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Introduction 

 

Starting in December 1986 Helga began to write a family Christmas letter.  Hans helped by computerizing the 

letter and the address labels.  Many times, the letter also included the latest family photo.  Many of their friends 

also wrote Xmas letter to go with their cards.  This tradition was an excellent way for friends in faraway places 

to keep up with events in the other's life.  Hans and Helga had an extensive address list of friends and family 

members.  They never removed any one from the address list unless that person was no longer able to receive 

mail through the mortal postal system. 

 

Because so many of their friends were German speaking, the letters were often also available in German.  When 

found, both versions are included. 

 

In another document is the yearly Family Christmas photo that many years was added to the Christmas letter. 

 

The last letter was sent in December 2014, the Christmas before Hans' death in August 2015. 
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