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Introduction 
This compendium documents her teaching career after she received her BA in 

Teaching in 1972.  Material that she used as teaching aids are included.  The 

information about how she received her BA in Teaching is in its own compendium. 

 

 

Included: 

Teaching Career 60pgs 

Teaching Material 68pgs 

German Old Script 38pgs 

Paper Cutting 14pgs 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

Introduction 

 

On December 1972 Helga graduated with a Teaching BA in Foreign Languages 

from The University of South Carolina.  But the family had already moved to 

Maxwell AFB near Montgomery, Alabama by end of July 1972.  Helga 

immediately applied for teaching positions.  Her husband, Hans, was still in the Air 

Force and every few years he would be reassigned, and the family followed.  At 

each assignment, Helga would recertify as a Teacher in the new state and apply for 

a teaching position.  Later, Helga switched to using her teaching skills to give 

presentations and seminars.  Helga was not just a teacher, she was also a translator, 

researcher, genealogist, writer, and several other ventures. 

 

This compendium documents her teaching career after she received her BA in 

Teaching in 1972.  Other compendiums cover her other ventures.  The material she 

used during her German lessons have their own compendium.  The information 

about how she received her BA in Teaching is in its own compendium. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

Wall of Honor 

 
Helga’s office in Texas doubled as the guest room.  On the wall was her diploma, 

Phi Beta Kappa certificate, Delta Phi Alpha certificate, and many other certificates 

of honor. 

 

 

Teaching Autobiography 1974 

In 1974, when the family moved to Austin Texas, Helga drafted this autobiography 

to be added to her applications for a teaching position.  It is still in draft stage. 

 

My native country is Germany. I came to the US for the first time in 1957 out of 

curiosity.  I received most of my education in German schools and colleges – 

which included foreign languages Latin, French, and English.  The American 

evaluation of my credits is not a complete reflection of my actual studies.  I had, 

for example, several years of Latin and World History. 

 

I decided to complete my education and enter the work market when my children 

(now 15 and 10) seemed to be mature enough to a change in family life.  Due to 

my husband’s career in the USAF with its frequent and untimely transfers on 

military orders, I was not able to sign contracts with a Public School.  But since he 

is going to retire in Austin in two years I am now anxious to establish myself in the 

local school system.   
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

My teaching position in Alabama at a private school gave me the valuable 

experience of working with children aged 5 through 16.  They ranged from highly 

intelligent to retarded.  I have written a paper on my experiences with FLES. 

 

I plan to take graduate courses in Education and or German this summer. 

 

My Philosophy of Education 1974 

In 1974, the application for working with Austin Independent School District 

required an essay answer to this question.  This is draft found in Helga’s files. 

 

Every human being is a complete individual from the moment he or she is 

conceived.  We should therefore treat each other with respect and dignity, no 

matter how old or how young we are. 

 

This concept should be prevalent in the classroom atmosphere.  A teacher must 

show the greatest consideration for the dignity of all people and expect the same 

from the children to whom she is an example.  This requires that the teacher 

recognizes what each individual needs and has to offer.  Going to school is one of 

the many experiences that shape a person’s life.  The school has two roles to play: 

1) It has to offer the student the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills 

necessary to support himself and to fully develop his potentials so that he can feel 

successful and useful in adult life. 2) The school should help a person to develop a 

positive and cheerful outlook on life.  Cheerful persons have confidence in 

themselves and realistic ambitions.  They have learned not to demand immediate 

satisfaction of all desires and they can cope with some failure while they are 

reaching for the next attainable goal. 

 

Although the teaching of knowledge and skills is very important, it is the forming 

of attitudes where a teacher cannot be just a teacher.  The teacher’s role in the 

development of attitudes varies from child to child and is of especial importance to 

the child with a learning and/or behavior problem. 

 

My ambition is to teach in such a manner that the students want to learn and do 

well, not in order to get high grades but because they find pleasure in developing 

their mind and achieving the greatest possible appreciation of life and the world we 

live in. 

 

My Achievements 1974 

In 1974, the application for working with Austin Independent School District 

required an essay answer to this question.  This is draft found in Helga’s files. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

The highest position held during my high school years in Germany was that of 

president of the student government.  We had no other organizations or clubs 

sponsored by the school, but I frequently represented our school at state or church 

sponsored conventions and seminars (often a week long) and later reported on my 

experiences to the school assembly or in public lectures. 

 

I was also very active in Girl Scouts.  At the age of fifteen I was in charge of a 

Troop of eleven year old girls. 

 

My achievements in college culminated in my receiving the Phi Beta Kappa key.  I 

am also a member of Delta Phi Alpha and the recipient of the West German 

Federal Republic Award in 1972. 

 

From University of South Carolina, I graduated number 14th in a total class of 587 

students and number 5th in a school (BA Teaching foreign languages) of 116 

students.  My score for the National Teacher Examination is 1511 [out of 1650] 

 

 

Teaching a Foreign Language 1980 

Helga had to interrupt her teaching career between December 1977 and March 

1980.  When the family returned to Austin Texas, Helga wrote this essay to be 

included with her applications for teaching positions. 

 

The major skills to be learned by a student of a language are listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. The importance of one skill over another depends on the 

individual' s priorities. 

 

I like to begin a course using mostly cognates and short phrases to build a 

foundation of good listening skills before I solicit spoken responses. 

 

Since building an active vocabulary is mainly memory work, the student should be 

given the opportunity to use movement, touch, visual aids and acting in addition to 

his ear and voice in the memorizing process. 

 

Grammar should not take up the major part of class time, but it should not be 

avoided. Knowledge of its functions helps to understand a language correctly.   

The analysis of the typical German sentence structure and compounded nouns 

should be learned early so that the student can soon find his way through adult 

reading material with the help of a dictionary. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

In the fall of 1977 I worked under a Federal Grant with the Department of 

Germanic Languages of the University of Texas and taught according to the 

method developed by Prof. Asher. He suggests a lot of physical activity in the 

classroom. I would now use some of his ideas but only in moderation since some 

students consider too much action childish and silly. 

 

A language lab is useful but not necessary. Students can learn from any book or 

method suggested by the college, but I prefer not to use material strictly based on 

the audio-visual method where I have to rely on tape recorders and projectors. 

 

Most important is a friendly, relaxed atmosphere in the classroom. 

 

1972-1974 Alabama 

 
Before moving to Montgomery Alabama in July 1972, Helga wrote to the 

Montgomery Public School system inquiring about a German teaching position. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 

 
Before moving to Alabama in July 1972, Helga was still certified in South 

Carolina to teach German. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
On 24 October 1972, Helga received her Teacher’s Certificate for Alabama. 

 
In Alabama Helga’s certification is for Secondary school, valid for 8 years, from 

an out-of-state college, Bachelor’s in Art, in German. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga had found a teaching position at a Private School, New Heritage School.  

The position required Helga to teach German, French, and Spanish.  So Helga took 

a course at Alabama State University in French.  In Germany Helga had 4-5 years 

of French. 

 
Helga’s Alabama Teaching Certificate has been extended to include French. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
In April 1973 lead a workshop at the Alabama Federation of Students of German at 

Auburn University. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Because her husband, Hans, was being reassigned to Austin Texas, on 30 January 

1974, Helga had to resign from her teaching position at New Heritage School by 

February 1974. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga received this letter of recommendation from the Administrator of New 

Heritage School in March 1974. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga’s membership card for Aug 1974-1975 for American Association of Teacher 

of German. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 

1974-1977 Austin Texas 

 
In 1974, the family moved to Bergstrom AFB outside of Austin Texas.  Helga 

inquired about becoming a certified teacher in Texas.  She needed to take a course 

in American Government, but in the mean time could receive a one year certificate. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
In the mean-time, Helga worked at Bergstrom’s library as an aide for $2.30 per 

hour starting 5 February 1975.  The family moved to the other side of Austin in 

April 1975, then Helga resigned from being a Librarian Aide. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
On 3 July 1975, Helga was notified that she was hired to teach German at 

Anderson High School. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga’s pay for the school year would be $8,664. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga’s contract for 1975-76 school year. 

 

 
Helga Faculty ID card for Anderson High School for school year 1975-76 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga immediately applied for her one-year teaching certificate in Texas. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga’s one-year teaching certificate in Texas was approved 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga still needs to complete a course in American Government. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga’s one-year teaching certificate in Texas 31 August 1975-76 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Because Helga was working as a Teacher she could apply to have $40 of her 

student loan forgiven. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga renewed her membership in the American Council of Teachers of German. 

 
Helga studied and then took the test for American Government and made a 55. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
A score of 55 puts her in the 71%. 

 
Helga only needed a score of 40-45 for American Government, so she passed at 

score 55. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga began to teach at Anderson High School and in October 1975, this is her 

first evaluation by the Principle Mr Akins. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
This is another evaluation by Mr Hill, Assistant Director of Personnel, in October 

1975. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
10 October 1975, Now Helga just needs to take a course or test in Texas 

Government. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
So in February 1976, Helga studied and then took a test on Texas Government and 

received a score of 740 which was in the 88%. 

 

 
An official letter from Mr Hill, Assistant Director of Personnel, with a personal 

note  (P.S.) to Helga.  
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
On 13 April 1976, The Texas Education Agency finally received Helga’s score in 

Texas Government and they can issue her Provisional Certificate. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga’s Provisional High School Teaching Certificate in Texas, Expiration is now 

“Life” issued 27 February 1976, but not processed until 19 May 1976. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Evaluation on 12 April 1976 by Mr Akins, Principal 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Second page of 12 April 1976 evaluation. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Thank you for Helga’s help during a Culture Fair.  23 April 1976. 



1974-1977 Austin Texas 35 

Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Probationary Contract for 1976-1977 school year.  Signed 21 May 1976. 

 
In Helga’s second year of teaching, she will be paid $9,787.  They are giving her 

credit for the one year of teaching in Alabama. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 

 
Helga would take the German students on outings.  A favorite was the “Wurstfest” 

in New Braunfels.  43 students went on 3 November 1976. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Meritorious Service Award for Helga’s contribution to the State Textbook 

Committee in 1977. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga requesting a paid day for attending the TFLA annual conference on 25 

February 1977. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Thank you note from Julia Mellenbroch, who was Helga’s boss in Foreign 

Language Teaching in AISD. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Request to take a group of her German students to the Texas Association of 

German Students on 11 March 1977. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga was still interested in obtaining a Master’s in Teaching, so she took the GRE 

in April 1977.  Out of 800 Helga received 500 in verbal [57%] and 480 in 

Quantitative [20%].  She needed to study more. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Evaluation Report on 1 May 1977 by Mr Akins Principal. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Second page of 1 May 1977 evaluation 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Thank you from The Deutsche Gesellschaft, Helga’s students in Anderson High 

School at the end of 1978-1977 school year. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Probationary Contract for 1977-1978 school year. Helga signed on 16 May 1977. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Evaluation letter by Julia Mellenbruch for 29 September 1977. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga’s resignation letter dated 22 October 1977.  Her husband, Hans, had retired 

from the USAF as planned.  But he received the opportunity to work in Saudi 

Arabia for Northrup. Their ‘wunderlust’ won, and they decided to take the 2 year 

contract and have the opportunity to explore another culture. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga’s resignation was acknowledged on 23 November 1977.  Hans had left for 

Saudi Arabia in September 1977.  Helga and her son were to follow in December 

1977. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga was still teaching and on 9 November 1977, took her German Club students 

to the “Wurstfest” in New Braunfels.  
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

1980 – Austin Texas 

 
When Helga and her family returned to Austin Texas from Saudi Arabia in March 

1980, Helga put together her resume and set about re-establishing her teaching 

career. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Mr Akins was still Principal of Anderson High School, and provided this letter of 

recommendation. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga never did work as a Teacher in the Austin Independent School District.  

Instead she found teaching opportunities in several other education institutions, 

such as Park College that conducted classes on Bergstrom AFB. 

 

Over the years, Helga also taught at Austin Community College, University of 

Texas, and the German Free School.  Helga also expanded her services to include 

translations and research for in-depth articles or presentations on Germans in 

Texas. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
In February 1987, Helga took the Reading and Writing portion of the Texas 

Examination of Current Administrators and Teachers (TECAT). 



1980 – Austin Texas 54 

Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Thank you letter from Concordia College for Helga teaching in their Lifetime 

Learning Institute. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
On 20 February 2003, Helga presented her research [and slides] on German 

Settlers in Central Texas and the Homes they Built at the University of Texas [UT] 

LAMP [Leisure and Master’s program] program.  This presentation is in its own 

compendium.  

 

 

Articles 

Helga appeared several times in the local newspaper or in the School district 

newspaper. 



Articles 56 

Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga and her props appeared in an article on 24 May 1973 in the Montgomery 

Advertiser. Article is about her teaching and also receiving the Phi Beta Kappa 

key. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Article in the Austin American Stateman on 12 September 1975 announcing 

German club or Deutsche Gesellschaft. 

 

 
Helga wrote a note to the Austin American Statesman and they published it as an 

opinion piece. 

 



Articles 58 

Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Article in the Edition [publication for AISD] on 26 September 1975 about the 

German Club 16 September 1975 meeting where they learned Polka. 

 



Articles 59 

Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Helga playing the Accordion during the German Club meeting on 16 September 

1975 where they learned the Polka. 
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Helga’s Teaching Career Since 1972 

 
Article in the Edition [publication for AISD] on 14 November 1975 about the 

German Club trip to the “Wurstfest” on November 5 in New Braunfels. 

 

The End 
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Introduction 
This compendium is a collection of material and photos that Helga accumulated for 

the classes she taught.  In 1972 Helga received a Bachelors in Art from South 

Carolina University in Foreign Language Teaching in German and French.  From 

then on, wherever Hans was stationed in the US Air Force, Helga would become a 

Certified Foreign Language Teacher.  She taught in schools in South Carolina, 

Alabama, and Austin Texas. 

 

In South Carolina, Helga was a student teacher in a High School in Columbia 

South Carolina.  Soon after she received her degree and teaching certificate, the 

family moved to Montgomery Alabama. 

 

In Alabama, Helga had to take a few extra college courses to receive a Teaching 

Certificate for Alabama.  This is standard in United States, the individual states do 

not recognize each other's Teaching Certificates and require additional courses.  

Helga found a Foreign Language teacher position at a Private Middle School.  

Helga' foreign languages were German, French, and English.  She was hired to 

teach Spanish.  The School's administration believed that if you know one foreign 

language you know them all.  Helga would study Spanish in the evening and try to 

stay a few days ahead of her students and lesson plan.  To help the middle school 

students learn, she developed her own style of teaching.  Helga would use music 

and puppets as props in her classes. 

 

In Austin Texas, she again had to take extra classes to receive a Teaching 

Certificate in Texas.  Then she found a position as German Language Teacher at 

Anderson High School in Austin.  She taught for two years, then the family moved 

to Saudi Arabia.  There, Helga was not allowed to work. 

 

When the family came back to Austin, Helga began to teach at Austin Community 

College.  She was also asked by several large companies to teach German 

language, culture, and manners to their Managers.  After 1991, Helga and Hans 

were involved in re-establishing the German Free School in downtown Austin.  

Helga was one of the first German teachers at this School. 

 

Hans and Helga were also involved in the German Texan Heritage Society, has this 

society published a monthly newsletter and later a quarterly journal.  Helga had a 

column called "Helga's Corner".  She used this column to teach readers something 

about Germany, the German Language, or German culture, in a slightly humorous 

way.  Helga would often use some of  her teaching material, for example 

vocabulary exercises.  Later Helga published three books that were compendiums 
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of her articles "Helga's Corner", "German and Germans", and "More of Helga's 

Corner". 

 

As additional files to this compendium are scans of the material that Helga used for 

some of the classes. 

     Basic German 

     Speisekarten:  Understanding a German Menu 

     Intermediate German for Austin Community College Lifetime Learning Fall 

                           2000 

 

German Primer (Fibel) 

Helga's daughter, Bettina, went to the German Elementary School in Herford 

Germany for a few months.  This was the same school that Helga attended as a 

child.  Bettina used a Primer (Fibel) titled 'Wer Liest Mit? (Who reads along?).  

Helga would copy pages from this Primer for use in her lessons. 
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Introduction 
This compendium is a collection of material that Helga collected on the old 

German Scripts.  Prior to World War II, Germans wrote in a script that was very 

different from the script used in other European nations.  This script is now called 

the "old script".  Helga grew up in Germany but did not learn this 'old script' from 

her schooling.  By the time she was attending school, both the written and type 

letters that German was using already resembled letters used by the rest of Europe. 

 

When Helga moved to Austin, Texas with her family, she became interested in the 

'old script'.  Mostly, because she started to research both her family genealogy and 

her husband's family.  That meant going through old historical records and reading 

old letters.  Many historical records were hand written, especially if the records 

came from the church or local governments.  Both the hand writing and the print 

was in the 'old script'. 

 

In the 1990's Hans and Helga became involved with the German Texan Heritage 

Society.  Once people realized that Helga was good at translating German into 

English, they would ask her to translate the old family letters and diaries.  Austin is 

in the middle of the area of Texas that was settled in the 1800's by Germans.  

These Germans were very literate, and wrote in the 'old script'.  So, Helga mastered 

the 'old script' so that she could provide the translations.  Like any hand writing, 

the 'old script' would vary, depending on the person doing the writing.  Helga often 

stated that the hardest part of translating these old letters was figuring out the 'old 

script'. 

 

This compendium is only a small collection of the material and books that Helga 

used to read the 'old script'.  Helga was able to help many Texans to read the letters 

from their ancestors, and to read old German genealogy records. 
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History of the 'old Script' 

Helga collected this article, which gives a brief history of the printed script.  On the 

bottom left is an example of the 'old script' that showed up often in printed 

documents. 
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Little History of Writing 

Every script-writer should know the rough outlines of the history of our scripts, to 

see that the individual script was not haphazardly invented but that each has 

developed organically from the preceding one. 

The starting point for our modern printed and cursive scripts is the uppercase script 

of the Romans, the Kapitalis Quadrata, a variety of the same is the Rustika. 

In the further course, the writing takes on more rounded forms: the Unziale is 

created. 

Writing faster changes the appearance of the letters, and the two-line system also 

rises up and extending below. 

This is how we get to the Karolingian Minuscule via the Halbunziale. 

Minuscle means lower case letter. 

So a lower-case script was formed from the Roman upper-case script. 

From here the development goes on in two different directions. 

On the one hand, the curves of the Karolingian minuscule are broken by the Gothic 

style: 

it comes to the formation of the Gothic script, the Textur. 

From this, through the Renaissance in Germany, Fraktur grew and from it, in turn, 

in connection with Gothic handwriting, German cursive. 

On the other hand, in Italy, the Hurnanists brought the Carolingian minuscule to 

new heights and used the Roman Kapitalis as a capital letter. 

We call this new typeface Antiqua. 

It also gave rise to italic as a more fluent cursive, which in turn forms the starting 

point of our modern-day Latin cursive. 

The fonts mentioned here were mainly used as book fonts. 

In addition, there were brisk forms of handwriting for daily use at all times, which 

of course largely influenced the development of book typefaces. 
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Examples of "old Script' Letters 

Helga collected various guides to 'old script' to help her with deciphering print and 

hand written documents.  The following are just an example of the material she 

collected.  Sometime the 'old script' is also called 'Sütterlin' or 'Gothic' or 

'Schreibschrift'. 
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The most interesting (and frustrating) letters are e, i, m, n, and u. 
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Examples of "old Script" Words 

When certain letters are hand written together in the 'old script', then the fun begins 

with trying to translate. 

 

 

 

 

The above provides plenty of examples of what happens to words that use the e, i, 

m, n, and u.  The words look like just a bunch of up and down diagonals. 

 

Helga's collection is quite extensive in examples of the 'old script' 
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Not only did Helga have to decipher the 'old script', the German language also 

changed.  Below is an example of how the name of the months change. 

 
Some documents also used symbols instead of words.  This chart is one example 

using the days of the week. 
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And many words were just abbreviated.  The following is chart of common 

abbreviations that o genealogist might find. 

  
Helga's library of research material on how the German language changed over 

time and how the language was documented, is quite extensive. 
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Examples of documents using 'old script' 

The following two documents are from Herford, Helga's home town in Germany.  

She found them while doing genealogy research on her own family.  She was 

researching her Grandmother, 'Johane' and found documents from 1879 and 1880 
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Helga also collected documents from old Austin, Houston, and New York. 
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Translating 'old script' 

Helga liked to find things that were amusing.  The following was found in a 

'Beginner's German' book giving an example of the 'old script' handwritten and the 

'old script' in print.  Neither is readable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Translations of 'old script' by Helga 

The following are a few examples of what Helga translated. 
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This is a document from 1868 from the Royal Prussian Government (Königlich 

Preuβische Regierung).  Following it is Helga's unfinished translation into today's 

script. 
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The following is a letter writing by Maria in Germany to her Uncle and Aunt in United States. The letter is dated 

21 September 1919, right after the Great War (later called WWI).  Not only did Helga have to read the 'old script', 

she also translated the letter into English. 
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Complete photo of Research Material 
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Introduction 
This little booklet is just a collection of information and completed projects Helga 

collected about Paper-Cutting.  In German it is call "scherenschnitte" and 

pronounced 'shár-on-schnit'.  In America it is often called "Paper Silhouettes" 

 

Helga grew up in Germany.  In Germany, children are often given scissors and 

paper and instructed in how to cut out different designs.  In US, Helga became a 

German teacher and when teaching young students, she would use both music and 

art to instruct the German language and culture. 

 

In 1991, an organization that Helga and Hans belonged to, the "German and Texan 

Heritage Society" inherited an old building in Austin Texas.  The building used to 

be a "German Free School".  The society slowly renovated the building and re-

started a school to teach German, the language and the culture.  Helga would teach 

classes and again used Paper-cutting as a teaching aide.  Often the School would 

have events open to the public.  Helga and Hans volunteered to organized and 

instruct a booth where the public could learn about German "scherenschnitte" and 

also pickup scissors and try it for themselves. 

 

Types of Scherenschnitte 

 

Helga used four types of 'scherenschnitte";  

1) a single mirror pattern that just required a single fold than cutting along the line 

(the fish or heart),  

2) a string of repeat pattern that is made by folding the paper into an according and 

cutting along the line (the paper dolls) 

3)a multi mirror pattern that required folding the paper into fours and then cutting a 

random pattern (snow flake) 

4) design that Helga made to commemorate the German Texan Society.  A flag 

pinnate with Texas of one side and German on the other side. 
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Fish:  Single fold and cut along line 

 
 

Cut out, now embellish 
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Fish: A completed project that Helga kept 
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String of Dolls instructions 
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Template that Helga developed 

 
Cut out strip and then according the paper folds 
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Cut along the lines and do not separate and embellish 
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String of Dolls: A completed project that Helga kept 
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Pinnate with Texas and German Flag 
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The following are other projects that Helga kept as memories 

 

Snow Flake finished project with String of angels and String of Christmas trees 
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Butterfly 
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Even Helga's Granddaughter gave "scherenschnitte" a try 
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Reference materials that Helga used: 
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The End 

 


