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Introduction 
This is a collections funeral notes, documents, Obituary, Life Book, and Memorial 

Book from Hans Ludwig von Schweinitz (née Pörtner) funeral. 

 

 

Included: 

Funeral Documents 82 pages 

Life Book 46 pages 

Memorial Book 35 pages 
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Hans Funeral 2015 Compendium 

Introduction 

 

Documents and Notes from 

Cook Walden Funeral Home 

Ft Sam Houston Cemetery 

Life Memorial Service at Cook Walden Lamar 

Obituary in American Statesman 

Album from Pflugerville Care Center (Nursing Home) 

 

 
 

 















































Ft Sam Houston Cemetery 150829 directions 

1520 Harry Wurzbach Rd, San Antonio TX 78209     210-820-3891     99.7  miles via Toll130 and I35 

Toll 130 South for 28miles.  At intersection of Toll 130/Toll 45/183, stay RIGHT at split and continue on Toll 45for 9miles to I35 South.  Do not take the Toll 130/183 South Exit. 

Take I35 South for 55miles.  Keep LEFT for Loop 410 E/I35 South (Connally Loop). Take Loop 410E for 2 miles 

Take 3
rd

 exit (#164A) for Rittiman Rd. Turn RIGHT/West (towards downtown) onto Rittiman and go 1.5 miles 

LEFT onto Harry Wurzbach. 

TO MAIN Enterance:  Go 0.6miles.   Entrance on LEFT onto Sam Houston Blvd.  Look at bulletin board for location of Pavillion/Canopy where funeral will be held. 

TO GRAVE: Section 123  Grave 10:  Go .4miles, LEFT onto Winans Rd, RIGHT onto Nursery Rd, LEFT onto Sam Houston Blvd. Follow Cemetery Map 
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Hans Ludwig von Schweinitz 
26 October 1934  -   26 August 2015 

 

HYMN 

 

Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

 

Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way; 

Direct, protect, and feed me from day to day. 

Without your grace and favor I go astray; 

So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way. 

 

So Nimm Denn Meine Hände 

 

So nimm denn meine Hände und führe mich 

Bis an mein selig Ende und ewiglich! 

Ich mag allein nicht gehen, nicht einen Schritt; 

Wo du wirst gehn und stehen, da nimm mich mit. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Music 

 

From Verdi’s opera Nabucco:   “Chorus of the Slaves”    Also called “Exodus”. 

 

L. van Beethoven:  “Moonlight Sonata” 

 

Anton Dvorzak:  “Largo from Symphony # 9”.  The violin solo played by Andre 

Rieu. 
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Alt Raudten  
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Ballon ride 

 
BBQ steaks 

 
Brewing Beer 
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Boat 
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Car 

 
Caving 
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Chess 

 
Computer 

 
Dancing 

 
Fishing 
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Fishing 

 
Fuer Sanbowla 

 
Ganton 19117 
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German Dress 
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Hiking 
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Nap Time 

 
Interviewed 
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Photographer 
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Saudi Arabia 
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Los Vegas Travel 

 
Friendship force 
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Village Circle Xmas 
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Obituary

There are 57 photos in the gallery

Service Information

Graveside Service

Monday, August 31, 2015

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Funeral Etiquette

What To Do Before, During and 

After a Funeral Service

What To Say When Someone 

Passes Away

What To Wear To a Funeral Service

Helping a Friend Cope With Grief

What To Say When You Don’t Know 

What To Say

In Memory of

Hans Ludwig von 
Schweinitz
October 26, 1934 - August 26, 2015

Hans Ludwig von Schweinitz passed away on the 26th of August, 2015, 

in Pflugerville, Texas. He was 80 years old, suffering from pancreatic 

cancer.

Hans was born on October 26, 1934, in Liegnitz, Germany, in the 

province of Silesia (Schlesien). His father was Hans Wilhelm von 

Schweinitz, his mother was nee Sigrid Freiin von Zedlitz-und-Leipe. He 

had a happy childhood living on the ancestral estate Schloss Alt-

Raudten, but his mother died when he was eight years old.

When, in early 1945, Russian troops rolled into Silesia, the von 

Schweinitz family, together with millions of other Germans, had to flee. 

They happened to be on the streets of Dresden when Allied planes 

dropped phosphor bombs on the crowd, and over 33 000 people burnt 

to death. The smell haunted Hans all his life.

Hans, his sister Ingrid, his father and his stepmother (nee Ursula von 

Brauchitsch) eventually settled in a small cottage without water and 

plumbing in the woods near Wiesbaden. His stepmother gave birth to 

three children within four years.

At the age of 14, Hans, all by himself, moved to Wiesbaden and 

completed a three-year apprenticeship as photographer and photo lab 

specialist. He worked in that field in Germany until he was 23 years old. 

His pay as an apprentice was so low, that he often had to go hungry.

In 1957, Hans immigrated to the United States and was soon drafted, 

although he was still a German citizen and could barely speak English. 

He joined the US Air Force and served honorably for 20 years, retiring 

as SMSgt. He became a US citizen in 1961. He earned a B.S. Degree 

with Honor in Mathematics from Auburn University.

He met and married Helga Poertner in Milwaukee, WI, in 1958. They 

have two children: Bettina and Christopher, and three grandchildren: 

Matthew, Elena and Michael.

Hans was very active and had many hobbies. He snow-skied on an Air 

Force team, he was a scuba diving instructor, he was a skilled 

spelunker and was one of the discoverers of the Cave of the Madonna 

in the Guadalupe Mountains.

His civilian jobs included setting up and running a reconnaissance photo 

lab in Saudi Arabia for three years, working for the Veterans 

Administration as a computer analyst and being a free-lance 

photographer. In 1980, he began buying run down houses, fixed them 

up and sold or kept them. That led to yet another career in buying and 

creating real estate liens.

Hans is survived by Helga, his wife of 57 years, their children Bettina 

and Christopher with wife Jill, his grandchildren Matthew with wife Sara, 

Elena and Michael, his sister Ingrid Wolf and numerous other relatives 

in Germany. His half-brothers are Kurt Balthasar in Namibia, Michael in 

Germany and Alexander in Italy. A half-sister is Therese Klar, Germany.

He loved to give his wife flowers and usually bought a bouquet when 

shopping in a supermarket.

Hans liked to travel and to experience different cultures. As a teenager 

he crossed the Alps on a bicycle. During his career he lived in Thailand, 

Hans von Schweinitz

Delivery Details Provided for:
Cook-Walden Funeral Home

Moving Memories

Click here to celebrate the life of 

Hans with photos and music

Make Your Plan Today

Preplanning your funeral or cemetery 

arrangements gives you and your 

loved ones peace of mind. Don't wait. 

Make your plan online today. 

Audio Condolences

Leave an audio message for the von 

Schweinitz family.

Use your phone to dial in a free 

personalized message. Click here to 

make an entry or listen to recordings 

from friends and family. 
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England, Germany, Saudi Arabia and many different States of the US, 

thus not having a place he could call home except his family. He joined 

Friendship Force International and stayed with families in Chile, Brazil, 

the Argentines, Japan and European countries. He really enjoyed 

hosting visitors from several continents.

He appreciated Austin's cultural scene, especially the Opera and 

activities sponsored by the German-Texan Heritage Society.

One of his greatest pleasures was salmon fishing in Canada and sea 

trout fishing with friends in the Gulf of Mexico.

Since his stroke in 2004, he could no longer read books, nor drive a car 

or take his dogs Whiskey and Schnapsi for walks. Yet, he never 

complained.

Hans was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and was a 

member of a Presbyterian church for several years.

A graveside services will be conducted at one o'clock in the afternoon 

on Monday, the 31st of August 2015, at Fort Sam Houston National 

Cemetery, 1520 Harry Wurzbach Road, San Antonio, TX 78209 under 

the direction of Cook-Walden Funeral Home.

Memorial Services will be conducted at two o'clock in the afternoon on 

Monday, the 14th of September 2015, in the Colonial Chapel of Cook-

Walden Funeral Home, 6100 North Lamar Boulevard, Austin, Texas.

To share condolence with the family, please visit 

www.cookwaldenfuneralhome.com.

Close

Send Flowers

Share your memories or express your condolences by signing the Guest 

Book below or click here for entry suggestions. 

Begin your entry here.

View Complete Guest Book

Personalize Your Tribute

Share photos, videos and more with Legacy Memorial Websites. Find out more.
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Return to Obituary

Cook-Walden Funeral Home

Austin, TX 

In partnership with the 
Dignity Memorial® 

network 

~ Angela Franklin, Richardson, Texas | Contact Me

~ Broddrick Family, Austin, Texas | Contact Me

~ Ines Gaertner, Grödig/ Salzburg 

~ Marian Nelson, Austin, Texas 

Tuesday, September 01, 2015

Liebe Frau von Schweinitz,

I am so sorry to hear of your husband's passing. I remember you well, even though I 

have no expectation that you will remember me. I took German classes with you at 

Anderson High School and I have very fond memories of your class. I was an eager 

student and have always loved the language. I travel to Germany often and still 

have family there. You made me appreciate the importance of correct pronunciation 

and loosing any hint of a Texas accent! I know hearing us speak German with a Texas accent must 

have been painful! Thanks for sharing so many of the pictures and esp the ones from Saudi...I 

remember you had just moved back from there when you began teaching us. My sympathies to you and 

your family and please take comfort in knowing that you and your husband had lasting affects on many 

lives. Angela (Schuenemann) Franklin 

Monday, August 31, 2015

So sorry to learn about Hans passing. He was truly an genuine friend, always willing to help if you 

needed it or would listen if you had something to say. We were neighbors for many years until his stroke 

then him and Helga relocated to be closer to Chris. He will truly be missed but not forgotten, may you 

rest in peace my friend! 

Monday, August 31, 2015

Liebe Helga, sehr traurig bin ich über den Tod meines Cousins Hans-Ludwig, genannt "Hanelu". Ich 

erinnere mich an sein Baumhaus in der Fischzucht, wo wir Karamel-Bonbons herstellten/kochten oder 

an den Tag, an dem ich "Schmiere "stehen musste mit Hubertus, weil Hanelu in einem Garten 

Pfingstrosen "entführte".Bei einem Deutschlandbesuch war er hier in Grödig und hat dadurch auch 

meinen Mann noch kennenlernen können, was ich sehr schön fand, allerdings hatte er als inzwischen 

Amerikaner sehr nach Worten zu suchen und seine Aussprache war auch verändert.

Du wirst Trost bei deinen beiden Kindern und deinen Enkeln finden, und dazu wünsche dir von Herzen 

Kraft und Stärke.Ihr habt ein sehr gutes Foto und einen zutreffenden Nachruf von ihm ins Internet 

gestellt!Das hätte ihn gefreut!

Ines/ Püppi Gaertner, geb. v. Engelmann 

Sunday, August 30, 2015

Dear Helga,

Having lost my husband one year ago, I can honestly say I share your loss.

My heartfelt sympathy and prayers,

Marian H. Nelson 

Sunday, August 30, 2015

Our deepest sympathy for Helga and the family. Hans was quite a unique man and we are happy to 

have known him.

Christa and Richard Broderick 

Sunday, August 30, 2015

We are so very sorry to hear about Hans; he was my deskmate for several months while he was at the 

Veterans Administration. I remember him as a very kind and very intelligent man who 'climbed every 

analytical challenge'. I know Hans' family, extended family and friends will miss his vibrant and energetic 

presence.

Jeani Sanderfer-Smith 

Sunday, August 30, 2015
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~ Dona Reeves-Marquardt, Austin, Texas 

~ Thomas Pörtner, Herford 

~ Thomas Pörtner, Herford 

~ Peter Wolf, Taunusstein | Contact Me

~ Patricia White, GAITHERSBURG, Maryland 

Helga, you and your family have our deepest sympathy. Lew and I embrace you at this difficult time; we 

know well what you feel, the hole that Hans leaves in your life and the sadness of his passing. Please 

know you have the strength of many friends who love and support you and cherish the memory of Hans' 

extraordinary life. Our hearts are with you. 

Sunday, August 30, 2015

Unser allerherzlichstes Beileid von Kerstin, Thomas, Patrick und Sven 

Sunday, August 30, 2015

Unser allerherzlichstes Beileid von Thomas, Kerstin, Patrick und Sven. 

Saturday, August 29, 2015

So sorry to hear of Hans passing. For a man with such a varied life with many accomplishments, the 

loss must be hard to bear. You have our deepest sympathy.

Joyce and Bill Graham 

Saturday, August 29, 2015

Saturday, August 29, 2015

Tina, my thoughts are with you and your family.

Pat 
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Hans Ludwig von Schweinitz passed away on the 26th of August, 2015, in Pflugerville, 

Texas.  He was 80 years old, suffering from pancreatic cancer. 

Hans was born on October 26, 1934, in Liegnitz, Germany, in the province of Silesia 

(Schlesien).  His father was Hans Wilhelm von Schweinitz, his mother was nee Sigrid Freiin 

von Zedlitz-und-Leipe.  He had a happy childhood living on the ancestral estate Schloss Alt-

Raudten, but his mother died when he was eight years old. 

When, in early 1945, Russian troops rolled into Silesia, the von Schweinitz family, together 

with millions of other Germans, had to flee.  They happened to be on the streets of Dresden 

when Allied planes dropped phosphor bombs on the crowd, and over 33 000 people burnt to 

death.  The smell haunted Hans all his life. 

Hans, his sister Ingrid, his father and his stepmother (nee Ursula von Frankenberg-Luettwitz) 

eventually settled in a small cottage without water and plumbing in the woods near 

Wiesbaden.   His stepmother gave birth to three children within four years.  

At the age of 14, Hans, all by himself, moved to Wiesbaden and completed a three-year 

apprenticeship as photographer and photo lab specialist.  He worked in that field in Germany 

until he was 23 years old.   His pay as an apprentice was so low, that he often had to go 

hungry. 

In 1957, Hans immigrated to the United States and was soon drafted, although he was still a 

German citizen and could barely speak English.  He joined the US Air Force and served 

honorably for 20 years, retiring as SMSgt.  He became a US citizen in 1961.  He earned a B.S. 

Degree with Honor in Mathematics from Auburn University. 

He met and married Helga Poertner in Milwaukee, WI, in 1958.  They have two children:  

Bettina and Christopher, and three grandchildren:  Matthew, Elena and Michael. 

Hans was very active and had many hobbies.  He snow-skied on an Air Force team, he was a 

scuba diving instructor, he was a skilled spelunker and was one of the discoverers of the Cave 

of the Madonna in the Guadalupe Mountains.   

His civilian jobs included setting up and running a reconnaissance photo lab in Saudi Arabia 

for three years, working for the Veterans Administration as a computer analyst and being a 

free-lance photographer.  In 1980, he began buying run down houses, fixed them up and sold 

or kept them. That led to yet another career in buying and creating real estate liens.  

Hans is survived by Helga, his wife of 57 years, their children Bettina and Christopher with 

wife Jill, his grandchildren Matthew with wife Sara, Elena and Michael, his sister Ingrid Wolf 



and numerous other relatives in Germany.  His half-brothers are Kurt Balthasar in Namibia, 

Michael in Germany and Alexander in Italy.  A half-sister is Therese Klar, Germany. 

He loved to give his wife flowers and usually bought a bouquet when shopping in a 

supermarket. 

Hans liked to travel and to experience different cultures.  As a teenager he crossed the Alps 

on a bicycle.  During his career he lived in Thailand, England, Germany, Saudi Arabia and 

many different States of the US, thus not having a place he could call home except his family.  

He joined Friendship Force International and stayed with families in Chile, Brazil, the 

Argentines, Japan and European countries.  He really enjoyed hosting visitors from several 

continents.  

He appreciated Austin’s cultural scene, especially the Opera and activities sponsored by the 

German-Texan Heritage Society. 

 One of his greatest pleasures was salmon fishing in Canada and sea trout fishing with friends 

in the Gulf of Mexico.  

Since his stroke in 2004, he could no longer read books, nor drive a car or take his dogs 

Whiskey and Schnapsi for walks.  Yet, he never complained. 

Hans was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and was a member of a Presbyterian 

church for several years. 
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Obituary 

 

Hans Ludwig von Schweinitz 
 

Hans Ludwig von Schweinitz passed away on the 26th of August, 2015, in 

Pflugerville, Texas.  He was 80 years old, suffering from pancreatic 

cancer. 

 

Hans was born on October 26, 1934, in Liegnitz, Germany, in the province 

of Silesia (Schlesien).  His father was Hans Wilhelm von Schweinitz, his 

mother was nee Sigrid Freiin von Zedlitz-und-Leipe.  He had a happy 

childhood living on the ancestral estate Schloss Alt-Raudten, but his 

mother died when he was eight years old. 

 

When, in early 1945, Russian troops rolled into Silesia, the von 

Schweinitz family, together with millions of other Germans, had to flee.  

They happened to be on the streets of Dresden when Allied planes 

dropped phosphor bombs on the crowd, and over 33 000 people burnt to 

death.  The smell haunted Hans all his life. 

 

Hans, his sister Ingrid, his father and his stepmother (nee Ursula von 

Frankenberg-Luettwitz) eventually settled in a small cottage without water 

and plumbing in the woods near Wiesbaden.   His stepmother gave birth to 

three children within four years.  

 

At the age of 14, Hans, all by himself, moved to Wiesbaden and 

completed a three-year apprenticeship as photographer and photo lab 

specialist.  He worked in that field in Germany until he was 23 years old.   

His pay as an apprentice was so low, that he often had to go hungry. 

 

In 1957, Hans immigrated to the United States and was soon drafted, 

although he was still a German citizen and could barely speak English.  He 

joined the US Air Force and served honorably for 20 years, retiring as 

SMSgt.  He became a US citizen in 1961.  He earned a B.S. Degree with 

Honor in Mathematics from Auburn University. 

 

He met and married Helga Poertner in Milwaukee, WI, in 1958.  They 

have two children:  Bettina and Christopher, and three grandchildren:  

Matthew, Elena and Michael. 

 

Hans was very active and had many hobbies.  He snow-skied on an Air 

Force team, he was a scuba diving instructor, he was a skilled spelunker 

and was one of the discoverers of the Cave of the Madonna in the 

Guadalupe Mountains.   

 

His civilian jobs included setting up and running a reconnaissance photo 

lab in Saudi Arabia for three years, working for the Veterans 

Administration as a computer analyst and being a free-lance photographer.  

In 1980, he began buying run down houses, fixed them up and sold or kept 
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them. That led to yet another career in buying and creating real estate 

liens.  

 

Hans is survived by Helga, his wife of 57 years, their children Bettina and 

Christopher with wife Jill, his grandchildren Matthew with wife Sara, 

Elena and Michael, his sister Ingrid Wolf and numerous other relatives in 

Germany.  His half-brothers are Kurt Balthasar in Namibia, Michael in 

Germany and Alexander in Italy.  A half-sister is Therese Klar, Germany. 

 

He loved to give his wife flowers and usually bought a bouquet when 

shopping in a supermarket. 

 

Hans liked to travel and to experience different cultures.  As a teenager he 

crossed the Alps on a bicycle.  During his career he lived in Thailand, 

England, Germany, Saudi Arabia and many different States of the US, 

thus not having a place he could call home except his family.  He joined 

Friendship Force International and stayed with families in Chile, Brazil, 

the Argentines, Japan and European countries.  He really enjoyed hosting 

visitors from several continents.  

 

He appreciated Austin’s cultural scene, especially the Opera and activities 

sponsored by the German-Texan Heritage Society. 

 

 One of his greatest pleasures was salmon fishing in Canada and sea trout 

fishing with friends in the Gulf of Mexico.  

 

Since his stroke in 2004, he could no longer read books, nor drive a car or 

take his dogs Whiskey and Schnapsi for walks.  Yet, he never complained. 

Hans was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and was a member 

of a Presbyterian church for several years. 
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Hand out during service 

 

HYMN 

 

Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

 

Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way; 

Direct, protect, and feed me from day to day. 

Without your grace and favor I go astray; 

So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way. 

 

So Nimm Denn Meine Hände 

 

So nimm denn meine Hände und führe mich 

Bis an mein selig Ende und ewiglich! 

Ich mag allein nicht gehen, nicht einen Schritt; 

Wo du wirst gehn und stehen, da nimm mich mit. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Music 

 

From Verdi’s opera Nabucco:   “Chorus of the Slaves”    Also called “Exodus”. 

 

L. van Beethoven:  “Moonlight Sonata” 

 

Anton Dvorzak:  “Largo from Symphony # 9”.  The violin solo played by Andre Rieu. 
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Dignity Website entries 
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Sympathy cards 



Hans’ Memorial Book 21 



Hans’ Memorial Book 22 



Hans’ Memorial Book 23 

 



Hans’ Memorial Book 24 

 



Hans’ Memorial Book 25 



Hans’ Memorial Book 26 

 



Hans’ Memorial Book 27 

 
 

 



Hans’ Memorial Book 28 

 

 



Hans’ Memorial Book 29 

 
 

 

 



Hans’ Memorial Book 30 

 

 

 
 

 



Hans’ Memorial Book 31 

Emails 
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