
 Cave Details Compendium 1 

 

Details of 

Caves in 

New Mexico 

in 1965-66 
 

Explored by 

Hans and Helga 

von Schweinitz 
 

By 

 

Helga von Schweinitz 
  



 Cave Details Compendium 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Released 2023 

by 

Helga von Schweinitz 

 

 

 

 

Printed in the United States of America 

 

 

 

 

This book is in the open domain.  You may quote or use portions as you see fit.  

But remember, a memory is for a life time, but a good reference is forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 Cave Details Compendium 3 

Introduction 
In 1964, Hans and Helga lived in Roswell New Mexico.  Hans was enlisted in the 

Air Force and assigned to the reconnaissance lab at Walker AFB.  In late 

December of 1964, they made friends with Barry Konneker.  Barry was a Captain 

in the Army and was teaching German at the New Mexico Military Institute. 

 

This book is a collection of the maps, newspaper articles, and photos that 

document four caves that they explored from December 1964 until Jan 1967.  The 

collection is not complete because it consists of what was found after Hans and 

Helga had already passed away.  This information was found in a box in the house 

of Hans and Helga.  The comments are from notes that Hans and Helga left behind.  

Some additional information is provided by their Daughter, Bettina, based on 

recollections from family talks. 
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Specific Caves 

Hans and Helga and friends explored various caves.  Five of the caves were their favorites and 

they kept information and maps.  They also were asked to give presentation about their 

spelunking experiences in New Mexico. 

 

New Mexico Maps 

 
Indicates where Roswell is in relationship to Ft Stanton (near Ruidoso) and Carlsbad Caverns 

and Guadalupe Mountains where most of the caves were. 
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Cave: Cottonwood 

In Fall of 1965, Hans, Helga, Duran, and a fourth unidentified person explored Cottonwood 

caves.  They hand mapped out the cave and took multiple photos.  Later Hans and Helga 

returned to Cottonwood with other spelunkers which included their friend Ilsa. 

 

Based on information obtained via the internet in 2023, this cave system is in the Lincoln 

National Forest in the high plateaus of the southwestern Guadalupes. 

 

Based on the New Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral Resource Bulletin 117 part 1: 

Speleogenesis: 

Cottonwood Cave is located between Dark and Black Canyons in a narrow limestone ridge 

which lies along the crest of the Guadalupe Ridge anticline. The cave is developed primarily in 

the backreef Seven Rivers Formation which directly underlies the pyritic Yates Formation 

(Sheet 5). The Entrance Hall of Cottonwood Cave is 30-50 m high and 15-20 m wide, and 

trends N14°W or approximately perpendicular to the reef escarpment. The sometimes 

rectangular to square passage cross section of the Entrance Hall represents the intersection of a 

flat ceiling (caused by collapse along a Seven Rivers bedding plane) with vertical walls (caused 

by exfoliation of bedrock along a series of parallel, vertical joints). An area of maze passage 

along the west wall near the very end of the Entrance Hall connects the Hall with the Gypsum 

Passage, a narrower, parallel, side passage which contains gypsum blocks, native sulfur, and 

gypsum and epsomite speleothems. Cottonwood Cave is perhaps an important cave because of 

its relatively extensive gypsum and sulfur deposits and also because of the replacement textures 

exhibited in its gypsum blocks and rinds. 

 

Entrance 
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Hand drawn map of complete explored sections 
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Map with directions to Wonderland section of Cottonwood cave 
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Wonderland Section map of Cottonwood cave 



 Cave Details Compendium 10 

10 

 
Cottonwood Chandelier. Duran and Helga 

 
Cottonwood: Hans 

 
Cottonwood Table room.  
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Cottonwood in Table Room.  Hans 

 
Cottonwood in Table Room.  Helga 
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CottonWood Table Room.  Duran and Helga having lunch 

 
Cottonwood: Bacon formation 
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Cottonwood: Draperies formation in Wanderland section 

 

 
Cottonwood Soda Straw formation 

 
Cottonwood formation 
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Cottonwood formation 

 
Cottonwood: on second exploration trip.  Friend Ilsa and 

Helga 
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Cottonwood: Friend Ilsa an Helga in Table Room 

 
Cottonwood: unidentified friend at Chandelier
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Cottonwood cave 1965: Helga at Shallow Lake 

 
Original photo before cropping and adjusting by Hans 
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Cave: Targas 

Hans and Helga with friends explored a cave they called “Targas” Cave North of Roswell New 

Mexico sometime in 1965 or 1966.  Except for photos, there is no more information in their 

notes.  The internet in 2023 does not list a cave with the name “Targas” or any cave just North 

of Roswell. 

 

 
Enterance 
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Going into Entrance 

 
Targas cave: Brenda Bonham 
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Targas Cave: Helga in a squeeze 
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Targas Cave: Gypsum formations 
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Cave: Ft Stanton 

In the fall of 1965, Hans guided a group of Boy Scouts into Fort Stanton Cave.  The Troop 

leader was Richard Weeks.  Because Hans was the guide, he also took his daughter, Bettina, 

along. 

 
Another time afterwards, Hans and Helga and some friends explored a new section of the Fort 

Stanton cave.  Included is their hand drawn map and their photos. 
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Boyscouts hiking up to entrance to cave.  Bettina in hard hat 

leading the walk 

 
Boyscouts in cave at beginning of exploration 
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Hans and Bettina 

 



 Cave Details Compendium 25 

25 

  
Picnic after the cave exploration 
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Map drawn by Hans, Helga, and friends in 1965 while exploring additional sections of the cave 

in Fort Stanton. 
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Some areas are for skinny people only. Hans above, Helga 

below 

 

 
Soda straw formations 

 



 Cave Details Compendium 30 

30 

 
 

 
Un-named formation 
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Cave: Hidden Cave 

In 1965-1966, Hans and Helga explored Hidden Cave in the Lincoln National Forest.   
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Gary and Barry Konneker 
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Looking back to entrance 

 
Helga 
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Lake in Hidden cave 
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Presentation and Articles 

In 1965 Hans had a booth to promote ‘Spelunking by the Pecos Valley Grotto of the National 

Speleological Society”.  Later, about 1967-68, while stationed in England, the base Newspaper 

wrote an article about Hans’ Spelunking in New Mexico and giving presentations to promote 

spelunking.  Later (after 1974) when stationed then retired in Austin Texas, both Hans and 

Helga would give presentations about their caving experiences.  The notes for the presentations 

after 1974 are contained herein.   

 
1965 booth with Hans presiding 
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About 1968 article in Upper Hayford base Newspaper. 

 

  



 Cave Details Compendium 37 

37 

Notes for Presentations given after 1974 
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Thank you notes.  Based on the handwriting style, these are probably from Middle School 

children in Austin Texas after 1974. 
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Barry Konneker 

Barry Konneker was the friend that encouraged Hans and Helga to become Spelunkers.  Barry 

and Hans would spend days walking through the Guadalupe Mountain range looking for arrow 

heads and cave entrances. 
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In August 2004, Barry’s sister sent Hans and Helga the caving maps that she found in Barry’s 

house.  These were hand drawn maps by Barry.  Hans and Helga lived in Austin Texas in 2004.  

In 2007, they moved to Pflugerville (near Austin).  Soon after a friend came to visit Hans and 

Helga.  They got to talking about spelunking and how large the maps were that came from 

Barry.  Hans and Helga did not have a way to copy such large maps, and this friend offered to 

take the maps to the local office supply store to have them copied.  She took the maps and never 

returned.  She also stopped responding the emails and phone calls from Hans and Helga.  Now 

in 2023, there is no way to recreate the maps that were hand drawn by Barry. 
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These hand drawn maps were part of Barry’s estate and per his will they were to be distributed 

to Hans and Helga von Schweinitz.  Although a copy of Barry’s will was not in Hans and 

Helga’s paperwork, the following court documents concerning probating Barry’s will and 

listing Hans and Helga as legatees were found. 
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In 2005, Helga wrote the following description of their friendship with Barry and sent this to his 

sister. 
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Cave: Madonna 

On 29 October 1965, Hans, Barry Konneker, and Gary Davis found what they later called the 

“Cave of the Madonna”.  It is west of Carlsbad Caverns National Park in the Guadalupe 

Mountains.  During their first visit they had to drop down twice about 50 feet, then they found a 

drop of about 176 feet.  Because of the depth of this last drop, the team could not continue on 

the first visit.  But they had already found the formation of the “Madonna” for which they 

named the cave.  The team learned how to repel properly before returning to the cave a second 

time on 6 and 7 November 1965 for further exploration.   

 

Articles about both trips were written Roswell Daily Record.   

 

Searching for caves which eventually led to finding the entrance of Cave of the Madonna 

 
Guadalupe Mountains valley where entrance is 
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Hans in search of a new cave in Guadalupe Mountains 
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Barry Konneker, exploring the Guadalupe Mountains, NM. 
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Entrance to Cave of the Madonna 
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Hans and Barry Konneker in “base camp” in the Guadalupe Mountains, possible “Double 

Canyon” 
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Hans on a bed of guano at entrance of newly discovered “Cave of the Madonna” in first trip 

October 1965. 

 

Preparing for second trip – learning to properly use repelling gear 
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Practicing rope climbing for the descent and return into and from the Cave of the Madonna, Fall 

1965 
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Hans 
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Second trip on 6 and 7 November 1965, better prepared 

 
Hans, Barry Konneker, Gary, and ?? 
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Inside of the “Cave of the Madonna” 
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Barry and Gary 
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Madonna 
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Photo of Madonna in cave (not artist impression) 
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Articles about the finding of the “Cave of the Madonna” 
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