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Introduction
In 1964, Hans and Helga lived in Roswell New Mexico. Hans was enlisted in the
Air Force and assigned to the reconnaissance lab at Walker AFB. In late
December of 1964, they made friends with Barry Konneker. Barry was a Captain
in the Army and was teaching German at the New Mexico Military Institute.

This book is a collection of the maps, newspaper articles, and photos that
document four caves that they explored from December 1964 until Jan 1967. The
collection is not complete because it consists of what was found after Hans and
Helga had already passed away. This information was found in a box in the house
of Hans and Helga. The comments are from notes that Hans and Helga left behind.
Some additional information is provided by their Daughter, Bettina, based on
recollections from family talks.
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Specific Caves
Hans and Helga and friends explored various caves. Five of the caves were their favorites and
they kept information and maps. They also were asked to give presentation about their
spelunking experiences in New Mexico.
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Indicates where Roswell is in relationship to Ft Stanton (near Ruidoso) and Carlsbad Caverns
and Guadalupe Mountains where most of the caves were.
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Cave: Cottonwood
In Fall of 1965, Hans, Helga, Duran, and a fourth unidentified person explored Cottonwood
caves. They hand mapped out the cave and took multiple photos. Later Hans and Helga
returned to Cottonwood with other spelunkers which included their friend llsa.

Based on information obtained via the internet in 2023, this cave system is in the Lincoln
National Forest in the high plateaus of the southwestern Guadalupes.

Based on the New Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral Resource Bulletin 117 part 1:
Speleogenesis:

Cottonwood Cave is located between Dark and Black Canyons in a narrow limestone ridge
which lies along the crest of the Guadalupe Ridge anticline. The cave is developed primarily in
the backreef Seven Rivers Formation which directly underlies the pyritic Yates Formation
(Sheet 5). The Entrance Hall of Cottonwood Cave is 30-50 m high and 15-20 m wide, and
trends N14°W or approximately perpendicular to the reef escarpment. The sometimes
rectangular to square passage cross section of the Entrance Hall represents the intersection of a
flat ceiling (caused by collapse along a Seven Rivers bedding plane) with vertical walls (caused
by exfoliation of bedrock along a series of parallel, vertical joints). An area of maze passage
along the west wall near the very end of the Entrance Hall connects the Hall with the Gypsum
Passage, a narrower, parallel, side passage which contains gypsum blocks, native sulfur, and
gypsum and epsomite speleothems. Cottonwood Cave is perhaps an important cave because of
its relatively extensive gypsum and sulfur deposits and also because of the replacement textures
exhibited in its gypsum blocks and rinds.
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ap of complete explored sections
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Map with directions to Wonderland section of Cottonwood cave
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Wonderland Section map of Cottonwood cave
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Cottonwood Table rm.

Cottonwood: H%s ‘
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Cottonwood in TabIR
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CottonWood Table Room. Duran and Helga having lunch

Cottonwood: Bacon formation
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Cottonwood: Draperies formation in Wanderland section Cottonwood formation
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Cottonwood: on second exploratlon trlp Friend Ilsa and
Helga

Cottonwood formation
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Cottonwbod: unidentiied friend at Chandelier
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Cttonood: Friend Ilsa an Helga in Table Room
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Cottonwood cave 1965: Helga at Shallow Lake
ST eSS

Original photo before cropping and adjusting by Hans
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Cave: Targas
Hans and Helga with friends explored a cave they called “Targas” Cave North of Roswell New
Mexico sometime in 1965 or 1966. Except for photos, there is no more information in their
notes. The internet in 2023 does not list a cave with the name “Targas” or any cave just North
of Roswell.

Enterance
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Targas cave: Brenda Bonham
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Targas Cave: Helga in a squeeze
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Targas Cave: Gypsum formations
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Cave: Ft Stanton

In the fall of 1965, Hans guided a group of Boy Scouts into Fort Stanton Cave. The Troop
leader was Richard Weeks. Because Hans was the guide, he also took his daughter, Bettina,
along.
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Another time afterwards Hans and Helga and some frrends explored a new section of the Fort
Stanton cave. Included is their hand drawn map and their photos.

21



Cave Details Compendium

RE: L : . s .r“‘ ¢ : A : -v@ ‘."- A -
Boyscouts hiking up to en ettina in hard hat
leading the walk

Bbyséouts in cave at beginning of exploration




Cave Details Compend

Lap

ium

23



Cave Details Compendium




Cave Details Compendium

25



S
=
S
=
D
=1
S
S
o
2]
‘<
©
(@)
>
©
@)

dran by Hans, Helg, nd nds in 1965 while xplrin additional sections of the cave

in Fort Stanton.




27

Cave Details Compendium

27



Cave

- L

Details Compendium

- o el
bt U, PR

28



. S J;,;: 7 el

m areas re for skinny people only. Hans above, Helga

29



Cave Details Compendium

Un-named formation
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Cave: Hidden Cave _ _ _
In 1965-1966, Hans and Helga explored Hidden Cave in the Lincoln National Forest.
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Gary and Barry Konneker
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Helga

Looking back to entrance
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Presentation and Articles

In 1965 Hans had a booth to promote ‘Spelunking by the Pecos Valley Grotto of the National
Speleological Society”. Later, about 1967-68, while stationed in England, the base Newspaper
wrote an article about Hans’ Spelunking in New Mexico and giving presentations to promote
spelunking. Later (after 1974) when stationed then retired in Austin Texas, both Hans and
Helga would give presentations about their caving experiences. The notes for the presentations

after 1974 are contained herein.
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1965 booth with Hans presiding
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NCO% Underground

By AIC Scort Burnside,
y&-m Editor.
Spelunking—the sport of mountain leave before they completed the
climbing in reverse, has taken TSgt.  exploration of the cave.
Hans L. Von Schweinitx of the 18th to the work-load on base, the
Tactical Reconnaissance Sq. through sergeant and his co-workers had to do
many caves in the American South- all pot-holing after dark. They would
west. This hobby of underground  enter the cave in the evening and
exploration has led the sergeant to i i
discovery of 30 new caves in the 5
New Mexico region. but it was only slight as long as they

The exploration of caves in Great  took the necessary safety precautions,
Britain (it's called pot-holing here) While workin, i i
isn't quite as extensive as it was for mountain
the sergeant around Walker AFB, climbers 1o help them on their deep
N.M., where he was last stationed. descent.

He was introduced to this sport by As he did in the states, Sergeant for the winter |
one of his friends at Walker. At first, Von Schweinitz has given many in- United Sates, A Senior
Sergeant Von Schweinitz entered into i slide briefings to local rating is fops in the patrol.
these excursions for the photography English cly with their

Sp

bs and groups. Most of the He and his wi
end of it, but now he is intriguted by dren and
shire, Yorkshire and Northern Ireland, Bettina, 8, in Banbury,
He and his fellow explorers have et

fe Helga live
British pot-holing “is done in Derby- two chil, . Christopher.
all aspects of Spelunking.

miles in passages,
One of their discoveries proved to
the largest cave in the West. The
drop in this find is 284 feet deep.

Fsne s YT

About?‘iééé artile in Upper Hayford base Newspaper.
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Notes for Presentations given after 1974
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HANS L. and HELGA VON SCHWEINITZ
2319 VILLAGE CIRCLE
AUSTIN, TX 78745
E-MAIL hans@jumpnet.com
FAX (512)441-3121
MOBILE (512)415-7041
Home Phone (512)441-2089

.GERMAN TEXAN CAVEMAN.

INTRODUCTION: WRONG TITLE ALL TRUE

WHO HAS BEEN IN ROSWELL NEW MEXICO

WHAT HAPPENED IN 1947 ROSWELL INCIDENT
WHAT HAPPENED IN 1961/62 HIGH STAKE POKER LIR
CUBA, CURTIS LEMAY,JFK
WALKER AFB, MISSILES B52 ATLAS MISSILES
FIRE POWER

HOW I GOT THERE AND WHAT I DID

FROM GERMANY PHOTOLAB  INTELLIGENCE TARGETS
UFO BLUE BOOK TS CLEARANCE PROCESSING OF FILM WITH GUARDS ETC.
REMEMBERED DRESDEN SAME BOMB WING ELBE TO RHINE 2HRS ARTWORK RADAR

WHAT I WILL NOT SAY: NO SECRETS AF PENSION, B52 PILOTS HAD STILL CAMERAS, ALIENS

WHY:

WHO:

WHAT:

CAVES?

PHOTOLAB CONNECTION, NEEDED DIVERSION FROM STRESS . MANY SUICIDES, PEOPLE
BECAME INSANE, KILLINGS AND MURDER. OTHER SUBJECT AFTER FBI FILES PUBLIC.

GARY DAVIS, PECOS VALLEY GROTTO SMALL GROUP
NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY EXPLAIN PURPOSE
SPELUNKING

EXPLORATION OF UNKNOWN CAVES TO HUMANS ALIENS FIRST IN THESE CAVES?
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN COMMERCIAL AND VIRGIN NEW CAVES.

DISTANCE JUDGING
TIME, DARKNESS
WATER,FOOD
SOUND, SILENCE, BREATHING OF CAVES
LIGHT SOURCE
GETTING LOST, NAVIGATION
NO WEATHER, DAY OR NIGHT
NO PLANTS, LIFE, MAYBE ALIENS FORMATIONS MILLION YEARS 1” 30YEARS
CONTAMINATION HUMANS
DAMAGE FROM LIGHT
TEMPERATURE HUMIDITY

EXPLAIN AND BRIEFLY SHOW EQUIPMENT

START SLIDES

CARBIDE LAMPS LIGHT FOR 6 DAYS

FOOD 3 DAYS

WATER 3 DAYS

ROPE 200FEET HEMP CANNABIS NEXT GENERATION SMOKES IT NOW
CAMERA BOX

37
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START OF SLIDES
MAPS OF NEW MEXICO EXPLAIN
CAVE PLANS EXPLAIN WHERE WE GO 20 TO 30 MILES
DID ALIENS LEAVE SIGNS, WHERE THEY FIRST, DID I TALK TO THEM, SEE THEM,
OR PHOTOGRAPH THEM?

YOU WILL KNOW THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS IN 2 MINUTES

SLIDES PROBING FOR ENTRANCES
ANSWER TO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ALIENS OF ROSWELL NM.

FBI CIA OSI FILES BLANK OR BLACK OR NOT RELEASED UNDER FREEDOMS OF INFO ACT
NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT, CLOSE YOUR EYES AND OPEN WHEN I TELL YOU

OR LEAVE IF YOU HAVE A WEAK HEART. IF YOU ARE WITH THE INTELL

COMMUNITY YOU HAVE NO TIME TO CALL, DON’'T WORRY I WILL NOT TELL

SECRETS YOU DON’T KNOW.

BLANK SLIDE
SHOW SLIDE OF HELGA ILSE THE CARD CARRYING LEGAL ALIENS OF ROSWELL
THEY CARRIED ALIEN REGISTRATION CARDS.

START SLIDES LETS GO SPELUNKING INTO THE
NON PUBLIC CAVES OF NEW MEXICO

RANDOM SUBJECT MATTERS COVER WITH SLIDES

NAVIGATION

DAMAGES CONTAMINATION

SLEEP AND TIME

PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL PROBLEMS
PAST AND PRESENT LIMITS

TEMPERATURE, HUMIDITY, BREATHING OF CAVES
SAFETY

FOOD, WATER, LIGHT

PHOTOGRAPHY

SOUND

MOVING ABOUT IN CAVES

MISC

FINNISH WRAP-UP

CAVE OF MADONNA TRAINING  INITIAL EXPLORATION

LECHEDIA MOST BEAUTIFUL THEN WE LEFT FOR ENGLAND

THE CAVES TO-DAY GATED SPECIAL PERMISSION, STATE CONTROLS

ROSWELL TODAY BASE CLOSED SILOS CLOSED BUT TOURISTS ALIEN
MUSEUM, BUT READ THE BOOKS TERRY ISAACS

NOW ROSWELL IN AS IN THE PAST THE TUMBLEWEEDS ARE STILL ROLLING DEATH AND LIFE

GOES ON AND YOU CAN STILL SMELL THE FLOWERS LIKE THE ALIENS HAVE NEVER
BEEN THERE.
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NAVIGATION

ARROWS TO EXIT

NO STRINGS

LOG BOOKS

ROCK PILES LIKE INDIANS
CAVE MAPS AFTER SURVEYS

DAMAGES, CONTAMINATION

BREAKING OF FORMATIONS HARD TO AVOID

COMMERCIAL EXPLOITATION OF CRYSTALS

VANDALS CLOSING OF CAVES

CARBIDE

OPENING OF NEW PASSAGES AND SURFACE ENTRANCES

LIGHT DAMAGE IN PUBLIC CAVES

GLOVES, BOOTIES INTERACTION WITH MINERALS

FOOD, EXCREMENT, FUNGUS MIRACLE GROWTH FROM MINERALS

SLEEP AND TIME

NO DAY OR NIGHT PORCUPINE CASE
RELATIVE TO ACTIVITY

LOSS OF CONCEPT OF TIME

SLEEP WHEN TIRED

PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL PROBLEMS

ONE CASE ONLY PHOBIA
PRESSURE AGAINST BODY

FEAR TO BREATH

STRENGTH WEIGHT

TRUST AND DEPENDENCE WHEN USING ROPES

PAST AND PRESENT LIMITS
PAST PRESENT
200 FEET ROPES MAX 1000 FEET PLUS NYLON
ASCENDERS OLD PRUSSIC KNOTS ~ MODERN METALS LIKE WALKING
CLOTHING DAMP LIGHT CLOTHING THERMOS TYPE
CARBIDE LONG LIFE BATTERIES
TYPE FOOD BETTER SPACE FOOD
PHOTOGRAPHY FLASH MAGNESIUM LOW LIGHT VIDEO
3 DAYS MAX WEEKS

TEMPERATURE , HUMIDITY, BREATHING OF CAVES

CAVES BREATH DEPENDING ON SIZE AND TIME OF DAY/YEAR

DRY AND WET CAVES 90 TO 99% HUMIDITY

MEAN ANNUAL TEMPERATURE ABOUT 65F

DANGER OF HYPOTHERMIA THERMOS BLANKETS OF ALUMINUM
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Thank you notes. Based on the handwriting style, these are probably from Middle School
children in Austin Texas after 1974.
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Barry Konneker

Barry Konneker was the friend that encouraged Hans and Helga to bgcome Spelur_lkers. Barry
and Hans would spend days walking through the Guadalupe Mountain range looking for arrow

heads and cave entrances.

Stanley ; Konneker

Stanley Barrick “Barry”
Konneker, 68, of Carbondale died at
4:09 p.m. Friday, June 18, 2004, at
Oak Grove in Carbondale.

He was born Feb. 28, 1936, in
Carlinville, a son of Stanley Oscar
and Adelle Barrick Konneker. He
was preceded in death by his par-
ents. :

Mr. Konneker was a graduate of
Carlinville High School, Blackburn
College and Southern Illinois Uni-
versity in Carbondale. He served in
the U.S. Army Airborne Division as

a paratrooper. He was an instruec-
tor of high school and college Ger-
man at the New Mexico Military
Institute in Roswell, was assistant
field supervisor for Del Monte Cor-
poration for 15 years and was a self-
employed construction worker in
the Carbondale/Murphysboro area
for the last 25 years. He was a col-
lector of antique furniture,
arrowheds and antique tools. He
was also a cave explorer and ski
patrol.
The body was cremated.
Visitation: 9 a.m. Tuesday, July
6, Rural United Methodist Church,
Memorial services: Tuesday, July
6, Rural United Methodist Church.
Surviving are a son, Clayton

Barry Konneker; two brothers, Gre-
gory P. Konneker and Douglas

Konneker; and three ‘sisters,
Carolyn Hallbauer, Martha Jean
McCormack and Judith Hilst.
Memorials may be made to S.
Barry Konneker Memorial Scholar-
ship Carlinville High School or S.
Barry Konneker Memorial Scholar-
ship Blackburn College. Memorials
may bhe sent to Carolyn Hallbauer,

18584 Barnett Road, Carlinville,
1L 62626. *
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In August 2004, Barry’s sister sent Hans and Helga the caving maps that she found in Barry’s
house. These were hand drawn maps by Barry. Hans and Helga lived in Austin Texas in 2004.
In 2007, they moved to Pflugerville (near Austin). Soon after a friend came to visit Hans and
Helga. They got to talking about spelunking and how large the maps were that came from
Barry. Hans and Helga did not have a way to copy such large maps, and this friend offered to
take the maps to the local office supply store to have them copied. She took the maps and never
returned. She also stopped responding the emails and phone calls from Hans and Helga. Now
in 2023, there is no way to recreate the maps that were hand drawn by Barry.
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These hand drawn maps were part of Barry’s estate and per his will they were to be distributed
to Hans and Helga von Schweinitz. Although a copy of Barry’s will was not in Hans and

Helga’s paperwork, the following court documents concerning probating Barry’s will and
listing Hans and Helga as legatees were found.
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Marlen Becker-L
Lortzing Strasse 3
7530 Pforzheim/Baden
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In 2005, Helga wrote the following description of their friendship with Barry and sent this to his

sister. _ -
. 0 Senl le B 2 Y4-75_ps
sunhar Co/nade;y«w
Barry Konneker

Barry walked into our lives (Hans and Helga von Schweinitz) in late 1964. The

- following narrative is a short version of what I - Helga — remember about those years in Roswell,
~ NM, when the three of us were close friends.

Barry came to us with a letter of introduction from a friend of mine, Gerda von Paleske,
Wwho was teaching at Southern Illinois University. She had been his German teacher. My
husband was an airman stationed at Walker AFB, we lived in a modest home with two children.
When Barry came into our living room, I was just feeding my recently born son. Barry seemed
to feel at home right away in that family scene. He most likely started teaching German at the
New Mexico Military Institute in January 1965.. He had the rank of Army Captain. Since he
often had time between classes, he had time to get into all sorts of trouble, and he also came to
our house during the day quite often. One of the reasons for his frequent visits was the fact, that
he could converse in German with us, discuss German literature and philosophy with me. He
- also put up his record player in our house so we could listen to German music together (1 still
- have the record player). Barry would often discuss problems he had with some of his students,
- because he wanted to make sure they actually learned something from him. He also workedona
. thesis for his Master’s Degree. I don’t remember what the topic was, but I remember thathe
 came up with new excuses through the years for not finishing it. (I don’t know if heever
.~ receiveda MLA). SR L ¥
B In his ample spare time Barry often went into the desert all by himself. One of his
.~ hobbies was looking for arrowheads for which he had a trained, keen eye. He knew at what time
i of the day the light was just right to spot the arrowheads. He always had a hand gun with him
against ferocious animals. One afternoon he came into our kitchen and put a grocery bag on the
table and said he had brought some meat for dinner and would I fix it please. That wasnot
- unusual, so I grabbed the bag, and then the contents started to wiggle. After I had calmed down,
- Barry took a long rattle snake out of the bag and said he had shot it in the desert in self defense
and it was dead but still moving. Barry and Hans skinned the snake and pinned th d
rattler like a trophy on a board, while I rolled the delicate filets in flour and fried them
We had many meals together, and with Barry’s help we made a home bre iC
remembering, especially since most of the bottles exploded in our kitchen w
- reached a certain pressure 3 il

- made it into the Ms '.1
~ The Sierra Blanca area is

. skiresort was developing on '

~ Mountain Ski Patrol which
{ \ Nnovi
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Another organization that the three of us joined was the Pecos Valley Grotto,.a group of
dedicated spelunkers. The leader was Gary Davis, also an airman, who knew a lot about caving
and techniques, mapping and documenting. Gary and Barry worked together on several
exploring projects. We usually went into caves in New Mexico and West Texas which were not
accessible to the public, only to members of a recognized group. Hans had access to special
camera equipment since he was in charge of the photo lab on Walker AFB. This way we created
a valuable slide collection of the caves at that time.

Sometimes we hiked into remote areas and had to sleep outside wrapped in sleeping bags
and keeping a fire going to protect against curious beasts. Those nights were uncomfortable, but
in memory they are very special.

Barry was an agile, skilled climber and could get to places in a cave where I couldn’t. He
liked to scare me by hanging on to a ledge or a protuding rock with one hand and no other
secured point of his body. That is actually a no-no, but he told me that he wanted to prove to
himself that he was safe even in situations that were often fatal for others. I often was cross with
him for toying with death and upsetting me.

Barry took part in mapping a previously unchartered part of Carlsbad Caverns before that
part was opened to the public. Another exploring venture took Gary, Barry and Hans into
various unpopulated valleys of the Guadalupe Mountains to look for entrances to caves that were
not yet known to modern man. They found a few and were especially interested in one of them.,
did not have time to go deep inside and came home all excited with plans for another trip there.

A few weeks later, in November of 1965, seven of us spelunkers (including Gary, Barry, Hans
~ and me), set out to investigate the cave a little deeper. We were all loaded with ropes and other
equipment. [ suspect that they took me along as a pack mule and to have somebody to hike back
to civilization should help be needed. We had no electronic communication in those days. |
 stayed close to Barry because he had a gun to take care of rattle snakes. After venturing into
~ the wrong valley at first, we finally found the entrance to which is now known as the Cave of the
Madonna. I was placed on the guano inside the entrance hall, while the guys crawled along a
dark passage and wound their way to a deep drop. Later I learned that the drop opens into a
pitch dark bell shaped cavern and goes very deep down. Barry and Gary descended on ropes for
qmte a distance, and tried to shine their lights at the walls. Then Barry’s rope began to spin and
swing. He realized the terrible danger he was in and feared that he might not be able to climb up
the rope or be pulled up before he was hurt by slamming against a wall. He did make it out.
While the other guys were busy collecting all the gear at the drop in the dark, Barry crawled to
the cave entrance and collapsed close to me, shaking and sobbing. This time he had not been o
toying with death, this time death had been toying with him. e

In the following sprmg the guys were joined by a trained mountain chmbet anda | @
geologist and practiced serious climbing and rescue techniques and bought up-to-d es.
~ well prepared exploration trip to the cave took place of which Barry was a part
- witten about in the Roswell Daily Record and other publications . A year
group of spelunkers tried their luck in the cave, and one of them did n
‘ Although Barry was often in a gloomy state of mind bordgnng

found great pleasure in riding his motorcycle. A fast ride throu
perk him up. Inever got on the bike with him, nor did I
for pictures. ,
Roswell was a small town, but it had a symp
Barry was not very involved in any of this. Due
times involved in events of the upper class
He ‘was not celebate in tho a
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Cave: Madonna

On 29 October 1965, Hans, Barry Konneker, and Gary Davis found what they later called the
“Cave of the Madonna”. It is west of Carlsbad Caverns National Park in the Guadalupe
Mountains. During their first visit they had to drop down twice about 50 feet, then they found a
drop of about 176 feet. Because of the depth of this last drop, the team could not continue on
the first visit. But they had already found the formation of the “Madonna” for which they
named the cave. The team learned how to repel properly before returning to the cave a second
time on 6 and 7 November 1965 for further exploration.

Avrticles about both trips were written Roswell Daily Record.

Searching for caves which eventually led to finding the entrance of Cave of the Madonna

L4

Guadalupe Mountains valley where entrance is
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Hans in search of a new cave in Guadalupe Mountains
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Barry Konneker, exploring the Guadalupe Mountains, NM.
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Hans and Barry Konneker in “base camp” in t
Canyon”

(e - 3 ‘
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he Guadalupe Mountains, possible “Double
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Hans on ad of guano at entrance of newly discovered “Cave of the Madonriéé’ in first rp |
October 1965.

Preparing for second trip — learning to properly use repelling gear

S7
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Practicing rope climbing for the descent and return into ‘and from the Cave of the Madonna, Fall
1965
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Second trip on 6 and 7 November 1965, better prepared
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Hans, Barry Konneke, Gary, and ??
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Inside of the “Cave of the Madonna”
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Barry and Gary
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Madonna
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Photo of Madonna in cave (not artist impression)
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Base Speleologists
Discover Deep Pit

SSgt. Hans Von Schweinitz
and AlC Gary Davis, Walker
men who are members of the
Pecos Valley Grotto of the
National Speleological Society,
recently discovered a cave
which may be the deepest ver-
tical pit in the western part
of the United States.

A Roswell man, Barry Kon-
neker, was the third member
of the party when the cave
was found during a recent sur-
face exploration expedition for
the National Speleological
Society in the Guadalupe Moun-
tains, west of CarlsbadNational
Park, N.M.

Exploring was being done to
catalog all caves in the area
for the organization and they
located six unexplored caves
when they found the big one,
which may drop to 236 feet.

A maple tree marks the en-
trance to the cave, formerly
named Maple Grotto. An up-
per room, with a steeply slop-
ing floor, is found inside the
entrance, high on the face of
a cliff. At the back of the

room, the trio found a small
opening or keyhole, to lower
rooms, in an area of break-
down or crumbling rock forma-
tions.

Airman Davis, smallest of
the three, explored the cata-
comb-like formations beneath
the upper chamber when the
. group opened the keyhole on
their first trip to the cave.

Returning, the keyhole was
opened more, and the three de-
scended into the lower chamber

with their equipment and dis-
covered two pits during a super=-
ficial exploration. They ex-
plored the pits to a depth of
about 50 feet, noting that both
pits had a very deep drop.

A force of seven members of
the Pecos Valley Grotto was
organized for a second trip
to explore the pits and do map-
ping of the area.

The group spent the night
in the upper chamber of the
cave. They awoke at sunrise
and discovered a rock forma-
tion high in the wall of the
room, spotlighted by the morn-
ing sun. The formation re-
sembles a statue of the madonna
and small child silhouetted
against the darkness of a small
grotto. This brought about
their decision to rename it the
Cave of the Madonna.

Explorers Davis and Kon-
neker named the larger of the
two pits the Tuefel’s Grube,
German meaning Devil’s Pit.
It was explored to a ledge that
was found to be 176 feet from
the bottom, by use of ropes
with a heavy object tied on.
This, when added to the dis-
tance they had chimnied down
from the opening in the cata-
combs area, results in the 236
foot vertical depth figure.

The group believes that the
two pits are connected, buthave
not investigated the relationship
of a third pit found in the cave.

Two groups of cavers are
planning the next exploration
trip to examine the pits
thoroughly, according to Ser-
geant Von Schweinitz.
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Verhcal Pit in Western Part

had Caverns National Park’
to its discoverers.

‘ A uninl drop of 236 feet is
ed in a cave recently
by Barry Konneker,
Von Schweinitz and Gari
members of the Pecos
Grotto of the National
| Society.
The three accidently discover-
ed the cave Oct. 29 during a
lay surface exploration ex-
for the NSS. They had
to catalog all caves
area for the caving en-
t organization and had
ted six unexplored caves
| they found this possible
setter, The group believe
are the first humans
ever to set foot in the cave.
lehd by a large maple

‘Newly Found Cave May Be Deepest

at the entrance, the cave
bﬂllllly dubbed *“Maple
ofto”. The cavern consists of
-mu'lnce. high on the face
‘a cliff, and an upper room
w steeply sloping floor. At
back of this upper room is
area of break down or
ling rock  formations
where the trio found a small

m or keyhole to lower

~ FIRST TRIP
On their first trip to the cave,
he explorers opened this key-
and Davis, the smallest of
three, explored an area of
jcomb-like formations  be-
the upper chamber. Re-
ng, Davis a:dd l’;hehskfe}}o;v
! eyhole
and descended into the
chmber with their equip-

they made a superﬁchl P
wmd uncovered two

CAVE MADONNA
Artlst Garl Dnvis lmpression of formation

.lcovered earlier was named the
‘Tuefel’s Grube, German mean-
* ing Devil’s Pit, by Davis and
fo  Konneker and was explored to
the wall of the room. mmom- a ledge 176 feet from the bot-
ing sun spotlighted a which| ({om.
bore amazing rmmblancet:n:- The two descended fo this
statue of the mﬁ:‘i:;t \he| [point by chimneying down the
child silhouetted ag Not.| narrow opening from the cata-
darkness of a small grotto. &' |combs area. At this point, how-
ing this Ivmi y llpm:n'their ‘ever, the pair was forced to
find “Cave of the Madonna™ | o oo "aqcont equipment.
One of the ?mu: D%;rﬂl soundings were made
qmmlll o |trom this ledge using both time-

cover a

Last Page
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|stop, because of the lack of

ofhll esﬁmates f:;m objects
e|point the width increases. The

ofU§L

‘ ( ROSWELL DAILY RECORD—8

MONDAY, NOV. 15, 1965

tom of this room of unknown|
dimensions. This depth plus the
distance already covered by the
two into the pit totals 236 feet
vertically.

The group also believes th:
the first two pits they discover-'
ed are connected, however, thag
were unable to investigate the
relation of the third pit. 4

TRUE NATURE s

The true nature of the room
below can only be _surmised
The pit opens to a width ¢
about 30 feet just below where |
Davis and Konneker were forced
to stop descent. Beyond this

two cavers could see no bottom
with lights. available, l

have found no water as yet.
The experienced cavers be-
lieve that at least the first two
pits widen to a larger room at
the bottom. They note that many

caves in this area have major|
rooms in which crevices appear h

in the ceilings. These crevices

usually narrow at the top as

these two pits appear to do.
The drop resembles in nature

Hell’s Below, also in the Guada-

lupe range, although the initial | )
drop is much greater, the dis-|

that of the famed vertical cave,

v

| EXPLORERS BELIEVE
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