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Introduction 
This little booklet is a collections of important documents of Helga von Schweinitz 

(née Pörtner).   

 

 

Documents that are included: 

Helga Birth Certificate 9 March 1937 

Abitur  8 March 1957 

Immigration documents to United States 7 November 1957 

Helga Marriage Certificate to Hans  1 November 1958 

Return to Germany in 1958 

Return to United States in 1962 

Helga Nationalization Certificate  8 September 1966 

Phi Beta Kappa Society Membership 3 may 1973 

Helga Death certificate 8 June 2019 

 

 

find and scan and add 

University of South Carolina Diploma - find and scan and add 

Ed pre 1958 

Ed post 1958 

Awards and accomplishments Pre 1958 

Awards and accomplishments Post 1958 

 

 



 
 

 

Helga's official Birth Certificate  9 March 1937 

Has the Eagle official stamp of the Third Reich 

 



 

 
 

Helga's birth certificate re-issued on 3 October 1962   without the Eagle official stamp of the 

Third Reich 
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On 8 March 1957 Helga received her Abitur, which is the German equivalent to High School 

graduation and a two year Associate Degree at the Community College. 
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In 1957 Helga was applying for a visa/permit to immigrate to the United States.  Part of that 

process was providing proof that she did not have a criminal record.  The second side of this 

certificate states "keine Strafen" which means no criminal record., and the next sentence states 

that this certificate is only good for 5 months from the date this documents was issued, which is 

22 March 1957. 
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On 28 August 1957 Helga received her immigration visa from the Consulate in Hamburg 

Germany to enter the United States.  Germany is under a quota system, and Helga's number was 

7422.  Helga left from Bremen Haven Port on the Queen Mary, and arrived in New York on 7 

November 1957.  This is the visa entry into Helga's German Passport. 

 
 



Helga's Documents 220118 Compendium 

12 

Helga traveled from New York to Milwaukee Wisconsin, where she had family.  There she met Hans von Schweinitz, and they 

married on 1 November 1958. 
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Hans was in the United States Air Force was assigned to Germany so he left soon after the 

marriage.  Helga began her trip to follow her husband.  One document she needed was a permit 

that would allow her to re-enter the United States.  She needed this because she was still a 

German citizen on a immigration VISA in the United States.  She received this "Permit to 

ReEnter the United States" on 11 December 1958. 
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In Germany it is required that you register with the local government and also de-register when 

you leave.  On 3 August 1961 Helga registered when they moved from :Wiesbaden to 

Mörfelden Germany. And on 13 November 1962 she de-registered when they began their move 

to Hans' new assignment which was in New Mexico United States.  These are the only 

registration papers that were found.  Anmeldebestatigung means to register and 

Abmeldebestatigung means to de-register. 
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In 1962 Hans was assigned to New Mexico United States.  Before Helga could leave she again 

had to receive a certificate from the police stating that she had no criminal record. She received 

one from the Mörfelden Police on 3 August 1962. 

 
 

Helga and her Daughter arrived in the United States on 20 November 1962 via McGuire ABF 

New Jersey on their way to New Mexico. 
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While stationed in New Mexico, Helga and her Daughter became eligible to become US Citizens on 8 September 1966. 
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Helga received a Teaching Degree from South Carolina University in 1973.  On 5 May 1973 she earned a membership in the 

Phi Beta Kappa. academic honor society. 
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Helga died on 8 June 2019 in Pflugerville Texas, a small town near Austin Texas. 

 
 

 


