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Introduction 
This compendium is a collection of photos and information about Hans and Helga's 

interest in skiing.   

 

Hans learned to ski as a child in Germany.  He continued when he joined the US Air 

Force.  When they were stationed in Wiesbaden Germany, they would take vacations into 

the Austrian Alps.  Hans had to teach Helga how to downhill ski.  Helga ad grown up in 

northern Germany where most of the land is flat, she only knew how to cross-country ski, 

not how to go down mountains. 

 

While stationed in Roswell New Mexico, Hans was a member of the AF Ski team.  Hans 

and Helga became members of Ski Rescue Patrol in New Mexico. 

 

Hans and Helga also enjoyed Skiing as vacations.  Often while in United States, they 

would travel to Ruidoso Downs New Mexico to ski.  When in Europe they liked to ski 

the Alps in Tröll Austria. Their children joined them from an early age. 

 

 

Contents 

Hans in Air Force Ski Team 1965-1966 ........................................................................... 4 

Hans and Helga on the Ski Rescue Patrol in New Mexico 1962-1966 ............................24 

Ski Rescue Patrol First Aid 1962-1966 ...........................................................................36 

Hans and Helga in Alps 1958-1963.................................................................................37 

Hans, Helga, and Daughter Tina skiing in Alps 1961-1962 .............................................43 

Hans and Helga in Alpine Downhill Slalom ski race in Alps about 1958-1963 ...............44 

Family Ski Trips to Tröll Austria 1966-1969, Ischgl .......................................................45 

Last Page ........................................................................................................................53 

 

 

 

 

  



 Together Skiing Compendium 4 

Hans in Air Force Ski Team 1965-1966 

 
Photo: 1966 Hans Bib number 118 

 

While stationed in Walker Air Force Base, in Roswell New Mexico, Hans joined the Air 

Force Ski Team.  Hans In 1965 and 1966 Hans participated in Air Force sponsored 

Invitational races at Hill AFB Utah. 

 

1965 

A copy of the military orders and documents are included at the end of this compendium.  

In January 1965, Staff Sergeant (SSGT) Hans received a letter from Lt Colonel Carl 

Guerrein authorizing Hans to be a member of the AFB Ski Team. On 21 January 1965, 

Captain Gundlach, chairman of the Walker AFB Ski Team, received a letter confirming 

the team’s reservation at the Recreation Lodge at Hill AFB from 13 through 20 March 

1965.  On 26 February 1965, Hans received his official temporary duty order from 1st 

Lieutenant Henderson, to participate in the USAF-AFLC Invitational Ski Meet staring 12 

March 1965 for 10 days.  On 1 March 1965, Hans received a letter from Captain 

Stansbury, ordering all Ski team members to participate in a Giant Slalom course on 14 

March 1965 Sunday at Snow Basin Utah.  Once at Hill AFB Utah, teams also ski a few 

other slopes, such as Alta, Brighton, Solitude, and Park City. There is no information 

available about Hans' results in this Ski Meet. 
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Ski Team probably on 14 March 1965 on Snow Basin, Giant Slalom Practice. 

Hans is 2nd from left, with lightest jacket, and no hat or sunglasses. 

 

1966 

Hans was again a member of the AFB Ski Team in March 1966..Again, the  USAF Finals 

Invitational Ski Meet was at Hill AFB Utah, and from 13-18 March 1966.  On 1 March 

1966, Hans sent a letter to the Walker AFB Central Base Fund Council, asking for 

expenses to travel to Hill AFB for 9-18 March 1966.  Hans asked for $80 if the team of 4 

used AF provided air travel, and $106.50 if they have to travel by car.  On 2 March 1966, 

Hans received his reply.  1st Lieutenant McCall issued Special Order T-331 authorizing 

the Ski team to attend the Ski Meet, but 'does not entitle traveler to expense of travel'.  

The team of 4 members went anyway.  After they returned, the team accomplishment 

made the local base newspaper. 
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Photo taken at Lodge in Hill AFB.  Hans in the right with arms crossed. 
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Hans is number 118 on right side. 
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Both in 1965 and 1966, Hans received a lapel pin for attending the USAF-AFLC Ski 

Meet 
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February 1966 Article in Walker AFB newspaper about team, used photo of Hans taking 

jump while in practice. 
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1965 or 1966, unknown team member taking gate during race. 
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1965 or 1966, unknown team member taking gate during race. 
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1965 or 1966, unknown team member taking a fall during race. 

  



 Together Skiing Compendium 13 

AFB Ski Team Preparation 

The Walker AFB Ski teams were serious.  They practiced exercises special for skiers 

developed by the Royal Canadian Air Force by Dr William Orban called the "5BX Plan 

for Skiers".   

 
Although Hans knew how to Ski because of growing up in Germany, he had to learn the 

"American Ski Technique" to by on the ski team.  They used the USEASA (United States 

Eastern Amateur Ski Association). 
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January 1965 Letter authorizing Hans to be member of AFB Ski Team. 
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21 January 1965 Letter confirming Reservations at Recreation Lodge at Hill AFB 
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26 February 1965 Temporary Duty Order for Ski Meet 12 Mar 1965 plus 10 days 
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1 March 1965 Orders for 14 March 1965 Giant Slalom Practice 
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Note by Hans on lodging and Ski Pass for March 1965 
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Hans requesting travel funds for March 1966 Ski Meet, and response 
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Ski Meet booklet for 13-18 March 1966 

There are pages with schedules, maps, other information not pictured here. 
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Exercise: 5BX Plan for Skiers.  Copiers in 1965-66 consisted of "Photocopies" 

which is negative of the of the original.  That is why the back ground is black and 

text is white.  This pamphlet contains 5 pages of exercises that are not pictured 

here. 
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American Ski Technique.  There are 16 pages of instructions and pictures of 

techniques, that are not pictured here. 
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Equipment list for "Fanny Pack" First Aid on Sierra Blanca Ski Patrol 
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Hans and Helga on the Ski Rescue Patrol in New Mexico 

1962-1966 

While stationed in Walker AFB in New Mexico, Hans and 

Helga were members of the Ski Rescue Patrol in the Roswell 

Group of the Sierra Blanca Mountains in Ruidoso Downs. 

 
Hans on Patrol 
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Helga 
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Rescue by Hans and Ski patrol in Sierra Blanca ski area. 
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Hans and Berry Konneker at ‘work’ on patrol 

 
Hans and Berry Konneker on their way to an injured skier 
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Hans following Daughter Tina down slope 

 

 

 
Hans membership card for 64/65 winter season 
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Backside of Hans’ membership card for 64/65 season 

 
On 6Feb1966 Hans passed his Ski proficiency test and 

received a Senior classification 
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Hans’ 1967 Membership card 

 
Helga’s registration card for 1966 
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Helga did at least one patrol on Sierra Blanca Mountain in 

June? 1965. 
 

Back of Helga’s registration card with requirements. 
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In 1966, Hans was transferred to Upper Hayford in England.  

 
So Hans asked for a temporary leave of absence from the 

Patrol.  Hans and Helga never did join another ski patrol 
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Ski Rescue Patrol First Aid 1962-1966 

First Aide was an essential part of the Ski Rescue Patrol.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Part of being on the Ski Rescue Patrol and providing First Aid 

was to have the right equipment in the "Fanny Pack" This was 

the recommended list: 
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Hans and Helga in Alps 1958-1963 
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Hans, Helga, and Daughter Tina skiing in Alps 1961-1962 
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Hans and Helga in Alpine Downhill Slalom ski race in 

Alps about 1958-1963 

 
Helga 
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Hans 

 
 

Family Ski Trips to Tröll Austria 1966-1969, Ischgl 
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Bettina and Hans 

 

Bettina and Chris 

 
Hans and Christopher 
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Tina 

 
Tina 

 
Tina 

 
Tina 
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Chris 

 
Chris 

 
Tina 

 
Tina, Hans, Chris 
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