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Introduction 
 

This is a compendium of Hans von Schweinitz scuba diving adventures.  Hans 

started to learn scuba diving while stationed in England on 9 June 1968 and 

continued to scuba dive until 1979.   

This compendium describes his training.  Hans eventually became an instructor in 

1971.  Hans went on several trips and also dived locally at all the locations where 

he was stationed.  Often his family would come along.  In 1975, his daughter, 

Bettina, became a qualified diver and they had big plans to go on trips.  But Bettina 

would easily get seasick (or lakesick) which made it difficult to scuba dive in the 

Gulf of Mexico.  In 2021, both Chris is son and Bettina qualified again to scuba 

dive.  Now the nausea medicine actually worked, and both took cruises in the 

Caribbean and dived the reefs. 
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Hans Scuba Diving in England 1968-1969 
Hans enjoyed any activity involving water.  While a teenager, he was a member of a swim team 

in Germany that attended the International Sporting competition in Leipzig Germany in 195??.  

Where ever he was stationed in the US Air Force, the family enjoyed meeting at the local 

swimming pool for a few hours of family time.  He also liked to explore the local rivers and 

lakes using a bathtub sailboat and rowboats.  And, many family holidays were spent at the 

seaside including Myrtle Beach South Carolina, or Daytona Beach Florida.  In 1968, while 

stationed in England, he became involved with scuba diving.  He continued Scuba diving until 

1979, when he retired from the US Air Force.  Then his water adventures changed to fishing and 

a boat with a motor.  And he had a pool installed in the back yard of their home in Austin. 

 

Hans began his Scuba Diving adventures on 9 June 1968 with his basic swimming test, and in 

the next 3 months he passed the remaining tests, but in his typical fashion, they were not in 

order.  He participated in a scuba diving excursion on 25 June 1968, before he qualified for 

snorkeling on 30 August 1968.  He received his 3rd Class Diver certification on 10 May 1969 

and was half way through his qualifications for 2nd Class Diver. 

 

On 9 June 1968, Hans passed the basic swimming Group A test that is the beginning of 

becoming certified for scuba diving.  In 1968, the test involved  

 swimming 200 yards freestyle,  

 100 yards backstroke,  

 50 yards wearing 10-pound weight-belt,  

 float on back for 5 minutes,  

 tread water with hands above head for 1 minute,  

 dive six times to bottom of deep end of pool to retrieve six objects.   

In 2021, Hans' children (now adults) passed the swim test for scuba certification and the test 

involved swimming 200 meter any stroke, and floating/treading water for 10 minutes. 

 

 

On 16 June 1968, Hans became a full member of 

the British Sub-Aqua Club and he pass the 

Group B test which involved:  

 Sink basic equipment (for snorkeling) in 

deep end of pool, and dive for each item in turn 

and fit at the surface, 

 Fin 200 yards, surface diving every 25 

yards. 

Tow an adult 50 yards.  Land 'body' and carry 

out artificial respiration 

 Perform 3 rolls forward, 3 rolls backwards 

(breath may be taken between rolls) 

 Fin 15 yards under water 

 Hold breath for 30 seconds under water. 

By 2021, none of these tests were a requirement for Hans' children. 
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Hans was supposed to pass Group C test 

and become certified in snorkeling before 

his first open water snorkeling dives, but by 

25 and 26 June 1968, he went to Weymouth 

and Lulworth Cove in England. 

 

 

Hans then went back and did the Group D test before the Group C test.  On 7 July 1968, Hans 

completed the Group D, which is the open water snorkeling test involving: 

 Confirm physical fitness 

 Fin 50 yards in open water wearing basic equipment (for snorkeling) 

 Surface dive to a depth of 20 feet wearing basic equipment 

 Perform a rescue of a Snorkel Diver in open water and two for 50 yards. 

Again, by 2021, none of these tests were a requirement for Hans' children. 

 

On 21 July 1968, Hans went back and did the Group C test, probably while he was doing his 

third open water snorkeling dive at New Gold Rugby England.  Group C test involves: 

 Fin 50 yards wearing 10 pound weight-belt 

 Release weight-belt in deep end of pool, remove mask 

 Fin 50 yards face submerged, using snorkel tube, no mask 

 Complete at deep end, replace mask, surface dive, recover and refit weight-belt. Give 

signal - I am OK. 

 Fin further 50 yards wearing 10 pound weight-belt. 

Luckily, by 2021, none of these tests were a requirement for Hans' children. 

 

On 27 July 1968, Hans bought scuba diving equipment and went diving at Stoney Cove in 

Leicester England 
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On 30 August 1968, Hans took his oral test for become a Snorkel diver and received his 

Snorkeling certificate.  But back on 21 July 1968, Hans already began his certification 

requirements for becoming a 3rd Class Diver.  By 30 August 1968, Hans had also met all what 

he thought were the requirements to become a 3rd Class diver, and had even taken the oral exam.  

But, somehow he only completed 4 qualifying dives instead of the required 5.  He did the fifth 

dive on 27 April 1969, and belatedly received is 3rd Class Diver certification on 10 May 1969.  

When in 2021, Hans' children (adults by then) received their Open Water Scuba Diver 

certifications, these scuba test requirements were very similar.  Most differences were due to the 

advancement in technology.  But the major change was the limitation on depth.  In 2021, Open 

Water Divers were limited to 18 meters or 60 feet in depth.  By 11 August 1968 Hans did a dive 

at Stoney Cove England at 90 feet, and on 27 April 1969 again at Stoney Cove England down to 

120 feet.  Hans wrote in his dive log book that at 120 feet the dive was "very Cold".  

 

Hans continued his qualification dives for becoming a 2nd Class diver in September 1969 with 

dives at Portland along the southern Dorset coast of England.  Two of the dives were on the 

wreck of Himalaya troop ship. 
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Hans diving at Portland, England 1969 

 

Hans' diving adventures were interrupted by the US Air Force assigning him to Thailand for a 

year.  This was part of the Vietnam Police (War) action.  Then Hans was assigned to Shaw Air 

Force Base in Sumter South Carolina in December 1970.  His family moved from England and 

joined him.  Hans continued with Scuba diving in the United States. 

 

The book that Hans studied from was the "British Sub-Aqua Club Diving Manual" 5th edition 

1966. 

 

Included with Hans notes is a pamphlet about a water game called "Octopush".  The pamphlet 

has been included on the website.  The game involves using a PUSHER to push a SQUID along 

the bottom of the pool towards the GULLEY to score a GULL.  The game is designed to be 

played by two teams of snorkelers of six players.  There is no indication that Hans ever played 

this game, but he was interested enough to keep the pamphlet. 
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Hans Scuba Diving South Carolina 1970-1972 
In December 1970, Hans was stationed at Shaw AFB in Sumter South Carolina.  His family had 

been staying in England during his 

Station in Thailand from 1969-1970.  

They now came over the pond 

(Atlantic) and joined him.  Hans started 

up with his diving again.  He photo 

appeared in the local Shaw AFB 

newspaper.  Hans joined the Neptune 

Scuba Club of Augusta George and 

North Augusta South Carolina.  In that 

club he found several friends that 

became his diving buddies.  There 

were several boat trips in the local 

lakes and along the South Carolina 

shore line.  He also went on several of 

their trips to Florida, including a trip 

down Crystal River and maybe to the 

Florida Keys. 

 

Hans also liked to take his family along when he dived.  There were several group boat trips, 

where his family would stay on the boat while Hans and his buddies would dive.  Or the family 

could go out to a local lake and Hans would dive from the shore.  He would either use a float 

with a dive flag as a safety precaution, or have his daughter snorkel above.  And sometimes if the 

dive was shallow, Hans would let his daughter use the extra tank and equipment to join him 

below the surface. 

 

Hans continued his diving education with this club.  The book that he used as reference was the 

"The New Science of Skin and Scuba Diving" from 1970 Third Edition.  The dive computer was 

not yet invented in 1970-1975, so dive tables were used to determine decompression stops and 

required surface time between dives.  His book has several of his notes penciled in.  The Neptune 

club had a dive shop in North Augusta South Carolina where Hans bought a lot of his equipment.  

A scan of a catalog form Nemrod Seamless Professional Dive Equipment is included herein, just 

so that price from 1971 can be compared. 

 

At some point, Hans did a presentation to the Neptune club about his experiences with the 

British club.  There are several differences in the qualification tests.  But there are also 

differences in the name of things.  Such as the depth gauge is called the bathymeter, talcum 

powder is French chalk, and the regulator is the demand valve.  Hans’ notes are included herein. 
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Hans training as Scuba Diving Instructor in 1971 
In 1971 while stationed at Shaw AFB near Sumter South Caroline, Hans studied and trained to 

become a Scuba Diving Instructor.  Eventually by August 1971, Hans received his certification.  

As part of his training, Hans did a presentation about different types of scuba systems.  His notes 

are included later in this Compendium. 
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As part of being a Scuba Diving Instructor, Hans had to keep his Red Cross First Aid training 

current. 
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Hans as Scuba Diving Instructor June 1972 
Hans also became a diving instructor in June 1972. 
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Hans Scuba Diving Alabama 1972-1974 
After Shaw AFB, Hans was assigned to Maxwell AFB in Montgomery Alabama.  He did not 

continue his diving while stationed here.  His first position required him to be on call and he 

frequently had to return to his station without warning.  This made it difficult to make diving 

plans with friends.  Then he spent a year returning to college, under the Air Force Bootstrap 

program, to get his undergraduate degree in Mathematics. 
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Hans and Tina Scuba Diving Texas 1975-1979 
In 1975, Hans was assigned to Bergstrom AFB, Austin Texas.  He began to dive again.  Both in 

the local lakes and off shore at Padra Island.  In 

the summer of 1975, his daughter Tina became a 

certified open water diver.  Hans took lots of 

photos during her certification dive at Lake 

Travis, Windy Point.  They both did dive 

together in the local lakes and rivers.  But Tina 

was sensitive to seasickness, and their adventure 

out into the Gulf of Mexico, resulted in Tina only 

being able to snorkel, and not dive.  Hans was 

making plans to visit the Cayman Islands for an 

extended dive trip.  This never did happen.  In 

October 1979, Hans retired from the Air Force, and in November 1979, he took on a job with 

Northrop in Saudi Arabia.  His wife Helga and son Chris joined him in Saudi Arabia for almost 

two years.  Tina stayed in Austin to complete her college degree.  When Hans and his family 

returned in 1981, Hans was no longer interested in Diving, and changed his efforts to deep sea 

fishing. 
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Tina and Chris Scuba Diving 2021-2022 
In 2021, Hans’ children, Chris and Tina, decided to become certified open water divers.  They 

were successful and received their certifications on 6 October 2021.  Ironically, the certification 

dive was again at Windy Point, Travis Lake, Austin Texas.  The same place Tina had received 

her certification in 1975.  Their plan was to go on a cruise that included the Cayman Islands and 

do some diving in honor of their father.  They actually booked a cruise for November 2021 just 

to do this.  But because of the COVID19 epidemic and precautions, the ship was rerouted.  They 

did get to in Rotan Honduras, and Cozumel Mexico.  The plan is to try another cruise in 2022. 
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Tina diving off of Cozumel Mexico November 2021 

No photo’s of Chris, because he had the underwater camera that could go down 60feet. 
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Scuba Dive Photos 
 

England 1968-1979 Photos 

 
Training classes 

 

 
Tina with Hans (sitting) at dive site 

 
 

 
 

 
Hans in snorkeling outfit 
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Hans in Scuba Gear 

 
Chris watching Hans go into the water 
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Tina in pink, Chris in winter coat, and Hans in wetsuit 

 

 
Hans in Scuba gear 

 
Hans and Tina 
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Hans in gear 

 
Hans with “catch of the day” 

 

Shaw AFB, Sumter South Carolina Photos 

1970-1972 

 
Hans photo in Shaw AFB local paper. 

 
Hans entering a cave opening 
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One of many dive boats. 

 
Beach diving with a buddy.  Probably on Myrtle 

Beach SC. 
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Hans with Daughter Tina, who many times was the 

safety buddy, by snorkeling above while Hans dived 

below on the reefs.  Probably any beach in SC. 

 
Hans telling daughter Tina what to do? 

 
 

 
Shore diving at a lake using the diving flag and float 

as safety line. 

 
Spear fishing anyone? 

 
Difficult to adjust equipment while under water. 
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Some lake in South Carolina, dive boat with family 

along.  Chris (Hans' son) is steering, Helga is sitting 

next to the Captain, and daughter Tina is sitting closest 

to camera 

 
 

 
Chris is steering the boat 

 
Maybe Chris should not be steering, now he is sitting 

down 

 
It is a long way out to dive site 

 
Hans getting ready with dive buddies 
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Red Tank on and almost ready to go. 

 
Snorkel and weight belt on, now ready to go. 

 
And Hans is in the water 

 

 
Hans returning to boat.  Tina would stay on the surface 

and accompany Hans. 

 

South Carolina Scuba trip with Hans, 

Helga, Chris, and Glenda 1971 

 
Glenda, Chris, Helga (in towel) 
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Glenda and Hans in water 
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Hans on Diving Trip 1970-1972 

 

 
 

Hans in Scuba Gear in Pool 1970-1972 
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Hans Becoming Scuba Instructor Photos 

1972 in South Carolina 
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Hans is victim being pulled out 

 
Hans pulling out a victim 

 

 
Learning to swim with cloths and how to convert 

trousers into a float. 

 
Learning CPR 

 

 
Class instructions. 

 

 

Hans Scuba Diving in Alabama 1972-1974 
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Diving in Texas Photos 1974-1979 
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In Summer of 1975, daughter Tina finally became a 

certified diver.  This is her certification dive at Windy 

Point, Travis Lake, Austin Texas.  She is standing in 

the middle all alone trying to get her weight belt tight. 

 

 
Of course, Hans being a photographer, he had to take 

lots of photos of his daughter. 
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Windy Point on Lake Travis gets murky very quickly. 
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Scanned documents 

Hans’ Scuba Diving Log Book England 

1968-1969 
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Portland England Pamphlet 1969 
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British Sub-Aqua Club Diving Manual 5th 

edition 1966 
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Scuba Diving Game “Octopush” England 

1969 
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Dive Book in USA 1970-1979 
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Neptune Scuba Club membership 1970-

1972 
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Neptune Scuba Equipment Catalog 1970 
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Hans’ Presentation in 1971 
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Hans’ Presentation in 1972 
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Cayman Island Dream Trip 1975-1979 
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