s mansion, 

many major galleries and museums, and in private collections. 
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The 45-minute documentary was filmed in Central Texas and also in Germany, 

thus giving insight into the background of these immigrants and of their struggles 

and joys as settlers in the Wild West. Their story can be seen as an example of 

many other German immigrants who contributed considerably to the development 

of Texas into what it is now. 

 

“Hinn ach Texas” has enjoyed viewings in German film festivals and even in a 

regular movie theater in Dresden. 

 

The Documentary can be bought from the GTHS office in VHS format or as a 

DVD, either in German or in English.  All profits go to GTHS.  They make 

thoughtful gifts to people with an interest in arts, Texas history and pioneer life. 

 

GTHS can be very proud of having lent its good name to the project as co-sponsor. 

 

 
 

 

 


