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Introduction 

This compendium a collection of recipes and notes from Hans.  Brewing beer and 

wine was one of Hans' hobbies.  In the family home, there would often be 

something brewing on the kitchen counter.  And once bottled, special friends 

would be invited to taste the resulting brews.  Hans started to brew beer while 

stationed in Roswell New Mexico in 1962-1966.  He continued to brew beer and 

also started to brew wine.  He even brewed beer and wine while the family lived in 

Saudi Arabia. 

 

When Hans' daughter, Bettina, wrote her Master's Thesis in 1991 on Microbrewery 

Business, she wrote in her father was a partner in the business venture. 

 

Full size copies of the recipes and documents are included at the end of this 

compendium. 
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Photos 

 
Hans brewing about 1963 in Roswell New Mexico 
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Bottle cap press (as display in house 2022) 

 
Brewing vat (as container in Garage 2022) 
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History 

In 1963 Hans brewed beer.  Paper was in short supply, so he typed a recipe on the 

back of letter written on 13 February 1963.  Then he modified the recipe twice on 

the same paper.  The original used 7 pounds of sugar, the second version used 10 

pounds of sugar, and the third version used 4 pounds of sugar.  There were other 

modifications, but this is an example.  The pot would sit in the kitchen until it was 

finished brewing.  Then the whole family would help in sterilizing the bottles.  

They had collected glass beer bottles from the big brewing companies.  The brew 

would be poured into the bottles, and a cap would be pressed on.  Then all the 

bottles would be stored in the bathroom.  After two weeks the beer is ready. 

 

Things did not always go well.  Once, the bottles were either not sterilized enough, 

or they got hotter than the recommended 70 degrees Fahrenheit.  While in the 

bathroom, they started to explode.  That was exciting.   
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In 1977 Hans and his family were living in Saudi Arabia.  Although Saudi Arabia 

is a dry country (no alcohol), you are allowed to brew and consume within your 

own home.  If a Saudi or another Muslim is a guest in your home, then the brewing 

must be hidden from view.  Home brewing was a popular hobby with many expats.  

And there were many invitations to each other's home, for taste testing. 

 

Hans found a wine and a beer recipe.  He might have received it from friends 

already in Saudi Arabia.  It was important that proper information was 

disseminated, because poorly brewed alcohol could lead to medical problems 

(blindness).  Hans arrived in Saudi Arabia in November 1977, and by 22 December 

1977 he started to brew beer.  He kept daily notes.  His notes indicate that he 

brewed beer again in January 1978, February 1978, and 13 Jan 1979.  Wine was 

also popular, and was made from grape juice.  Hans brewed wine on 22 January 

1978 and January 1979. 
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The largest issue while brewing in Saudi Arabia was getting supplies and 

ingredients.  Luckily there was a company, DeFalco Wine Makers, in Austin Texas 

that could provide the necessary items and also knew how to label the boxes.  Any 

marking on the shipping box that indicated that contents was alcohol or alcohol 

supplies would be confiscated by customs.  And any words on the customs label 

that indicated alcohol would also result in confiscating.  Not only did this supplier 

know how to sell to expats in Saudi Arabia, it also included articles in the box that 

explained how the brewing process actually worked.  A couple of these articles are 

included in the back of this compendium and they explain how the Hydrometer 

works and how concentrates are made. 

 

More Brewing Recipes 

Hans collected a few more recipes while in Saudi Arabia.  There is no indication if 

he ever tried these.  They have been attached to the end of this compendium.  

Collecting recipes for beer and wine brewing was just as popular as collecting cake 

recipes.  Brewing was not just a man's hobby, but wives also tried (women were 

not hired to work in Saudi Arabia and could only come into the country if they 

were wives or children of men that were hired). 
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Recipes through the years and notes 

1963 original recipe and notes page 1 
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1963 original recipe and notes page 2 
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1977 Wine and Beer Recipes used by Hans pg1 
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1978 and 1979 January Wine and Beer Recipe notes by Hans 
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1977 December Beer Recipe notes by Hans 
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1978 January and February Beer Recipe notes by Hans 
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1977 Hydrometer Chart from DeFalco Wine Makers. Austin Texas 
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1977 Wine Concentrate from DeFalco Wine Makers. Austin Texas 
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1977 Wine Concentrate from DeFalco Wine Makers. Austin Texas page 2 
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1977-79 Donald’s Wine 

 
Also includes another source for yeast from Austin. 

The IRS phone number is because Hans was having issues with the IRS. 

 

  



Hans Beer and Wine Compendium pg19 

 

1977-79 Betty's Veeno and Broo 

Brewing was not just a man's hobby 
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More Photos 

 
Hans and daughter Bettina enjoying beer samplers at a Microbrewery in Austin. 

 
Bettina, Aunt Renate, and son Kirsken at Austin Microbrewery 
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