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Introduction 
 

This is a compendium of Hans von Schweinitz Self-Improvement education.  “Self-

Improvement Education in the military means any course taken that is not part of your career 

field and is provided by a non-military education institution.   

 

Hans was born into an estate (Alt Raudten) on 26 October 1934.  He was the first-born son and 

was destined to inherit the estate.  Therefor Hans was to be educated so that he would be able to 

manage the estate.   

 

This education should have been done mostly through private tutors.  Hans was to start his 

schooling in 1940, his sixth year, but he suffered from a burst appendix.  In 1940, this was a 

serious medical condition and because there was no penicillin yet, the recovery was lengthy.  

Hans did not start his schooling until 1941.  The estate was in financial difficulty and there was 

no money for tutors, so Hans went to the local village school.  This was difficult for Hans 

because he was the odd kid.  The other kids were all village boys and already had their 

friendship groups, and Hans was the boy from the Manor house.  Stories of Hans’ difficulties in 

school are included in Hans’ biography. 

 

Some time in late 1944, the Soviet Union began winning against the German Armies.  Because 

the Soviet Union Armies were advancing towards Germany, the estate was quickly going to be 

between two armies.  The family left the estate near Legnica Poland and fled towards Berlin 

Germany about 300 Kilometers.  They continued to flee and move around the countries until 

they could finally settle in Wiesbaden West Germany.  During this time Hans education was 

interrupted.  Hans would be entered in local schools, if possible.  At one time in the 1946/47 

school year, Hans was sent to a Children’s Home.  By the end of the 1946/47 school year, Hans 

was in a school in Wiesbaden West Germany.  The story about this flight (fleeing) is in another 

compendium about the “Flucht”. 

 

Once settled in Wiesbaden West Germany, Hans continued his education but based on his 

grades and comments, Hans was in full rebellion.  But eventually in March 1949 he graduated 

from the 8th grade Volksschule.  This is the minimum schooling that is required in Germany.   

 

In May 1950, Hans began an apprenticeship in Photography.  This apprenticeship lasted 2 years 

and also included tutoring in other basic subjects, such as mathematics, geography, history, 

composition, and others.  Hans apprenticeship is included in another compendium 

“Fotolaborant 1950-1952”.  After the apprenticeship Hans worked as a photographer in 

Germany until March of 1957.  

 

In March of 1957, Hans emigrated to United States.  His story about emigrating is included in 

another compendium.  Sufficient to indicated that soon after arriving in United States, Hans was 

drafted in the US Air Force and entered basic training in November 1957.  Soon after 
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graduating from Basic training, Hans was assigned to a base near Madison Wisconsin.  In 

February 1958, Hans took the United States General Educational Development (GED) High 

School Level test and passed.  Hans passed this test written in English, less than one year after 

arriving in United States without the ability to read, write, or speak English.  When Hans tried 

to take colleges courses later in 1964, the college would not accept the 1958 certificate but 

wanted a High School Equivalency Certificate.  Hans received this certificate on 23 January 

1964 from the New Mexico State Department of Education.  Hans started to take college level 

courses towards a Bachelors. 

 

Between 1964 and 1973, Hans would take college or university courses in order to earn a 

degree.  Because of the nature of being in the Air Force, his progress was interrupted with 

temporary assignments that could last for weeks and also being assigned to another Air Base 

such as England, Germany, Thailand, and multiple states. 

 

Along the way Hans often was the Dean’s Honor lists.  The Air Force would recognize these 

accomplishments. 

 

Several times between 1964 and 1973, Hans applied for the Bootstrap program so that he may 

obtain his Bachelor’s degree, but either was denied or his military duties interfered. 

 

In 1973, while stationed at Maxwell AFB in Montgomery Alabama, Hans again applied for the 

Bootstrap program which would allow him to attend Auburn University full time in order to 

earn a degree.  To gain entry into Auburn University in Montgomery Alabama, Hans had to 

collect all his transcripts.  They are scanned in along with the records that the Air Force also 

maintained on any out-side self-improvement course. 

 

When Hans applied for Bootstrap in 1973 he was again denied several times.  Finally on 13 

November 1973, the Bootstrap application was approved.  In 1974 Hans attended Auburn 

University in Montgomery full time. 

 

On 13 December 1974, Hans graduated from Auburn University of Montgomery with a 

Bachelor’s of Science in Mathematics with Honor and was on the Dean’s list. 

 

In 1977, Hans had 20 years in the military and was about to retire in Austin Texas.  Not sure 

what his retirement plans were yet, he decided to take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) 

and possibly attend one of the many Universities in Austin.  After retiring, Hans made other 

plans and never did pursue an advanced degree. 
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Education 1st grade 1941 – 8th grade 1949 

 
For the 1946/47 school year, Hans was placed in a Children’s Home in Bavaria. 
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School year 1946/47 third portion, Klasse VIa (6th grade). 88 days missed due to sickness.  

After a conference on 18 September 1947, with great thought he is being transferred to 

??something (Possibly Oranien Strasse school) 
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Another copy of Wiesbaden Zeugnis (Transcript) 
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1947/48 school year call Va(5th grade) transcript dated 24 March 1948.  

Befragen (Testing) Nicht ohne tadel = not without blame 

Fleiβ (Work) and Aufmerksamkeit (Attention)  mangelhaft= inadequate 

Versetzung zehr zweifelhaft? = Transfer very doubtful 

Trotz wiederholks Er… zeigen seine Betragen und Fleiss keine Ber…= Despite repeated 

discipline he shows no signs of improving his work or behavior.  
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1947/48 school year call Va(5th grade) transcript dated 24 March 1948. Backside 

Genügend = enough 

Mangelhaft = inadequate 
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1947/48 school year call Va(5th grade) transcript dated 30 September 1948. 

Befragen (Testing) Nicht ohne tadel = not without blame 

Fleiβ (Work) and Aufmerksamkeit (Attention)  mangelhaft= inadequate 

Verstung sehr zweifelhig = transfer very doubtful. 
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1947/48 school year call Va(5th grade) transcript dated 30 September 1948. Backside 

Genügend = enough 

UnGenügend = insufficient 

Mangelhaft = inadequate 

This transcript begins to indicate Hans’ aptitude towards Mathematics (Gut).  Ironically he 

received an “insufficient” in English, which he later became very proficient. 
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Transcript from 15 March 1949.  Now all subjects are “Gut” good 
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Somehow, in one year, Hans completed three years of education and received his Volksschule 

Diploma. 

 

Abschrift = copy 

Volksschule in Sobernheim 

Schulentlassungszeugnis von 15 March 1949 = School Leaving Certificate 

Hat die 8 klassige Volkscchule in Sobernheim Kreis Kreuznach = Has the 8 class elementary 

school in Sobernheim district of Kreuznach 
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Der Schüler hat im letzten Jahr am Unterricht des 8 Jahrganges teilgenommen und wird nach 

erfüllter Volksschulpflicht heute mit nachstehendem Zeugnis entlassen: 

The pupil took part in the lessons of the 8th year in the last year and will be released today with 

the following certificate for completing compulsory elementary school.   
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Official English translation of 1949 Volksschule Diploma that Hans used later in 1957 toward 

his American HighSchool GED. 
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United States High School GED 1958 

 
Official copy that was also sent to the commander. 
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Another version of the test results sent to Hans 
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Backside that explains the five tests.  Hans received at least a 35 in all five tests.  Received 36 for Correctness 

and effectiveness of expression (he had only 1 year to learn to read, write, and speak English), but received 67 

for Mathematical ability.  In 1974 Hans received a Bachelor’s of Science in Mathematics. 
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Hans received this certificate for GED in February 1958, but that was not good enough later to 

enter the college in New Mexico in 1964. 
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This Certificate allowed Hans to start taking college courses from the New Mexico University 

in 1964. 
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College and University Dean’s and Honor awards 1966 

 
1965-66 Semester year Hans made Dean’s Honor list for carrying 9-11 hoursat Roswell 

Community College  
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US Air Force Record of Self-Improvement Education 1957-1977 
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Transcripts from University and Colleges 1958-1973 
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Auburn University Transcript of courses transferred 1973 
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US Air Force Bootstrap application, approval, and Orders 1973 

 
21 August 1973 Through the Education Officer, Hans applied for the Bootstrap program to attend Auburn 

University at Montgomery. 
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On 28 August 1973 the AF Advisor provided his indorsement to the Education Officer 
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14 September 1973, Hans had applied for Bootstrap, and the first response again was a rejection. 
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On 28 September 1973 Hans responded with all the steps he had already followed based on advice he had been 

given by his commanders and Education Officers. 
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Page 2 of 28 September 1973 response  
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On 28 September 1973, the Education Office also requested that the Bootstrap application be reconsidered. 
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6 and 7 November 1973 recommendations by Education Officer and Air Force Advisor 
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Page 2 of 6 and 7 November 1973 recommendations by Education Officer and Air Force Advisor 
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Page 3 of 6 and 7 November 1973 recommendations by Education Officer and Air Force Advisor. 

Considered Letter of Acceptance to Auburn University 
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8 November 1973 Hans provided the semester dates for the Bootstrap request. 
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13 November 1973.  Finally, the Bootstrap is approved. 
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14 January 1974.  Application and Orders for Bootstrap are published by Education Officer 
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22 January 1974.  Special Order T-442 is issued for Hans to go on Terminal TDY to attend Auburn University 

for 228 days. 
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Attending Auburn University in Montgomery 1974 

 

 
17 May 1974, Hans’ grades were again high enough to warrant recognition 
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March 1974, recognition for high grades in first full semester at Auburn University 

 
  



 Hans Education Compendium 52 

 

Official Graduating Transcript Auburn University December 1974 
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Graduation with Bachelor’s of Science in Mathematics 13 December 1974 
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13 December 1974 with Honor 
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Air Force Recognition of Bachelor’s of Science Degree 1974 
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GRE Test in April 1977 

 

 
 



 Hans Education Compendium 61 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Page 

 

 


