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Introduction 
This is a collections funeral notes, documents, Obituary, Life Book, and Memorial 

Book from Helga von Schweinitz (née Pörtner) funeral. 

 

 

Included: 

Funeral Notes 40 pages 

Life Book 72 pages 

Memorial Book 34 pages 

Obituary 6 pages 
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Helga’s Funeral 2019 Compendium 

 

 

 

Helga’ (Mutti’s) 

Funeral 

Notes 

 

DOD: 8 June 2019 

Funeral: 11 June 2019 

Life Service: 12 July 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

by Helga von Schweinitz 
 

 



Introduction 2 

Helga’s Funeral 2019 Compendium 

Introduction 

Included are Documents and Notes from: 

Cook Walden Funeral Home 

Ft Sam Houston Cemetery 

Life Memorial Service at Cook Walden Lamar 

Obituary in American Statesman 

 

Helga’s Memorial Book and Life Book are their own compendiums. 

 

 
 

 





Helga Dignity Memorial Displays 190712 



 
END 



Helga service notes 190712 

 

Hi, Encase you do not know, I am Tina, Helga's daughter. 

 

I first want to thank all of you for your kind cards and words. 

Learning that our Mother had such a positive influence, is uplifting. 

I can tell you, She took pride in bringing joy and good memories to anybody she 

meet. 

 

You can tell by how she wrote her most famous column: Helga's corner - She was 

being funny while educating and in a clever way. 

 

Until the last few years, I only knew Helga as my Mother.  In 1997, I basically left 

the family, because they went to Saudi Arabia and I stayed here in the US.  Since 

then I would come back for a few days around the Christmas or Thanksgiving 

Holiday.  Because of the whirlwind of the holidays, we never paused long enough 

to have deep adult like discussions.  But since moving in with my Parents in 2014, 

we had many deep discussions.  And I learned a lot about both my Parents. 

 

The biggest revelation was that my Mother had a dream about her future.  This 

dream started in her childhood and involved Texas.  She was fascinated with 

cowboys and Indians and the Texas lifestyle.  So much so, that she took on the 

name "Connie" for a character in popular novelette series " Connie Curl, Der 

Wunder Schütze".  Once I learned this, a lot of things clicked into place.  I had been 

going through her albums and letters and kept seeing items about or from Connie, 

who was Connie?,  She was my Mother.   

 

In 1974, when my Papa was assigned to Bergstrom AFB here in Austin, Mutti's 

dream came true.  She was now living among the cowboys and Indians in Texas.   

 

Her other dreams also came true here in Texas.  She dreamed of a house large 

enough to entertain and have a guest room, dreamed of becoming a published 

author and journalist, and dreamed of becoming a major influence to society.  She 

was ambitious.  And that is how a lot of you came to know her, while she was 

pursuing her dreams. 

 

And I just want to thank all of you, for being part of my Mother's dreams and 

helping to make them come true. 

 



 

Reading of Moonlit Night 

Mother was interested in a variety of literature and subjects. 

In her diaries and notebooks, she was constantly copying down poems or passages 

that inspired her. 

 

This poem must have really inspired her, because it was framed and next to her bed. 

The frame was surrounded by Angels. 

Mutti always believed that in the end, the soul is picked up by the angels and taken 

to heaven.   

 

Her version is in German, but I will only read the English version. 

 
                             "Mondnacht" "Moonlit Night" 

                          by Joseph Freiherr von Eichendorff 

 

It was as if heaven had 

silently kissed the earth, 

that in the flower's shimmer 

it must now dream. 

 

The air went through the fields, 

the maze ears waved softly, 

the woods rustled softly, 

so starry was the night. 

And my soul stretched 

its wings wide, 

Flew through the quiet lands, 

As if flying home. 

 

 

Yes I think the wings represent the Angels, and they have taken her to heaven. 
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Helga H. Von Schweinitz (1937 - 2019)  View Obituary

VON SCHWEINITZ, Helga H. "Poertner" Age 82, of Austin, passed away June 8,
2019. Service July 12, 1PM. Cook-Walden Funeral Home, Austin, TX.

Published in Austin American-Statesman on June 12, 2019
See More Public Records for Helga Von Schweinitz from our partners ›

LOCAL SPOTLIGHTLOCAL SPOTLIGHT

Helga Hildegard von Schweinitz (1937 - 2019)  View Obituary

VON SCHWEINITZ, Helga Hildegard Helga Hildegard von Schweinitz (nee Pörtner)
passed away on 8 June 2019, in P�ugerville, Texas. She was 82 years old, su�ering
from Non-Alcoholic Cirrhosis of the Liver and Diabetes. Helga was born in 1937 in
Herford, Germany, shortly before WWII, after passing the "Abitur" in 1957 and at
the age of twenty, she decided to take a year o� from attending the university and
to spend some time in the USA. She did...

Published in Austin American-Statesman on June 16, 2019
See More Public Records for Helga von Schweinitz from our partners ›
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Hans von Ludwig Schweinitz
26 Oct 1934 Liegnitz, Germany, Silesia ( Schlesien | 26 Aug 2015 P�ugerville, Texas | 1958 Milwaukee, WI

Douglas W Vonschwanitz
14 Mar 1943 | 21 Jul 1993 | 1 Jun 1965

Hans von Ludwig Schweinitz
Abt 1916 | San Antonio TX abt 2001 |
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Sei freundlich gegen jedermann, 

dann seh'n dich alle freundlich an. 

 

Be friendly towards everybody, 
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6/16/2019 Helga von Schweinitz Obituary or Death Notice: Helga von Schweinitz’s Obituary by the Austin American-Statesman.

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/statesman/obituary-print.aspx?n=helga-hildegard-von-schweinitz&pid=193159496 1/1

Helga Hildegard von Schweinitz(1937 - 2019)
VON SCHWEINITZ, Helga Hildegard Helga Hildegard von Schweinitz (nee Pörtner) passed
away on 8 June 2019, in Pflugerville, Texas. She was 82 years old, suffering from Non-Alcoholic
Cirrhosis of the Liver and Diabetes. Helga was born in 1937 in Herford, Germany, shortly before
WWII, after passing the "Abitur" in 1957 and at the age of twenty, she decided to take a year off
from attending the university and to spend some time in the USA. She did not flee poverty,
persecution or the law, she was simply hungry for adventure. Barely settled in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, Helga fell in love and married another recent German immigrant, Hans von
Schweinitz. Hans had been drafted and was in his first of twenty years of serving in the US Air
Force in various parts of the world. They have two children: Bettina and Christopher, and three

grandchildren: Matthew, Elena, and Michael. Hans' career in the US Air Force made them live in several countries and
they eventually came to Austin, Texas, in 1975 because Hans was stationed at Bergstrom AFB. In 1979 Hans retired
from the US Air Force and they stayed in Austin. After Hans' retirement they began a second career. They would buy
run-down houses and fix them up and either kept them as rentals or resell the homes. Later in 2007 they moved to
Pflugerville Texas, a small town northeast of Austin. While her children were small, Helga continued her education and
graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of South Carolina. Helga taught foreign languages as a certified teacher
in several states, including at Anderson High School in Austin Texas. Helga has published in German and in English,
including a three book series, Helga's Corner, with tongue-in-cheek observations on the German language and culture.
Helga has also contributed articles to various national and historic magazines. Helga's interest in people and history
included volunteering in many venues. She was very active with the German-Texan Heritage Society (GTHS), where her
knowledge of all things German could be useful, especially since Helga can decipher the old German script used in
many immigrants' documents and letters. Helga became a member of GTHS in 1980 and she was director on the board
for many years and President of the German Free School Guild for two years. Helga also established the Thursday
lunch time "Stammtisch" at the German Free School, which is still being held. On 7 May 2009 Helga was presented with
the "Federal Republic of Germany Friendship Award" for her many years of volunteer involvement in promoting friendly
relationships between Germans and Americans. Helga was also active with the Austin-Koblenz Sister City Alliance.
Helga and her husband, Hans, enjoyed traveling and experiencing different cultures. They joined Friendship Force
International and stayed with families in Chile, Brazil, the Argentines, Japan and European countries. They really
enjoyed hosting visitors from several continents. Helga is survived by her daughter Bettina, and son Christopher with
wife Jill, grandchildren Matthew, Elena and Michael, her brother Diethard Pörtner, and sister Renate Altmann-Pörtner-
Bittner. A Memorial Service honoring Helga will be held on Friday, July 12, 2019 at 1:00 PM in the Colonial Chapel of
Cook-Walden Funeral Home. 
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Tina vonSchweinitz <tinavon86@gmail.com>
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Life's Moments in Time 
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A Life Remembered book from Life Services on 12 July 2019.  Prepared by Cook 

Walden Funeral Home in Austin from the photo slide show provided by Family. 
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Helga Hildegard von Schweinitz 

9 March 1937 – 8 June 2019 

Memorial Book 
 

  



 Helga’s Memorial Book 2 

 

Introduction 
Helga died on 8 June 2019.  On 12 July 2019, her Life Service was held.  This is a 

scan of the Memorial book that Dignity Cook Walden Funeral home provided in 

her honor. 
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Memorial Service Proverbs 31:10-31 

 

The Wife of Noble Character 

Proverbs 31:10 Verses 10-31 

 

A wife of noble character who can find? 

She is worth far more than rubies. 

Her husband has full confidence in her 

and lacks nothing of value. 

She brings him good, not harm, 

all the days of her life. 

She selects wool and flax 

and works with eager hands. 

She is like the merchant ships, 

bringing her food from afar. 

She gets up while it is still night; 

she provides food for her family 

and portions for her female servants. 

She considers a field and buys it; 

out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. 

She sets about her work vigorously; 

her arms are strong for her tasks. 

She sees that her trading is profitable, 

and her lamp does not go out at night. 

In her hand she holds the distaff 

and grasps the spindle with her fingers. 

She opens her arms to the poor 

and extends her hands to the needy. 

When it snows, she has no fear for her household; 

for all of them are clothed in scarlet. 

She makes coverings for her bed; 

she is clothed in fine linen and purple. 

Her husband is respected at the city gate, 

where he takes his seat among the elders of the land. 

She makes linen garments and sells them, 

and supplies the merchants with sashes. 

She is clothed with strength and dignity; 

she can laugh at the days to come. 

She speaks with wisdom, 

and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 
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She watches over the affairs of her household 

and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

Her children arise and call her blessed; 

her husband also, and he praises her: 

“Many women do noble things, 

but you surpass them all.” 

Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 

but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 

Honor her for all that her hands have done, 

and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 

 

Footnotes: 

Proverbs 31:10 Verses 10-31 are an acrostic poem, the verses of which begin with 

the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 

2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
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Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Helga Handout Mondnact 190616 

 

                             "Mondnacht" "Moonlit Night" 

                          by Joseph Freiherr von Eichendorff 

 

Es war, als hätt' der Himmel 

Die Erde still geküßt, 

Daß sie im Blütenschimmer 

Von ihm nun träumen müßt'. 

 

Die Luft ging durch die Felder, 

Die Ähren wogten sacht, 

Es rauschten leis die Wäld er, 

So sternklar war die Nacht. 

Und meine Seele spannte 

Weit ihre Flügel aus, 

Flog durch die stillen Lande, 

Als flöge sie nach Haus. 

 

 

 

 

 

It was as if heaven had 

silently kissed the earth, 

that in the flower's shimmer 

it must now dream. 

 

The air went through the fields, 

the maze ears waved softly, 

the woods rustled softly, 

so starry was the night. 

And my soul stretched 

its wings wide, 

Flew through the quiet lands, 

As if flying home. 
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Sie freundlich gegen jedermann, 

dann seh'n dich alle freundlich an. 

 

Be friendly towards everybody, 

then everybody will look friendly at you. 

 

-Deutsches Sprichwort (German Saying) - 
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Obituary 

Helga von Schweinitz 

March 9 1937 - June 8 2019 

 

Helga Hildegard von Schweinitz (nee Pörtner) passed away on 8 June 2019, in 

Pflugerville Texas.  She was 82 years old, suffering from Non-Alcoholic Cirrhosis 

of the Liver and Diabetes. 

 

Helga was born in 1937 in Herford Germany, shortly before WWII,  After passing 

the "Abitur" in 1957 and at the age of twenty, she decided to take a year off from 

attending the university and to spend some time in the USA.  She did not flee 

poverty, persecution or the law, she was simply hungry for adventure. 

 

Barely settled in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Helga fell in love and married another 

recent German immigrant, Hans von Schweinitz.  Hans had been drafted and was 

in his first of twenty years of serving in the US Air Force in various parts of the 

world.  They have two children: Bettina and Christopher, and three grandchildren: 

Matthew, Elena, and Michael. 

 

Hans' career in the US Air Force made them live in several countries and they 

eventually came to Austin, Texas, in 1975 because Hans was stationed at 

Bergstrom AFB.  In 1979 Hans retired from the US Air Force and they stayed in 

Austin.  After Hans' retirement they began a second career.  They would buy run-

down houses and fix them up and either kept them as rentals or resell the homes.  

Later in 2007 they moved to Pflugerville Texas, a small town northeast of Austin. 

 

While her children were small, Helga continued her education and graduated Phi 

Beta Kappa from the University of South Carolina.  Helga taught foreign 
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languages as a certified teacher in several states, including at Anderson High 

School in Austin Texas. 

 

Helga has published in German and in English, including a three book series, 

Helga’s Corner, with tongue-in-cheek observations on the German language and 

culture.  Helga has also contributed articles to various national and historic 

magazines. 

 

Helga's interest in people and history included volunteering in many venues.  She 

was very active with the German-Texan Heritage Society (GTHS), where her 

knowledge of all things German could be useful, especially since Helga can 

decipher the old German script used in many immigrants’ documents and letters.  

Helga became a member of GTHS in 1980 and she was director on the board for 

many years and President of the German Free School Guild for two years.  Helga 

also established the Thursday lunch time "Stammtisch" at the German Free School, 

which is still being held.  On 7 May 2009 Helga was presented with the "Federal 

Republic of Germany Friendship Award" for her many years of volunteer 

involvement in promoting friendly relationships between Germans and Americans.  

Helga was also active with the Austin-Koblenz Sister City Alliance. 

 

Helga and her husband, Hans, enjoyed traveling and experiencing different 

cultures.  They joined Friendship Force International and stayed with families in 

Chile, Brazil, the Argentines, Japan and European countries.  They really enjoyed 

hosting visitors from several continents. 

 

Helga is survived by her daughter Bettina, and son Christopher with wife Jill, 

grandchildren Matthew, Elena and Michael, her brother Diethard Pörtner, and 

sister Renate Altmann-Pörtner-Bittner. 

 

 

Memorial Service:   12 JULY, Friday 1pm-2pm followed by gathering 2pm-4pm 

Cook-Walden Funeral Home, 6100 North Lamar, Austin TX 78752     512-454-

5611 
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Psalm 23 King James Version (KJV) 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 

sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest 

my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell 

in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

King James Version (KJV) 

Public Domain 
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The End 
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Helga's 

Obituary 

 

Death 

8 June 2019 
 

 

 

  



 Helga’s Obituary 2 

Introduction 
This little booklet contains the obituary that was used in 2019.  Helga died on 8 

June 2019.  Her obituary ran in the Austin American Statesman and was used 

during her Life Service on 12 July 2019 at Cook Walden Funeral Home in Austin 

Texas. 
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Helga von Schweinitz 
March 9 1937 - June 8 2019 

 

Helga Hildegard von Schweinitz (nee 

Pörtner) passed away on 8 June 2019, in 

Pflugerville Texas.  She was 82 years old, suffering 

from Non-Alcoholic Cirrhosis of the Liver and 

Diabetes. 

Helga was born in 1937 in Herford Germany, 

shortly before WWII,  After passing the "Abitur" in 

1957 and at the age of twenty, she decided to take a 

year off from attending the university and to spend 

some time in the USA.  She did not flee poverty, 

persecution or the law, she was simply hungry for 

adventure. 

Barely settled in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Helga fell in love and married 

another recent German immigrant, Hans von Schweinitz.  Hans had been drafted 

and was in his first of twenty years of serving in the US Air Force in various parts 

of the world.  They have two children: Bettina and Christopher, and three 

grandchildren: Matthew, Elena, and Michael. 

Hans' career in the US Air Force made them live in several countries and 

they eventually came to Austin, Texas, in 1975 because Hans was stationed at 

Bergstrom AFB.  In 1979 Hans retired from the US Air Force and they stayed in 

Austin.  After Hans' retirement they began a second career.  They would buy run-

down houses and fix them up and either kept them as rentals or resell the homes.  

Later in 2007 they moved to Pflugerville Texas, a small town northeast of Austin. 

While her children were small, Helga continued her education and graduated 

Phi Beta Kappa from the University of South Carolina.  Helga taught foreign 

languages as a certified teacher in several states, including at Anderson High 

School in Austin Texas. 

Helga has published in German and in English, including a three book 

series, Helga’s Corner, with tongue-in-cheek observations on the German 

language and culture.  Helga has also contributed articles to various national and 

historic magazines. 

Helga's interest in people and history included volunteering in many venues.  

She was very active with the German-Texan Heritage Society (GTHS), where her 

knowledge of all things German could be useful, especially since Helga can 

decipher the old German script used in many immigrants’ documents and letters.  

Helga became a member of GTHS in 1980 and she was director on the board for 
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many years and President of the German Free School Guild for two years.  Helga 

also established the Thursday lunch time "Stammtisch" at the German Free School, 

which is still being held.  On 7 May 2009 Helga was presented with the "Federal 

Republic of Germany Friendship Award" for her many years of volunteer 

involvement in promoting friendly relationships between Germans and Americans.  

Helga was also active with the Austin-Koblenz Sister City Alliance. 

Helga and her husband, Hans, enjoyed traveling and experiencing different 

cultures.  They joined Friendship Force International and stayed with families in 

Chile, Brazil, the Argentines, Japan and European countries.  They really enjoyed 

hosting visitors from several continents. 

Helga is survived by her daughter Bettina, and son Christopher with wife 

Jill, grandchildren Matthew, Elena and Michael, her brother Diethard Pörtner, and 

sister Renate Altmann-Pörtner-Bittner. 

 

Memorial Service:   12 JULY, Friday 1pm-2pm followed by gathering 2pm-

4pm 

Cook-Walden Funeral Home, 6100 North Lamar, Austin TX 78752     512-454-

5611 
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Also used during Life Service on 12 July 2019 
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The End 


