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Introduction 
This little booklet is just a collection of information about the Baptism 

(Christening) Pillow that has been in the Alt Raudten branch of the von Schweinitz 

since 1872.  Helga collected enough information to create a tree of everybody who 

has been baptized in the pillow. 

 

The Christening Pillow actually consists of a pillow and an outfit.  Both boys and 

girls use the same outfit during the baptism. 

 

Hans and his older sister, Ingrid, had been baptized in the pillow while still in 

Silesia.  Probably in the family church in Alt Raudten. 

 

The Christening Pillow survived the flight out of Silesia because it was already in 

Wiesbaden with the Börsch family.  Dodi Börsch was using the Pillow for her 

children because she was the daughter of Dora von Schweinitz.  When Hans' 

family arrived in Wiesbaden, the Pillow was returned to the von Schweinitz 

family.  Hans' father, Hans Wilhelm, used the Pillow to baptize his younger 

children.    When Hans Ludwig married Helga and had their daughter Bettina, she 

was baptized in Wiesbaden.  The Pillow stayed with Hans Ludwig and Helga, and 

made the trip to United States.  So when their son, Christopher, born and baptized 

in Roswell New Mexico, that was the first time the pillow was used outside of 

Germany.  The Pillow made the trip back to Germany so that Hans' younger 

brother Michael could baptize his children.  Then the Pillow returned to United 

States again so that Christopher's (and Jill's) first child, Matthew could be baptized 

in Santa Fe New Mexico. 

 

In 2008, the Christening Pillow returned to Germany again to younger brother of 

Hans, Michael, so that his first grandchild could be baptized. 
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Bettina von Schweinitz 1959 

 
Christopher von Schweinitz 1964 

 

 
Matthew von Schweinitz 19 December 

1993 
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More Photos of Matthew’s Baptism on 

19 December 1993 

 

 
Church 

 
Chris (father), Bettina (Aunt-Chris’ 

sister), Jill (mother) in front of church. 
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Jill and Chris with Matthew 
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All three generations, Helga, Chris, 

Bettina, Jill, Hans, Matthew 
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Opa – Hans with Matthew 
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Oma – Helga with Matthew 

 
Three generations, Christopher, 

Matthew, Hans 

 



 
The End 

 


