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Introduction

On 9 May 2009, Helga von Schweinitz received the Friendship Award. This was
an accumulation of many other awards Helga had received from GTHS (German
Texas Heritage Society) over the years.

This compendium first starts with the numerous other awards that Helga received
while a member of GTHS and then covers the Friendship Award.
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Helga von Schweinitz

Helga and her husband, Hans, became members of GTHS way before 1991,
probably in 1981. In 1996 Helga wrote an article for the GTHS newsletter
“Schulhaus Reporter” that introduced herself because she was about to start her
“Helga’s Corner” articles.

HELGA VON SCHWEINITZ: was born Helga
Pértner in Herford. Germany. At the age of 20
she interrupted her education to spend a year
with relatives in Milwaukee, WI., where she fell
in love with German-born Hans von Schweinitz,
got married and decided to become a US citizen.
For 20 years they lived in various parts of the
world while Hans served in the US Air Force.
but she was able to graduate from the University
of South Carolina with a Phi Beta Kappa key.
She has taught German to all ages, from
Kindergarten through Senior Citizens. She is
active in many fields - the family investment

d business, translation of German publications. as
"Mutti" to their two chlldren Chris and Tina, and as "Oma" to grandson Matthew.
She's been on the GTHS board for most of her 15 years of membership, and in
1991, when the German Free School was acquired, was instrumental in the
founding of the GFS Guild, where she has spent thousands of hours volunteering in
many roles. Helga hopes for more time in the future for free-lance writing and
historical research. Helga's quiet, quick wit and her sunny disposition endear her to
all of us, and we all look forward to "Helga's Corner" in every issue of the
Schulhaus Reporter.

For more about the history of the German Free School in Austin that was acquired,
see “German Free School in Austin Texas and GTHS from years 1991 to 1995~
book written by Helga.
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Summary of Accomplishments
In March 2008, Helga wrote a list of her accomplishments. So in her own words:

Activities promoting a good relationship between Germans and Americans

Koblenz—-Austin Sister City Association. | was intensely involved in the
founding of the association, and | am still active. | was a member of the first
official Austin delegation to Koblenz. | was also part of the delegation when
Texas opened a chamber of commerce in Frankfurt. | paid for my expenses in both
cases. The Association successfully sponsors educational, cultural and business
exchanges in which | take part in various roles.

German-Texan Heritage Society (GTHS). | have been an active volunteer for
GTHS since 1980 and was a member of the Board of Directors for eight years. |
was President of the German Free School Guild, the most important committee of
GTHS, for two years. My major merits are the problem solving requiring
countless hours and sleepless nights, developing of ideas, recruiting volunteers,
etc. to turn the historic “German Free School” building into a German-Texan
Cultural Center.

One of the programs I created was the weekly “Stammtisch” hour when only
German is spoken, thus giving visitors, including tourists, from Germany the
opportunity to meet Americans, out of which grew lasting friendships in many
cases.

| also started German language classes, | make myself available for genealogical
and historic research and help Germans and German-Texans living in Central
Texas deal with official correspondence in German. All free of charge.

| am on the Advisory Board of GTHS and a docent with the specialty of giving
tours of the German-Texan Cultural Center to visitors from Germany.

Friendship Force International. As a member of this organization | have
served as exchange director for visiting groups from Germany and hosted many
German “amabassadors” in my home and experienced how appreciative of
American culture they became while staying here for a while, and Americans
gained a better understanding of their German guests.

Teaching German. | enjoy teaching German language and culture and taught in
public and private schools, in companies like AMD and MCC and in the Lifetime
Learning Institute. During my years at Anderson High School in Austin, student
enrollment increased considerably, and a second teacher had to be hired.
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“Von Schweinitz Free Bed & Board”. | addition to having German relatives and
friends spend long vacations with my husband and me, we are also offering our
hospitality to strangers free of charge. Many German musicians who spend several
weeks here with the Austin Chamber Music Center, some groups giving concerts,
members of choirs and even an author in need of inspiration, like to make our
castle their castle for weeks at a time. Their presence and demeanor make such a
positive impression on our American friends.

Film, Documentaries and Research. The idea for the prize-winning (Golden
Remi Award) documentary “Hin nach Texas” or “Off to Texas” was born in my
swimming pool in a conversation between Karl Knietzsch from Dresden and me
about the German-Texan painters Lungkwitz and Petri. The film is available in
English and German. | am listed as assistant producer. | hosted the entire film
crew and advised them daily for many weeks and also traveled with them as
advisor and coordinator.

| am also involved in a documentary still in the making on the German pioneer
Hermann Ehrenberg. | have hosted and traveled with the author of the film script
and the camera man and coordinated locations and advised them on historical
correctness extensively.

A documentary on the Steubenhoeft in Cuxhaven is being produced featuring me
as one of the sample emigrants who walked through that hallowed hall. | was a
guest of honor and speaker at the opening of an exhibit when the Steubenhoeft
restoration was completed in 2002.

Public Presentations. On several occasions | gave public slide shows in Bremen
and Cuxhaven on German immigrants and the homes they built in Texas and the
influence they had on the development of Texas.

Helga’s Corner. My book “Helga’s Corner” and the articles with that title that |
published later, are considered an amusing contribution to helping Americans learn
a bit of German and about Germans and their ways. They are read on both sides
of the Atlantic.

Curriculum vitae: Born in 1937 in Herford, Germany. Abitur in 1957.
Emigration to USA in 1957. B.A. from University of South Carolina. Graduated
Phi Beta Kappa. Author, teacher, translator, independent investor in the housing
and mortgage industry. Married, two children, three grandchildren.
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Awards and Recognition
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Often her husband, Hans, would also receive an award. While Helga was busy
organizing, translating, presenting, being a deacon at the Free School, Hans would
often be repairing and maintaining the Free School building and gardens.
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CHARLES F. KALTEYER
70 St. Stephens School Rd.
Austin, TX. 78746
512/327-9279

7 August 1996
Dear Theresa,

As discussed with you by telephone on the 4th of August, I would like to place the name
of Helga von Schweinitz in nomination for the “EHRENSTERN” AWARD for 1996. I
was most surprised to learn from her that she had not been recognized with this particular
award for her many years of very active and dedicated work in behalf of the
German-Texan Heritage Society.

As I understand, Helga has been a member of the Society since the early 1980’s and is
now serving in a third term on the Society Board. My first contact with her was in the late
1980’s when for many years she was the “unofficial President” of the “unofficial Capitol
Area Group” organizing monthly educational meetings for area Society members.

Some of her special projects over the years include the following:

Many years of effort to successfully convince the Barker History Center to have
the German language newspaper “Das Wochenblatt” put on microfiche.

Worked with Charles Trenckmann in archive research and translation on the
Wochenblatt in the interest of GTHS.

Worked with Rodney Koenig and Lew Marquard developing new Society bylaws.

Convincing the Austin History Center, with the help of Ann Lindemann and Lew
Marquard, to catalog the 40 linear feet of “Bickler Papers. A catalog is now in our GTHS
files.

Organizing groups of area GTHS members for such projects as decorating
German Christmas trees in malls and museums as well as addressing schools and other
groups in dirndle dress as good will ambassadors for the German-Texans.

Teaching German in various schools and judging statewide German language
Competition like TAGS.

Working with Anna Thompson in 92/93 virtually full time handling the many
challenges associated with the GTHS taking over the operation of the German Free
School facilities from the Kelly Stevens estate.

Organizer and member of the committee which founded the GFS Guild consisting
of Arlene Burges, Teresa Chavez, Renate Leonard and Charles Kalteyer.

Along with Anna Thompson, Helga accumulates the most volunteer hours each
year in the GTHS headquarters as relief Executive Director, tour guide, docent,
translator, librarian, public relations ambassador, international hostess, “Stammtisch”
leader and the most sought after advisor regarding GFS and GTHS matters.

Instrumental in facilitating substantial monetary as well as physical donations to
GTHS.

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I nominate Helga von Schweinitz to receive the
1996 GTHS “EHRENSTERN” AWARD in recognition of her many years of fruitful,
dedicated and faithful service to the GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY.

Ll dedifreqanrdd
Th

4

Helga is recommended for the “Ehrenstern” [Star of Honor] award. Charles g

a wonderful list and explanation of Helga’s contribution to GTHS
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Helga did receive the “Ehrenstern” award on 1996 September 8.
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The German Texan Heritage Society has a true
gem in Helga von Schweinitz. My name is Mar-
sha Roose; my father 1is Charles
Clinger. Through my dad’s genealogy work his
‘7% cousin was located in Lautertal, Hesse, Ger-
many. My brother and I are planning a trip
there this summer to meet our relatives. Our
emails back and forth, Germany to USA, USA to
Germany, were not being translated well, so un-
derstanding was being lost. My dad contacted
Helga, asked her if she could help me, and in no
time she had emailed me with directions to her
house and an exuberant promise to help. Helga
contacted our German relative by phone, chatted
with her and arranged a day/time for all three of
us to chat. Helga opened her home to me, called
Germany with her speaker phone on so I could
hear, then shared with our German relative the
list of specific items we needed to clarify. It was
such a pleasure to listen as Helga spoke German
with our relative. Through Helga’s phone con-

- versation I had the chance to hear our relative’s

- voice and listen to her laughter. The plans for
our trip were clarified, bonding began, and the
excitement of meeting each other was conveyed
all because Helga generously shared her German
speaking ability to help me. I am exceedingly
grateful for Helga’s assistance and wanted to
share with you how she made a great difference
for my family here and in Germany.

Sincerely,

Marsha Roose

Helga also received letter that thanked her for helping people.
This family could talk to their relatives in Germany, through Helga.
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The University of Texas at Austin thanked Helga for using her teaching skills to
present the Germanic Studies during a Children’s Activities Fair.
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The German Free School Guild

The Service Organization of the

German—Texan Heritage Society

Bereby presents this Certificate of Appreciation to

Belga bon Schtoeinits

-~ for bolunteer serbice in support

. of programs offered at the
: German Jfree School and

= . e s furthering the German
0 peritage in @exas

Fune, 2005

The German Free School Guild

The Serbice Graanization of the

German—Texan Beritage Society

Bereby presents this Certificate of Appreciation to

Bans bon Schiweinits

~ for bolunteer gerbice in support
" of programs offered at the
German Free School and
= e furthering the German
08 peritage tn Texas

Both Helga and Hans receive recognition for their contribution.
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Application for Friendship Award

The whole process began in March 2008. At that time, The Honorable Consul of
the Federal Republic of Germany, Bernard Buecker, from San Antonio,
recommended the Bundesverdienstkreuz [The Order of Merit ] for Helga. By
December 2008, the award was the Friendship Award.

The Bundesverdienstkreuz [The Order of Merit] of the Federal Republic of
Germany is the only federal decoration of Germany. It is awarded for special
achievements in political, economic, cultural, intellectual or honorary fields.

The Friendship Award is given by the German Ambassador to extraordinary
citizens to thank them for their ongoing support of the German-American cause.
These individuals come from all walks of life but they have one thing in common —
their desire to create mutual understanding and to continue the international
exchange of thoughts and ideas.

The Friendship Award was award by the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of
Germany to Helga on 2008 December 17. On 7 May 2009, The Honorable Consul
Ben Buecker, present the award to Helga.

The following are some of the correspondence that went into requesting the award
and finally presenting the award.
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This is the first letter that Helga sen to The Honorable Consul Ben Buecker.
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Subj: Bundesverdienstkreuz?

Date: 3/18/2008 9:59:07 PM Central Daylight Time
From: HELGAVS

To: rkoenig@fulbright .com

Dear Rodney.
The list of the correspondence to and by Kelly Stevens that we talked about at the Oktoberfest is still far from
complete because all of those boxes are stacked away in the back of overstuffed closets in my house....but |

haven't forgotten.

i would like to ask you for a big favor. After you and Sherryl Brown had mentioned my name in such a positive
contents, and when several other festiers talked to me about the days when i was intensely invoived in getting
the Koblenz-Austin sister city relationship going, and an elderly gentleman told me that his son has a love for
everything German ever since | tought him at Anderson High School, the question came up about how to
suggest my name for the Bundesverdienstkreuz for my efforts to promote good German - American relations on
a grass root level.

After brooding about it for a few month, | thought ['ll get the stone roliing by asking our Honorary Consul, Ben
Buecker, for heip. He advised me to ask a few people to write a letter suggesting that award for me, and to
send it to him.. He suggested your name, and i hope | am not imposing on you.

Renata Anderson, who deservediy received the Bundesverdienstkreuz for her efforts in the Austin-

Kobienz organization, toid me that she was asked to write down ali of her achievements in that iine to be
submitted to whereever the request is considered. 1'ii create such a document in German in the next few days,
and | can send you a copy if you woulid like to have one.

i have aiso asked other people for a letter: Dr. Julia Mellenbruch (Foreign Language Coordinator for AISD,
ret.); Renata Anderson (President of Austin Sister City Association); Sherryi Brown (former Ex. Secretary of
GTHS); Joanne Ancira (former President of The Friendship Force of Austin); The Oberbuergermeister of
Kobienz; Suenderhauf Film Produktion, Dresden; Hoesei Fiim, Dresden; and others if needed to cover my
efforts on many different leveis.

Shouid i be honored by receiving the award, we can turn the ceremony into an event which really celebrates
friendship between Germans and Americans.

Sincerely, Heiga

This letter is to Rodney Koenig, request a letter of reference. It is an example of
the type of letter Helga sent out.
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FROM : BUECKER FAX NO. :218 226 2065

March 21, 2008

The Honorable Consul of the Federal Republic of Germany
Bernard Buecker

1220 Tower Life Bldg.

310 S. St. Mary’s Street

San Antonio, TX 78205 8811

Dear Consul Buecker:

Tt is an honor and a special privilege to recommend Helga von Schweinitz as a worthy
recipient of the Bundesvedienstkreuz.

Helgs, a native of Germany, has devoted her years in Austin, Texas, to practicing and
spreading the German culture in the United States.

She has written numerous articles on issues dealing with all phases of German culture.
As a member of the German Texan Heritage Society she has translated letters, articles,
and a script for a movie. Helga’s booklet entitled HELGA’S CORNER is a compilation
of a series of her popular column in the Newsletter of the German Free School Guild, in
which she deals with the explanation of German expressions in a humorous style.

The German Texan Heritage Society inherited the 1856 building of the German Free
School from a local artist in the early 1990’s. Helga took a leadership role in converting
the building into a museum, office, genealogical library and German language school.
The spacious grounds are used for social events, Maifest, Kris Kringle Markt, programs
on cultural and intellectual topics dealing with German culture, and weekly Stammtisch.

1 met Helga in the 1970’s at Anderson High School, Austin. As Austin Independent
School District Secondary Foreign Language Coordinator, it was always a special treat to
visit Helga’s German classes. Her accordion stood ready to alleviate the student’s
struggles with German grammar to sing a few German songs, e.g. “Ich habe Hunger, Ich
habe Durst.”

Helga’ warm and generous personality, accompanied by her gifted leadership style has
contributed to making the German Texan Heritage Society a center for spreading German
culture in the community

Thank you for considering Helga for this prestigious award.
Sincgrely, : :
o llonbreead
ulia Mellenbruch A ' i
AISD Secondary Foreign Language Coordinator (Retired)

Julia Mellenbruch
g 60 4102A Ave, H
B Austin, TX 78751

| Jll'ar'/(@aa/» Com
a ! : 512~ &= L]

Julia Mel_lenbruch, Helga boss while teaching German at Anderson High School,
was the first to write a letter of reference.
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Rodney Koenig asked for additional information before writing a reference letter.
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Helga von Schweinitz: Activities promoting a good relationship between

Germans and Americans

Koblenz—Austin Sister City Association. I was intensely involved in the founding of
the association, and I am still active. T was a member of the first official Austin
delegation to Koblenz . I was also part of the delegation when Texas opened a chamber
of commerce in Frankfurt. I paid for my expenses in both cases. The Association
successfully sponsors educational, cultural and business exchanges in which I take part in
various roles.

German-Texan Heritage Society (GTHS). I have been an active volunteer for GTHS
since 1980 and was a member of the Board of Directors for eight years. I was President
of the German Free School Guild, the most important committee of GTHS, for two years.
My major merits are the problem solving requiring countless hours and sleepless nights,
developing of ideas, recruiting volunteers, etc. to turn the historic “German Free School”
building into a German-Texan Cultural Center.

One of the programs I created was the weekly “Stammtisch” hour when only German is
spoken, thus giving visitors, including tourists, from Germany the opportunity to meet
Americans, out of which grew lasting friendships in many cases.

I also started German language classes, I make myself available for genealogical and
historic research and help Germans and German-Texans living in Central Texas deal with
official correspondence in German. All free of charge.

I am on the Advisory Board of GTHS and a docent with the specialty of giving tours of
the German-Texan Cultural Center to visitors from Germany.

Friendship Force International. As a member of this organization I have served as
exchange director for visiting groups from Germany and hosted many German
“amabassadors” in my home and experienced how appreciative of American culture they
became while staying here for a while, and Americans gained a better understanding of

their German guests.

Teaching German. I enjoy teaching German language and culture and taught in public
and private schools, in companies like AMD and MCC and in the Lifetime Learning
Institute. During my years at Anderson High School in Austin, student enrollment
increased considerably, and a second teacher had to be hired.

“Von Schweinitz Free Bed & Board”. I addition to having German relatives and
friends spend long vacations with my husband and me, we are also offering our
hospitality to strangers free of charge. Many German musicians who spend several
weeks here with the Austin Chamber Music Center, some groups giving concerts,
members of choirs and even an author in need of inspiration, like to make our castle their
castle for weeks at a time. Their presence and demeanor make such a positive impression
on our American friends.
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Film, Documentaries and Research. The idea for the prize-winning (Golden Remi
Award) documentary “Hin nach Texas” or “Off to Texas” was born in my swimming
pool in a conversation between Karl Knietzsch from Dresden and me about the German-
Texan painters Lungkwitz and Petri. The film is available in English and German. [am
listed as assistant producer. I hosted the entire film crew and advised them daily for
many weeks and also traveled with them as advisor and coordinator.

1 am also involved in a documentary still in the making on the German pioneer Hermann
Ehrenberg. I have hosted and traveled with the author of the script and the camera man
and coordinated locations and advised them on historical correctness extensively.

A documentary on the Steubenhoeft in Cuxhaven is being produced featuring me as one
of the sample emigrants who walked through that hallowed hall. T was a guest of honor
and speaker at the opening of an exhibit when the Steubenhoeft restoration was
completed .

Public Presentations. On several occasions I gave public slide shows in Bremen and
Cuxhaven on German immigrants and the homes they built in Texas.

Helga’s Corner. My book “Helga’s Corner” and the articles with that title that I
published later, are considered an amusing contribution to helping Americans learn a bit
of German and about Germans and their ways. They are read on both sides of the
Atlantic.

Curriculum vitae: Born in 1937 in Herford, Germany. Abitur in 1957. Emigration to
USA in 1957. B.A. from University of South Carolina. Graduated Phi Beta Kappa.
Author, teacher, translator, independent investor in the housing and mortgage industry.
Married, two children, three grandchildren.

Helga emailed back this list of accomplishments. Quite impressive.

Subj: Bundesverdienstkreuz

Date: 3/23/2008 2:29:10 PM Central Daylight Time
From: HELGAVS

To: Mastholte

Dear Ben. Thank you for your help so far. | contacted several people about letters - as you suggested -
including Rodney Koenig. He'll be in touch with you. He and other Bundesverdienstkreuz recipients that i
talked to told me that they had to make a written list of their achievements. So | made one and hope it heips
give a clearer picture of my situation. |am attaching it to this email.

So far | have promises for a letter of recommendation from Rodney Koenig, Sherryi Brown, Dr. Julia
Mellenbruch and Renata Anderson. Renata is in Germany right now and will write one when she returns in a
week or so. She recommended that | or she should also contact the Lord Mayor of Kobienz about a letter.

| don't know what the protokoll is with regards to the Bundesverdienstkreuz, and maybe you don't either, but |
am sure that you know where to get that information. | certainly appreciate your effort.

Do you think you need more letters? | could certainly ask more people, but | hate to bother them.

Thank you, Helga

Helga corresponding with Ben Buecker
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Rodney Koenig’s letter of recommendation.
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Ben Buecker received from Helga the two letter of reference, from Julia
Mellonbruch and Sherryl Brown. Ben is sending the request on to the General
Konsulat in Houston.
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FROM :BUECKER FAX NO. :2180 226 2865 Jun. 12 2098 ©2:52PM P3

The Honorable Consulate of

The Federal Republic of Germany
Mr. Ben Buecker

1220 Tower Life Building

310 South St. Mary

San Antonio, TX 78205

Dear Mr. Buecker

T would like to nominate Helga von Schweinitz of Pflugerville, Texas for the
prestigious Bundesverdienst Kreuz awarded to German born citizens who
have made a significant contributibn to German-Americar fr'lendshlp and
cross cultural understanding.

As you know, Ms. Von Schweinitz' volunteer work for the German-Texan
Heritage Society has been very far reaching in scope over the past thirty
years. Numerous times she has served on the board of directors of that
statewide organization, also helping to establish the German Free School
Guild that is responsible for the maintenance of the German Free School.
For'years she has worked tirélessly with volunteers and staff to implement
programs that keep Ger'man traditioris, I(mguuge and culfure alive in Cemral
Texns and beyond A,

From 1998 to 2001 T served as executive director of GTHS. During my -
tenure, Ms. Von Schweinitz served as my mentor, always giving me the
support I needed to do my job well. First and foremost, she was always
focused on the positive values of both German and American cultural
traditions, and in this way she brought countless individuals and groups into
the organization,increasing our membership and outreach into the State of
Texas: She was ever present, well organlzed and ?houghfful in her approach
o pr‘oblem solvmg ' 5l

Helga -Von Schweinitz exenplifies the spirit of “"Gastfreundlichkeit” in all
that she accomplishes. I never knew her to criticize American values or to
make negative comparisons between Germany and other countries, rather,
she those tobring out"the best in every. situation by den\onsfrahng a
compusslonafe nﬁrfude wwh folerance for d:ve.rsn-y
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Letter of reference from Sherryl Brown
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Ben Buecker sends Rodney Koenig’s Letter of Reference on to the General Consul
in Houston.
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From August 2008 until December 0, there is no corespondence between
Helga and Ben Beucker.
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2008 Dec /0

. Friendship Award
3e:ll:e£rHOUS VW-1 Spicher, Kai-Uwe" <vw-1@hous.auswaertiges-amt.de>
D:tll.m.: Wed, 10 Dec 2008 15:53:58 -0600

. " WASH PR-10 Stiem, Barbara Christine” <pr-10@wash.auswaertiges-amt,de>

cc: "HOUS L Muenzel, Rainer Konrad" <l@hous.auswaertiges—amt.de>, ".HOUS PR-100
Schroeder, Gertrud" <pr-1 00@hous.auswaertiges-amt.de>

1iebe Frau Stiem,
erem Honorakonsul in San Antonio, Herrn Ben Buecker, haben wi
Zg?i:gznden Empfehlungsschreiben fur Frau g 9= yon Schweinipy erhgiiei%eDarin
wird sie unter anderem von einer renommlerten praltskanzlei flir das
Bundesverdienstkreuz vorgesghlagen. Dies ﬁrsghelnt uns'etwas zu hoch gegriffen
jedoch ist Frau von Schweinitz auch uns fur }hrep langjshrigen nimmermiden Einé t
Texas Heritage Society sowie fur die Verbreitung der deutschen S

in der German- : i :
Sprache und Kultur in der Region um Austin wohl bekannt. Die in den

Empfehlungsschreiben gemachten Angaben kbr}nen wir best&dtigen.
Wir mochten sie daher aufgrund ihrer Verdienste unbedingt fiir die Gewahrung des

German-American Friendship Award vorschlagen.

Mit besten GriBen aus Houston
Kai-Uwe Spicher

Consulate General of the Federal Republic of Germany 10/,2

1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 1850

Houston, TX 77056-3018, USA

el 001 ) 713-627-7770 '(front desk) i

el (00T 1 3-985=-3389(direct) l, /4 ( [ (,

Eaxs i 00d)1713=627-0506 < -\ MDA

Email: Vw-1@hous.diplo.de Website: www.germanconsulatehouston.org

www.germany.info - Your Source of Information on Germany 7

Discover America's German Heritage at www.GERMANORIGINality.com! /l/z //
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The é\}\}akd Is changed to the Friendship Award.

Liebe Frau Stiem,

von unserem Honorakonsul in San Antonio, Herrn Ben Buecker, haben wir die
anliegenden Empfehlungsschreiben fur Frau Helga von Schweinitz erhalten. Darin
wird sie unter anderem von einer renommierten Anwaltskanzlei fir das
Bundesverdienstkreuz vorgeschlagen. “Dies erscheint uns etwas zu hoch gegriffen,
jedoch ist Frau von Schweinitz auch uns fir ihren langjédhrigen nimmermiden
Einsatz in der German-Texas Heritage Society sowie fur die Verbreitung der
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deutschen Sprache und Kultur in der Region um Austin wohl bekannt. Die in den
Empfehlungsschreiben gemachten Angaben kdnnen wir bestatigen.

Wir méchten sie daher aufgrund ihrer Verdienste unbedingt flr die Gewahrung des
German-American Friendship Award vorschlagen.

Mit besten Grifien aus Houston
Kai-Uwe Spicher

In English
Dear Ms Stiem,

We received the attached letters of recommendation for Ms. Helga von Schweinitz
from our honorary consul in San Antonio, Mr. Ben Buecker. In it, among other
things, she is nominated for The Order of Merit by a renowned law firm. “This
seems a bit too exaggerated to us, but Ms. von Schweinitz is also well known to us
for her many years of tireless work in the German-Texas Heritage Society and for
the spread of the German language and culture in the Austin region. We can
confirm the information provided in the letters of recommendation.

We would therefore like to thank her with an award based on her merits.

Suggest the German-American Friendship Award.

Best regards from Houston
Kai Uwe Spicher
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The Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany award Helga the Friendship |
Award on 17 December 2009. Ambassador in 2008 was Klaus Scharioth.

Now the correspondence changes to determining what is a good date to present this
award to Helga.
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Lieber Herr Spicher,
Anliegend tibersende ich Ihnen den fiir Frau von Schweinitz bestimmten German-
American Friendship Award. Bitte lassen Sie die Urkunde vor Aushandigung vor
Ort rahmen.

Dear Mr Spicher,

| am sending you the German-American Friendship Award intended for Ms. von
Schweinitz. Please have the certificate framed on site before it is handed over.
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Application for Friendship Award 38

Vermerk
Helga von Schweinitz freut sich sehr tber die Ehrung. Das sei eine gute
Nachricht, meinte sie.

Sie schlug vor die Uberreichung im Rahmen des am 25 April in der German Free
School stattfindenden Maifestes vorzunehmen, wo viele Mitglieder der German
Texan Heritage Society und auch andere anwesend sein werden.

Sollte ihr noch etwas anderes einfallen, wird sie sich melden.

Nach Houston kommt sie in absehbarer Zeit nicht.

In English

Note

Helga von Schweinitz is very pleased about the honor. That's good news, she said.
She suggested that the presentation be held at the May Festival on April 25th at the
German Free School, where many members of the German Texan Heritage Society
and others will be present.

If she thinks of anything else, she will let you know.

She won't be coming to Houston any time soon.
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Subj: award

Date: 3/16/2009 1:34:49 P.M. Central Daylight Time
From: HELGAVS

To: Mastholte

Dear Ben.

Eenﬁd ﬁlcggoeder forn; the Gen"nan Consulate General informed me, that the German-American Friendship
ward wi presented to me. | am very happy about that and | am sure you played a i
very, very much for your effort. gt Al s
The Consul General will come to Austin in May on a Thursday to join us at Stammtisch at the Germa

n Free
School and then present the award. He has not yet decided on what Thursday that will be. |am going to

arrange for some publicity in the German-American community in Austin to let people know. that the fri i
between the two countries is still appreciated by Germany. Y 9 ’ e
I'll keep you posted.

Sincerely, Helga

At least the month has been decided, May.

Subj: German-American Friendship Award for Helga
Date: 5/1/2009 9:28:06 A.M. Central Daylight Time
From: HELGAVS

To: info@GermanTexans.org, Mastholte, Iwanless@comcast.net
GC: Imcmorrow@sbcglobal.net, abikhaled@mail.utexas.edu, Gyri20ca, Imartin@latka.de,

ioanne ancira@hotmail.com, annakahn@comcast.net, art-marty@verizon.net, beran@ccsi.com,
renate@bittner-family.de, cheetah@awesomenet.net, Paulandjoaniebrown@hotmail.com,
eddafeatures@juno.com, bweber70@austin.rr.com, utecarson@hotmail.com,
Chris.VonSchweinitz@Schwab.com, George L de S Jr, dieter.fahrig@gmx.de,
elisabethnoelting@mac.com, gpehse@juno.com, eke@compuserve.com, hfey@rz-online.de,
jfranks@yahoo.com, Germanyj, sigurd.schweinitz@arcormail.de, hans-
christoph@familievonschweinitz.com, post@hoeselfiim.de, david.holland@sbcglobal.net,
leaffield@hotmail.com, jiwechsler@sbcglobal.net, JuliaFBusching, klausbocek@online.de,
h.koperschmidt@gmx.de, KrauseBrigitte, L.schlenkrich@gmx.de, peterp@ktc.com,
d.poertner@web.de, Rainbow(@RevRainbow.org, marshallag, renata.m.anderson@gmail.com,
glorob@austin.rr.com, RockySchenck, david@sergilaw.com,
Shay.Cannedy@TheStoryofTexas.com, david.suenderhauf@totho.de, margietiedt@hotmail.com,
tisaacs@SPC.cc.tx.us, tolzmadh@email.uc.edu, jedi1312@web.de, amvlossow@gmx.net,
Uhewagner

Dear Friends.

Just in case you want to know: On Thursday, May 7, 2009, the Consul General of Germany in Houston, the
Honorable Rainer Muenzel, will come to Austin to present me with the German - American Friendship Award.
The Honorary Consul of Germany, Ben Buecker from San Antonio, will be there as well.

The "event" will take place at the Old German Free School on 507 E. Tenth Street (half a block west of Red
River St.) at about 1 p. m..

Everybody is invited because we want to celebrate German - American friendship and all the good will and
effort that go into it and all the pleasant experiences resulting from it. My award is a symbol of appreciation
from the German government for my volunteer involvement in so many initiatives during my long life in
endeavors like the Austin - Koblenz sister city relationship, student and apprenticeship exchanges, the
GermanTexan Heritage society, teaching, hosting visiting artists, making documentaries and so on.

| know that most of you work on Thursday and can't make it. However, it would be nice to show the
Honorable Consul General Rainer Muenzel that we German-Texans treasure our friendship with today's
Germans by showing up for the short ceremony.

If you would like to contribute to the refreshments (cookies or fingerfood), let me know in advance by calling
me at 512-990-3557, or email me.

Mit herzlichen Griien,

Helga von Schweinitz

Helga sends out an email announcing the date, 7 May 2008, and inviting
everybody.

Helga’s Friendship Award and others



Application for Friendship Award 40

The Directory of the GTHS sends out an email invitation also.
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Award Ceremony 7 May 2009

On 7 May 2009, both Consul General of German Houston, the Honorable Rainer
Muenzel and the Honorary Consul of Germany San Antonio, Ben Buecker present
Helga with the award. Marianne Martine of Sister Cities International Program
Coordinator for the City of Austin during the ceremony. This was a major event
and the German Free School was packed with Helga’s friends and family.

b . &
Honorary Consul of Germany San Antonio, Ben Buecker present Helga with the

award
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The Honorary Consul of Germany San Antonio, Ben Buecker, Consul General of
German Houston, the Honorable Rainer Muenzel, Helga, and Marianne Martine of
Sister Cities International Program Coordinator for the City of Austin
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Speech given by Consul General of German Houston, the Honorable Rainer
Muenzel while giving Helga the award.

Helga’s Friendship Award and others




Award Ceremony 7 May 2009 45

e | \\
o e

Helga poudig/ dlsplaying the vase
German Consul.
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t of the Friendship award by the

award by City of Austin.
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Helga sining some copies of her book “Helga’s Corner” for the Honorary Consul
of Germany San Antonio, Ben Buecker

Helga being interviews and filmed by reporter from News8 Austin.
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Hrlichen Glickwunsch! [congratulatrions from the Heart]
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vase given as part of the Friendship award by the German Consul.
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will remember.

Note Helga put inside of Vase so that famil

Vase is made in Flrstenberg Germany [Germany dropped the West and East after
1989 when Iron curtain fell and Germany was re-united]
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Austin snow (bat) globe gift given by Marianne Martine of Sister Cities
International Program Coordinator for the City of Austin
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Some of the family members that attended the ceremony.‘ Joaneron [mother
in-law], Chris [son] and wife Jill [nee Brown]

News Response After Friendship Award

After the award there were articles in the local newspapers and News8 presented a
short interview as local News.
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|

Article i

Pflugerville  resident
Helga von Schweinitz was
presented with “The Federal
Republic of Germany
Friendship Award” on May
7, 2009, for her many years
of volunteer involvement in
promoting friendly relation-

ships between Germans and

Americans.

Friends and fellow volun-

sty ey 162000 Dllrnlle Bflog

Local resident recognize
as German Friend

Helga von Schweinitz is presented with "The Federal Republic of German
Pictured from left to right: The Honorary Consul of Germany,
the Consul General of Germany, the Honorary Rainer Muenzel from Houston;
International Program Coordinator for the City of Austin, Marianne Martine

teers, a television station and
representatives from several
of the groups in which Helga
has been active attended the
celebration. They included
the German-Texan Heritage
Society, the Austin-Koblenz
Sister City Alliance, The
Austin Independent School
District, and even two house
guests who represented the

e

n the Pflugerville Pflagon T

Pflugerville, and this Newspaper was a weekly.
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y Friendship Award."
the Honorary Bernard Buecker from San Antonio;

Helga von Schweinitz; Sister Cities

many German guests like
musicians, filmmakers, Writ-
ers and penniless visitors the
von ‘Schweinitz home has
hosted.

The .event took place in
Fﬁe Old German Free School
In Austin at 507 E. Tenth
Street which He] gahashelped
to become a busy German.
Texan Culture Center.

hursday May 14, 2009. Helga Iivéd in
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On 7 May 2009, Helga checked the News8 website and found this article but no
video yet. Video was on the evening news. A few days later the website also had
the video.
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Screenshot of the News8 video. :

Thank You After Friendship Awards
Helga sent out several thank you emails and letters.
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Helga von Schweinitz
19117 Ganton Court
Pflugerville TX 78660
EAX (512) 989-8824
E-MAIL helgavs@aol.com
Home Phone (512) 990-3557

5-21-09

Dear Ben.

Your participation in the awarding of the German-American Friendship Award
was really appreciated by all attendants, especially by me. Thank you for all your
trouble and for all the effort you put into the matter beforehand. Several visitors told me
that they did not know that there was an Honorary Consul in Texas.

The event went so casual and friendly, that | was bombarded with emails and
phone calls afterwards expressing just that. | am glad we arranged the presentation in
a way that German - Texans could show how much they value a god relationship with
Germans. Several of them followed up by making a donation in my honor to the GTHS,
one of them for the amount of $1000.-.

I am sending you a few photos and a clipping from the Pflugerville Pflag, See
how far your pfame. in reaching?

Sincerely,

Congratulations After Friendship Award
The Congratulations came in two forms, emails and cards.
Some of congratulations came before 7 May 2009
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Subj: Greetings!
Date: 5/8/2009 8:25:16 P.M. Central Daylight Time

From: George L de S Jr
To: HELGAVS

Dear Helga,

Congratulations an your richly-deserved award! It's great to know that the German Government has
recognized your efforts and many, many contributions, over the years. Cousin Dorothea de S considered you
an intelligent, wide-awake and interesting person, years ago, when she must first have corresponded with you
and Hans, or met you. | remember her speaking of you and Hans, various times, | think when | first came to
Washington, in 1967, and had the pleasure of living in her home for two years. Or maybe it was in the years
just afterward. She recognized a fellow DOER! | regret that | was really sort of overwhelmed, as | got started
teaching at Eastern Senior High School in the District, and didn't or couldn't follow up on many of the leads she
gave me about interesting family members | could get in touch with, or interesting areas | could explore in the
D.C area. She would certainly have been pleased to learn about the recognition you have received. I'm sure it
was a very fine occasion. I'm sorry Austin was just a little out of my range.

Now | must formally tell Hans Christoph, via e-mail, that | won't attend the Family Meeting in June,
although I've already written this in a recent e-mail. | managed to get to Kreisau two summers ago because
Polish friends very kindly drove to pick me up in Berlin. They wanted me to spend several weeks with them,
afterward, in east Poland — and this was very enjoyable. This year the mother and father in this family are both
waorking in England. They are extremely fortunate to have found jobs, and to have been able to hold on to
them, up to the present. | need to try to accomplish some things here, this summer. Siegfried and Ruth are
planning to go, | think. They'll see Siegfried's sisters, in Stuttgart, and | guess go over to England, to see
Dietrich and his family, unless the latter will be attending the Meeting. We talked by phone several weeks ago.
| don't know whether Miriam de S, or William and Kathy or any of their family are planning to attend. No news
from any of them since this past Christmas. Clark de S, in Espanola, north of Santa Fe, said he might like to
attend a meeting sometime, and take his wife, Johnnie Mae. This past January his mother, Elizabeth, died
peacefully, in Santa Fe, after some years of health problems, and recently being confined to her bed. | was
given a ride to her lovely memorial service, and one back, which made it much easier for me to attend. Bobbie
and Jeff Borne are expecting the imminent arrival of their first grandchild, and this will keep them close to home
in June.

| hope you and Hans are doing well, and Bettina, and Christopher, Jill, and their children. | enjoyed your
green Christmas letter. It must have been very interesting to participate in the documentary "Steubenhoeft"!

I'm hoping for an Oscar for you! And congratulations to you and Hans on celebrating your Golden Wedding
Anniversary! You have a lot to think back on, and be thankful for, I'm sure. A great achievement, in this day
and age!! Present treatments are keeping my esophagus happy. | develope some numbness in my hand after
1 do a lot of typing or writing, or even reading — turning pages, holding book — but considering the possible
problems that are 'out there', I'm not complaining at all! Via Siegfried | am sending a small contribution to help
with the redoing of the family web site, but it certainly doesn't match Hans' magnificent gift.

Just to let you know that | appreciate your Christmas greetings and family photo, with the Lord of the Manor!
So many greetings and photos are such a pleasure to look at, that | haven't put them away, yet! Every two
weeks my house cleaner, Guadalupe, faithfully takes them all down, dusts surfaces in living room and —yes —
kitchen, and them puts them up again. Fortunately she is very artistic, so her arrangements always look fresh
and cheerful. However, I'm afraid I'm really straining her patience, this year!!

I am so glad Hans is making good progress with his therapy.

With all best wishes to you both and your family,
Sincerely,
George
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Following are just some of the cards that Helga 4 J
received. Sometimes the design on the front of the card %GW‘E}‘W"Me Socwvzj
s included. has received a donation
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Im very happy that you got
the German-Smerican
friendship award. s geat
knowing nice peop& like you.

Rosie
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Helga -
Congratulations on
receiving the
German-American
Friendship Award from
the Consul General of
Germany, the Honorable
Rainer Munzel.

We know your family
and friends are happy

you have been honored
in this way.

Our stay with you was
most pleasant. Give
Snopsy a hug for me and
say hello to Hans.

In friendship,
Art and Marty Swenson

ey,
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