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A Word to the Reader 

In 1997 Helga's husband Hans had retired from the US Air Force.  Hans 

took on a job with Northrop that required him to work in Dhahran Airport in Saudi 

Arabia.  Helga and her son, Christopher, accompanied him on this adventure.  The 

three of them lived in compounds managed by Northrop in Al Khobar, Saudi 

Arabia from September 1997 to March 1980.  

Hans worked in the Dhahran Airport Reconnaissance Lab from September 

1977 to February 1980.  While living in Saudi Arabia, Helga also worked 

occasionally as a clerk for Northrop.  In 1980, their daughter, Bettina also 

temporarily worked as a clerk for Northrop.  This compendium contains the 

documents and photos found in Hans and Helga’s files about Saudi Arabia. 

There are three other compendiums for a total of four. 

Saudi Arabia Photo album 

Saudi Arabia Helga’s writings 

Saudi Arabia Time Line with Impressions and Observations 

Saudi Arabia Work Related Documents and Observations 

 

Because of religious reasons, in Saudi Arabia it is forbidden to take 

photographs, except for scenery and of your own family.  There can be 

considerable consequences, such as instant deportation.  If there are other people in 

the photographs, great care was taken to allow them enough time to realize that a 

camera was in use.  Some embraced the camera, others would just turn their back, 

but if they waved the camera away, then there is no photograph. 
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Helga’s and Bettina’s Employment 

When Hans accepted employment in September 1977 with Northrop, he had 

to sign a document that stated that he would not allow his wife to work, with or 

without pay, and would take responsibility if his wife did work.  There was an 

asterisk (*) indicating that Helga could work for the Peace Hawk Program 

(Northrop). 

Helga arrived in Saudi Arabia in December 1977.  Sometime in 1978 

(probably April 1978), Helga did find employment as a clerk-office, and Helga 

kept a form indicating a merit increase in pay, dated 2 December 1978. 

By February 1979, Helga resigned because of uneven workload and having 

to work on Thursday (first day of the weekend in Saud Arabia, work week was 

from Saturday to Wednesday).  Helga’s resignation letter is dated 14 February 

1979.  The resignation was immediately accepted and her “Termination Clearance” 

is also dated 14 February 1979. 

By 4 August 1979, Helga was rehired again as Clerk-Office at her prior rate 

of $209 per week.  On 1 December 1979, Helga’s rate was increased to $223 per 

week.  This rate increase was accompanied by a Performance Review. 

In December 1979, Bettina joined her parents in Saudi Arabia.  She had just 

graduated from University and had a few months before she was due to enter the 

US Air Force Officer’s Training School.  In January 1980, she was also hired as a 

Clerk-Office by Northrop. 

In January 1980, Saudi Arabis’s Ministry of Defense and Aviation began to 

issue rulings forbidding women to work in public places.  This affected Northrop, 

Lockheed, and US Army of Corps of Engineers, all of whom employed women 

that worked along side (same office and building) as men.  Lockheed decided to 

keep the women but segregate the women from the men.  The US Army Corps 

requested clarification before making a decision.  Northrop decided on 12 January 

1980 to give the women a 30 day leave of absence until “the present situation will 

resolve itself. 

Hans and Helga had already decided to leave Saudi Arabia and Northrop, so 

on 9 February 1980 Helga and her daughter Bettina left Saudi Arabia for Germany. 

(Chris was already back in San Marcos, Texas USA in a boarding school).  On 12 

February 1980, Hans left and joined Helga and Bettina in Germany. 

On 11 February 1980, Northrop decided to lay-off the women employees.  

This layoff became effective on 13 February 1980, even though both Helga and 

Bettina had already left the country. 
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Hans’ Employment 

Hans 1977 

In February 1977 Hans received a letter from Northrop with an inquiry if he would 

be interested in a job in Khamis Mushayt, Saudi Arabia.  After multiple phone 

conversations, Hans sent his resume in June 1977 to Northrop with a request for an 

interview.  On 13 July 1977 Hans traveled to Northrop in California and on the 

same day Northrop offered Hans a position in the Peace Hawk Program in 

Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.  On 18 July 1977 was hired by Northrop, and job was to 

start on 14 September 1977 as Photo Recce Supervisor at the work rate of $306 per 

week.  On 22 July 1977, Hans sent all the required documents to Northrop, 

including three visa applications.  Upon entering Saudi Arabia on 28 September 

1977, Hans filled in an Entry Employment form for Saudi Arabia.  Immediately on 

arrival his work rate was raised to $459 per week. 

 

Hans was in Saudi Arabia without his family.  To occupy his time he took on a 

Night Manager position at the Recreation Center 

 

On 3 December 1977, Hans’ work rate was raised again to $478.50 per week.  

Then on 26 December 1977 he got into trouble for using (alleged) the company car 

for 15 minutes of personal use while running over 2 hours of business errands. 

 
Driver’s License 
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Hans 1978 

By 14 January 1978, the issue with using the company car for 15 minutes of 

personal use had reached a solution.  On 28 January 1978, Hans as Supervisor of 

the Recce Lab wrote a letter detailing the effects of contract date slippage.  One of 

the major effects of the date slippage was expiration of photographic material 

which resulted in the 1 March 1978 letter.  On 25 April 1978, Hans put in a request 

for a visa so that his daughter, Bettina, who was in college could come for a visit 

during her summer break. 

 

On 27 May 1978, Chris’ leg (femur) was broken. Using Military transport, Chris 

and family was immediately evacuated to USAF Hospital in Wiesbaden West 

Germany.  On 8 June, Hans returned to Saudi Arabia because Bettina was arriving 

on 9 June.  Hans and Bettina stayed in Saudi Arabia until 21 June, then both joined 

Chris and Helga in West Germany.  On 23 and 24 August, Hans, Helga, and Chris 

return to Saudi Arabia (Bettina had returned to USA from West Germany).  While 

Hans was in West Germany, he received his Performance Review and rate increase 

to $499.50 per week.  In November, Hans received another Performance Review 

and another rate increase to $625.92 per week.  To properly evaluate Chris’ 

recovery, both Hans and Chris returned to West Germany in December 1978 for a 

few days. 

 



Hans 1978 

32 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 

 



Hans 1978 

33 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 

 



Hans 1978 

34 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 

 



Hans 1978 

35 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 

 

 



Hans 1978 

36 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 

 



Hans 1978 

37 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 

 



Hans 1978 

38 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 
 

  



Hans 1979 

39 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

Hans 1979 

There are not many documents in Hans’ files concerning the year of 1979.  From 

April to August 1979, Chris and Helga were in Texas USA because Chris needed 

corrective surgery on his legs due to side effects of his broken leg in 1978.  Hans 

did join them during the surgery time, but had to go back to Saudi Arabia during 

Chris’ recovery.  In August, Chris stayed in the boarding school in San Marcos and 

Helga returned to Saudi Arabia.  In November 1979, the US Hostages were taken 

in Iran and the Grand Mosque in Medina Saudi Arabia was occupied by rebels.  In 

December, both Chris and Bettina came to visit over their School’s Christmas 

vacation period. 

On 29 December 1979, Hans and many others received a letter of Appreciation 

from Captain Mohammed Nasser for meeting the training requirements. 

 



Hans 1979 

40 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 

 



Hans 1979 

41 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 

 



Hans 1979 

42 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

 
 

  



Hans 1980 

43 Saudi Arabia working 23030409 compendium.docx 

Hans 1980 

On 9 January 1980, the Letter of Appreciation from Captain Nasser was entered 

into Hans and other’s personal files. 

 

Due to some misgivings, Hans submitted his resignation on 13 January 1980. It 

was immediately accepted by his Management.  On 19 January 1980, Hans wrote a 

letter to his Management outlining his misgivings and why he had submitted his 

resignation.  On 20 January, Management waived the 90 day notice requirement, 

and approved an early release with full benefits.  Human Resource wasted no time 

in trying to find a replacement and sent out a open position notice on 26 January.  

Hans accepted the terms of early release on 27 January and the date was set for 13 

February.  Helga and Bettina left for West Germany on 9 February. The household 

goods were packed on 10 February for shipment back to Austin Texas USA.  The 

house DNPM06-73 was inspected on 12 February.  And Hans left for West 

Germany on 13 February 1980. 
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Hans:  photos from work: 
Dignitaries 

This first section of photos are the 

formal photos with dignitaries and 

presentations. 
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Prince Sultan’s visit to Dhahran Air 

Base, Official opening of Recce Lab 

June 1979. 

 

 
Prince Sultan’s visit June 1979. In line: 

Warrant officer Shami, Bob Pardis, 

Hans 
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Hans: Photos with captions – 
just office humor 

 
Joe Lewis and Hans June 1979 
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Hans: Photos of Recce Lab.  
Also in Saudi Arabia photo album 
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