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Introduction 

 

In July 1980 I bought my first car, a Chevy Malibu.  In 2023 I sold my last car.  I 

had a total of 9 cars in 43 years. 

 

This compendium is mostly about the cost of each car.  The last 8 cars (not the first 

Malibu) cost me an average of $433 per month.   

 

This compendium also documents any other information I might still be able to 

find in 2023, including some photos. 

 

Chevy Malibu 1978 

Chevy S10 Pickup 

Pontiac Firebird 

Pontiac Grand Am 

Hyundai Accent 2000 

Hyundai Accent 2012 

Honda Pilot 2013 

Honda CRV 2019 

Toyota RAV4 2021 
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Photo of Cars owned with Description 

 

 
Malibu 1978 Red 

Owned July 1980 to August 1987 

 
Chevy S10 Pickup 1987 Red 

Owned August 1987 to April 1990 

 

 

Pontiac Firebird Need to find photo 

Pontiac Firebird 1987 Blue Sedan 

Owned April 1990 to April 1994 

 

 

 
Pontiac Grand Am 1993 White 4DR 

Sedan 

Owned April 1994 to April 1999 

TAG: AVA0145 AMERICAN 

VOLKSPORT ASSOCIATION 

ENGINE: 4CY 2.3L DOHC 

 

 

Between April 1999 and November 

2000 I did not own a car 

 

 

 
Hyundai Accent 2000 grey, 4DR Sedan 

Owned November 2000 to June 2011 

MD TAG:  AVA0196 2000-2008 

MD TAG:  AVA0201 2010-2011 
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Hyundai Accent 2012 grey, 4DR Sedan 

Owned June 2011 to March 2017 

MD Tag: AVA0201 June 2011 to April 

2014 

 

 
Honda Pilot EX 2013 SUV 4DR, 2WD, 

White 

Owned by Mutti January 2013 to March 

2019 

 

 
Honda CRV 2019 Grey, 4DR Sedan, 

2WD 

Owned March 2019 to September 2021 

 

 
Toyota RAV4 LE 2021 Grey, 4DR, 

Sedan 

Owned September 2021 to August 2023 

 

No more car ownership 
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Cost calculations and conclusion 

 
Cars just keep getting more expensive and I am driving less.  I drove the RAV4 

only 8000 miles in 2 years. 
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Malibu 1978  did not keep a budge while in the Military 
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Chevy S10 pickup was $441 per month 

Used the pickup quite a bit while landscaping and finishing the basement. 

My horses were also at a Barn in Poolesville which was quite a drive. 

Almost every weekend I was Volksmarching, and the event can be some distance 

away. 
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Pontiac Firebird cost $378 per month.   

Bought this car after I was done with landscaping. 

My two adopted dogs, Poka and Biscuit, choose this type of car. 

Every time I would take them to a volksmarch, they would lead me to a dark 

colored 4 door sedan and wait for me to open the back door. 

This car was a dark blue 4 door sedan.  They were content in the back seat. 

In the last year of this car it began to develop an oil leak, so I traded it in. 
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The Pontiac Grand Am cost me $341 per month 

I thought this was a good trade up.  But after awhile I noticed that it would wear 

out tires quickly.  It had a back-end alignment issue that could not be corrected. 

I continued to drive the car anyway.  Just had to hold onto the steering wheel to 

keep it going straight, and buy lots of back tires. 

In 1998, the 2 spark plugs (it had a 4-cylinder engine) were in too tight and I did 

not want the expense of re-boring the engine.  I drove the car until it blew a gasket.  

Then I donated it to the Red Cross. 
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The Hyundai Accent 2000 cost me $244 per month. 

I had been without a car since April 1999 and bought this in November 2001. 

The dealer was having a special that you could buy this car for $9,999 cash. 

Several of us from Fairchild/Smiths bought this model car.  The others bought it as 

a cheap commute car.  That way, they did not put so many miles on their more 

expensive family size car. 

This Accent ran well until its 10th year.  Then everything wore out at the same time 

– brakes, shocks, engine, and more.  I traded it in for the new years model in 2011. 

 



Cost calculations and conclusion 11 

Tina’s Compendium Cars 

 



Cost calculations and conclusion 12 

Tina’s Compendium Cars 

 
The Hyundai Accent 2012 cost me $291 per month 

It was running fine.  In 2014 I had moved to Texas and was taking care of Mutti 

and Papa.  There were too many cars at the house, and I was the only driver still 

practicing.  So, by 2017 we sold all the cars but the Honda Pilot, including mine. 
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Mutti actually owned the Pilot.  After 2014 I took over many of the daily expenses, 

so part of the Pilot’s cost belonged to me.  By 2019, Mutti was having difficulty 

lifting herself into the Pilot.  The seat was much higher than her wheelchair.  We 

had planned a nice birthday for her at her favorite Chinese restaurant.  So, I went to 

the dealer and asked if they had a car that was more wheelchair friendly.  They 

recommended the CRV which was nicknamed the “Child of the Pilot” because it 

was just like a Pilot but everything was lower.   
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The CRV cost $532 per month 

 

The front seat was the same height as a wheel chair.  The back section was just 

right for a folded wheelchair.  It worked great, Mutti could easily get in and out of 

the CRV.  And I could easily lift the wheelchair into the back compartment.  We 

had a wonderful birthday party for Mutti 

 

In 2021, Chris had a heart attack.  He stayed several months at my house for re-

habilitation.  We again used the CRV with a wheelchair. 

 

In late 2021, Chris and I were going on a cruise out of Galveston.  Two days before 

the cruise the CRV refused to start.  Would not even make a noise.  The tow-truck 

driver got the CRV started and I drove it to the dealer.  They replaced the battery, 

but could not find anything wrong.  Drove it home.  Then that afternoon it did it 

again.  Researched the symptoms on the internet.  Found several references to a 

starter issue that was hard to diagnose, just had to replace the whole starter system.  

It started for the drive to the cruise line.  We drove all the way down without 

stopping the engine for anything, including getting lunch and gas.  After we drove 
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home, I went back to the dealer and traded-in the CRV.  In the 30 months that I 

had owned the CRV, I had driven 19,911 miles. 

 

 
The Toyota RAV4 cost me $601 a month. 

When I went to trade in the CRV in September 2021, I went back to the same 

salesman that sold me the CRV.  But now he was working for the same dealer but 

at the Toyota sales room.  Because of the COVID19 pandemic, new cars were in 

short supply, and there were not many used cars either.  Except for internet and 

electronics for working at home, the rest of the economy was grinding to a halt.  

There were only two sedans for sale at Toyota.  I grab the RAV4.  It met all my 

needs.  It is the same as the CRV except that the starter system was working. 

 

By August 2023, the COVID pandemic restrictions were being lifted and I had 

moved into the Conservatory of North Austin.  I no longer had a need to a car.  The 

Conservatory provided a bus for transportation to stores.  And I could use Uber for 

my own personal trips.  You can take a lot of Uber trips for $600 a month.   
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In the two years that I owned the RAV4 I had only gone 8597 miles.  That 

included driving twice to Galveston (cruises), several time to San Antonio (Graves, 

Dude Ranch), and lots of doctor appointments for Mutti and Chris.  That was all 

over, and I had nowhere to go. 

 

 
Through Kelly Blue book I requested quotes from local dealers and re-sale 

companies.  Kelly Blue book had a Good Trade-in value of $24,984.   
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Several Dealers and re-sellers responded. 
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CarMax was the best and $27,000 was over the Kelly Blue book value of $24,984. 

I went right over that evening, 26 August 2023 
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And CarMax honor their offer of $27,000. 

 

 

Titles that I can Find 

 

Chevy Malibu 1978 

Chevy S10 Pickup 

Pontiac Firebird 

Pontiac Grand Am 

To find title Malibu, S10, Firebird, Grand Am 
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Hyundai Accent 2000 MD Title 2000 to 2008 
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Hyundai Accent 2000 TX Title 2008 to 2010 
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Hyundai Accent 2000 MD Title 2010 to 2011.  The DMV just reissued my prior 

title as a lost title, cost $30.  I did not have to pay taxes on bring the Accent back 

into Maryland. 
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Hyundai Accent 2012 MD 2011 to 2014 – loan 
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Hyundai Accent 2012 MD 2011 to 2014 – no loan 
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Hyundai Accent 2012 TX 2014 to 2017 
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Honda Pilot 2013 

 
Honda Pilot 2013 signed by Mutti in 2019 
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Honda CRV 2019 
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Toyota RAV4 2021 

 

 

 

Purchase and Sell Financial Contracts 

Chevy Malibu 1978 

Chevy S10 Pickup 

Pontiac Firebird 

Pontiac Grand Am 

Hyundai Accent 2000 

 

To find contracts Malibu, S10, Firebird, Grand Am, Accent2000 
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Hyundai Accent 2012 
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Honda Pilot 2013 
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Honda CRV 2019 
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Toyota RAV4 2021 

 

 

 

 

The End 

 

 


