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Introduction 

This compendium is a collections of information Hans and Helga compiled in their 

research of Louis David de Schweinitz (b 1780, d 1834).  A lot has been written 

about David de Schweinitz, but Hans and Helga were more intrigued by David's 

contribution to botany, mycology, and apothecary. 

 

David de Schweinitz name in research is sometimes 'von Schweinitz' and Louis is 

'Lewis' or 'Ludwig'.  David de Schweinitz was born a 'von Schweinitz' and later 

started to use 'de Schweinitz'. 
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David von Schweinitz as a Person 

Excerpts from Encyclopedia Americana 1950 pg 411 

and from Wikipedia 

 

Louis David von Schweinitz was a Moravian clergyman and botanist.  He was 

born on 13 February 1780 in Bethlehem Pennsylvania and died on 8 February 1834 

also in Bethlehem.  During his life, he went to Germany for his education, and 

spent significant amount of time in Salem North Carolina.  Both in Bethlehem and 

in Salem, David catalogued over 1,400 new specimens in flora and fungi.  He is in 

some literature called "Father of North American Mycology".  In Bethlehem, he 

ran an Apothecary (Pharmacy) which involved growing and identifying the 

medicinal uses of local flora. 

 

His parents were Hans Christian Alexander von Schweinitz (1740-1802) and Anna 

Dorothea Elizabeth von Watteville.  David married Louisa Amelia LeDoux on 24 

May 1812.  This is probably the time when David changed his name from 'von 

Schweinitz' to 'de Schweinitz' which could be the influence of his French 

descendent wife.  They had five children: Edmund Alexander (1825-1857), Emil 

Adolphus (1815-1879), Robert (1819-1901), Edward William (1814-1815), and 

Barnard Eugene (1828-1854).  All five children used 'de Schweinitz' as family 

name. 

 

David’s Relation to Hans-Ludwig von Schweinitz 

 

Family Tree 

David's father, Hans Christian was a member of the "Kutscheborwitz" branch of 

the Schweinitz family.  Most of this family branch were Moravian.  Father Hans 

Christian married twice, and David is from the second marriage.  On the family 

tree David "Lewis" or David "Louis" is instead "Ludwig".  David had seven 

brothers and sisters.  These eight children of father Hans Christian broke away 

from the main family branch became the "Kutscheborwitz Jüngere Linie" the 

younger line. 

 

Hans Ludwig von Schweinitz is from the "Klein Krichen: Alt Raudten" branch of 

the Schweinitz family. 

 

The 'Kutscheborwitz' branch and the 'Klein Krichen' branch do not come together 

until back in 1443 and 1444.  Hans von Schweinitz (1410-1439) in his brief 29 

years had six children.  Chrisoph was born in 1443 and his descendents eventual 
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created the 'Kurscheborwitz' branch.  Another son, Franz was born in 1444 and his 

descendents eventual created the 'Klein Krichen' branch. 

 

So Hans Ludwig von Schweinitz is related to Lewis David de Schweinitz based on 

a common ancestor Hans von Schweinitz (1410-1439). 
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Far left is David (1780-1834), Bottom right is Hans (1410-1439), top right is Hans-

Ludwig (1934-2015) 
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Where Hans Ludwig and Lewis David have a common ancestor: Hans1410-1439 

Lewis David is descendent of son Christoph (1443) and Hans Ludwig is a 

descendent of son Franz (1444) 

 
On family tree, Lewis David's name is Ludwig and his father is Hans Christian 

(1740-1802).  David has seven brothers and sisters. 
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Lewis David (Ludwig) married Amalie le Doux and they had five children. 

 

 

Lewis David de Schweinitz as a Botanist, Mycologist, and Apothecary 

David catalogued over 1,400 new specimens in flora and fungi.  One flora and one 

fungi have been named in his honor.  And a water fall in North Carolina. 

 

Flora:  The Schweinitz's Sunflower is named after Lewis David de Schweinitz.  It 

scientific name is 'Helianthus schweinitizii'.  'Helianthus is from the Greek words 

for 'sun' and 'flower'.  This flower was not named in David's honor until 1842, 

about 8 years after David died in 1834.  This sunflower is one of the rarest plants 

in the United States and is only found in North and South Carolina.  David had 

spent a great amount of time in Salem North Carolina, which was a Moravian 

community during his time. 

 

Mycologist: In 1821 a fungus was named in David's honor.  At that time the 

scientific name was ' Polyporus schweinitzii' and in 1990 the scientific name was 

changed to ' Phaeolus schweinitzii'.  This fungus is knows as a 'butt rot' which is 

not what it seems.  This fungus grows from the roots or base of the host tree.  Once 

identified, it has been found in North America, Eurasia, New Zealand, Australia, 

and South Africa.  Since this fungus leads to decay and will cause the tree to 

become brittle and facture, it is not a favorite fungus of Forest Managers, but it is a 

favorite of same crafters.  It has several common names such as dyer's polypore 

and dyer's mazegill. It is an excellent natural source of green, yellow, gold, or 

brown dye. 

 

Apothecary:  In Bethlehem Pennsylvania, the Apothecary that David had, has been 

restored, and in the back is a garden of apothecary plants. These plants have 
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medicinal purpose and are identified.  Many of the plants and their uses were 

identified by David.  David did interact with local Indian tribes and gained quite a 

lot of his knowledge from these tribes. 

 

Sunflower: Helianthus schweinitizii 

 
 

 
Current range of Sunflower 
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Schweinitz's Sunflower 'Helianthus schweinitizii' botanical drawing 
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Fungus: Butt Rot: Phaeolus schweinitzii 

 

 
One version of Schweinitz Butt Rot ' Phaeolus schweinitzii' 

 
Advance decay in Douglas-fir caused by Butt Rot.  Characteristic is cubical shaped 

rot. 
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Bethlehem PA and Salem NC 

In 1994 the Schweinitz family had a reunion in Winston Salem North Carolina and 

in 19?? there was another reunion in Bethlehem PA.  Both places have quite a bit 

of information about David.  In Bethlehem there is a Museum about David's 

contributions and a restored Apothecary.  And the cemetery has many headstones 

of his descendents.   In Salem there is a colored window in his honor in the church. 

 

In Salem, NC, Helga bought some note cards with a floral bouquet in honor of 

Ludwig David von Schweinitz.  Helga sent this card to many relatives, including 
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relatives in Germany, so she translated the caption on the back of the card into 

German. 

 

While in Salem NC, the family went to Hanging Rock State Park in Danbury NC.  

The Lower Cascade falls used to be known as 'Schweinitz Cascade' in honor of 

David. 

 

 

 
Schweinitz family on step of church in Salem North Carolina. 

 

Hans, Helga, Tina 
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Schweinitz Falls 

 
Schweinitz Cascade (now Lowers Cascades) in Hanging Rock State Park NC 

 
Photos of Schweinitz fall’s for Stereoscope Viewer used to create a 3d effect 

image. 
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Floral Card from Salem North Carolina 

 
Ludwig David von Schweinitz (1780-1843) painted this watercolor in March 1798 

at the age of 18.  Born in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, he became a Moravian 

minister and well-known botanist.  He lived in Salem, North Carolina from 1812-

1821 while he was administrator of the Moravians’ holdings there. 

 

Helga's notes on translating into German 
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Ludwig David von Schweinitz (1780-1843) malte dieses Aquarell im März 1798 

im Alter von 18 Jahren.  In Bethlehem, Pennsylvanien, geboren, wurde er Pastor 

der Mährischen Brüdergemeinde und ein bekannter Botaniker.  Von 1812 bis 1821 

lebte er in Salem, Nord Karolina, und war dort Verwalter der Besitzungen der 

Mährischen Brüdergemeinde. 
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Article by Dr Frank Kuserk 

Dr Frank T Kuserk published an indepth article about David in the Moravian 

[College} Alumni Quarterly, Fall 1985 [34 (3):2-4 titile “Lewis David von 

Schweinitz: Pioneer of American Science.” 
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The End 

 

 

 


