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Introduction

This is a travel album of Hans von Schweinitz and Helga about their trip on the
Royal Caribbean ship Sun Viking 29 October through 5 November 1983. The
cruise began in Miami Florida, went to the port of Ocho Rios Jamaica, Willemstad
Curacao, Caracas (LaGuaira) Venezuela, and Bridgetown Barbados. The ship
continued to island hop for another week before returning to Miami. But Hans and
Helga left the ship early in Barbados and flew back to Miami to visit relatives.

As was Helga's habit, she kept a diary during their travels. This travel diary
accompanies this album that she put together. And there are lots of photos of the
pamphlets and other documents that are always collected while on vacation. At the
end of the album, is the complete photo of each pamphlet and document. In a few
places, some updates or additional information has been provided, mostly to
explain the historical significance of some events.

Larger copies of the articles and inserts are provided at the end of the aloum. Also
a complete transcript of Helga's diary is provided.

missing photo from in this compendium
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29 October 1983 Miami Florida — - —
Parked car in City Satellite Prkg lot, (slot B-2), $2.00/day with bus to
terminal, good arrangement. Pan Am to Miami, tour bus to the "Sun
Viking", our cruise boat.

Boarding the Sun Viking 29 October 1983 Saturday

ROYAL CARIBBEAN’S SUN VIKING
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% ROYAL CARIBBEAN CRUISE LINE

Nordic Prince Song of America

@ Royal Caribbean Cruise Line

"SUN VIKING" ITINERARY

DAY PORT ARRIVE_ DEPART
We dosk (Saturday Miami, Florida 5:30 P.M.
the firtl Sunday At Sea’
""7“ Menday Ocho Rios, Jamaica 9:30 A.M. 4:00 P.M.
o [ IR At Sea 1
Wednesday Willemstad, Curacao, N.A. 9:00 A.M. 6:30 P.M.
Thursday LaGuaira, (Caracas) Venezuela 8:00 A.M. 5:30 P.M.
Friday At Sea
turday . Bridgetown, Barbados 8:00 A.M. 10:00 P.M.
BTl s M S e France; Martinique 8:00 A.M. 4:00 P.M.
Monday Philipsburg, St. Maarten 8:00 A.M. 5:30 P.M.
Tuesday San Juan, Puerto Rico 8:00 A.M. 2:00 AM. (Wed.)
Wednesday St. Thomas, U.S.V.IL. 8:30 A.M. 6:00 P.M.
Thursday At Sea
Friday At Sea
Saturday Miami, Florida 8:30 AM.
MAIN SEATING SECOND SEATING
BREAKFAST 7:30 AM. 8:45 A.M.
LUNCHEON 12:00 Noon 1:30 P.M.
DINNER 6:30 P.M. 8:30 P.M.

Cabin Stewart in action

Our itinerary
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Diary

We are glad it's sailing under the Norwegian flag, since the US
invaded Grenada less than a week ago, and the Cubans and the Russians
are very upset, and the Caribbean is battle ground, at least on Grenada
(we are headed for Barbados, the next door island).

Additional information

The United States invasion of Grenada

began at dawn on 25 October 1983. The U.S. and a coalition of six
Caribbean nations invaded the island nation of Grenada, 100 miles (160
km)north of Venezuela. Codenamed Operation Urgent Fury by the U.S.
military, it resulted in military occupation within a few days.

The Reagan administration in the U.S. launched a military
intervention following receipt of a formal appeal for help from the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States. In addition, the Governor-
General of Grenada Paul Scoon secretly signaled he would also support
outside intervention, but he put off signing a letter of invitation until 26
October. President Reagan also acted due to "concerns over the 600 U.S.
medical students on the island™ and fears of a repeat of the Iran hostage
crisis

The date of the invasion is now a national holiday in Grenada
called Thanksgiving Day, commemorating the freeing of several political
prisoners who were subsequently elected to office.

A drill just in case
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Farewell ceremonies in Miami: music and paper snacks

Another ship and a plane in Miami Looking back at Miami skyline
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Diary

Dinner, "Main seating", the first reqular meal. Trained stewards of
different nationalities. First thing he does is he puts the linen napkin on
your lap. One can choose from a menu, an excellent selection. | had
marinated herring to start out with, then lamb for entree. | eat items |
don't get every day at home. One has the same table partners all through
the cruise. There is John and Carolyn from Harford CT, he is with Adler
Typewriters; then there is Ed, a black veterinarian from Beverly Hill CA
and his wife Wendy, I think a physician who looks much too young for
that; and there is Jack from West Palm Beach, and his wife ??. They
smoke half a pack of cigarettes during a meal.

Found in daily newsletter Compass: What happens when | dial 200?
You get action

Diary

In the evening most passengers were rather tired, but some danced
in different lounges for hours on end. Hans and I went on deck for a
while. The wind was literally breathtaking.

Although the ship has stabilizers, | had to take a Dramamine to
settle my stomach which acted up and interfered with love making.
What a stable ride compared to the old Italia and the Queen Mary.

-

The Viking Crown
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2

Evening on upper deck

Sunset
Of course, we can't promise singles a shipboard romance.



Oct30, Sunday

It started well enough, Breakfast at 7:30, and then a few hours on
deck enjoying the breeze and the sun. Talked to members of a German
group who will go skiing in Ischgl, Hotel Post. A small world. In
contrast to the official comments of the German government, they
applauded the invasion of Grenada by the US. "Endlich 14t sich
Amerika nicht mehr alles gefallen.”

Album 1983 RC Cruise 220429 Compendium

Good weather pool

Then | became seasick, just made it to the cabin, now called
stateroom. Ever since Hans is enjoying himself immensely, dropping in
once in a while to show his beaming face. | am glad for him. He even
dressed up cheerfully in his new navy blue suit for the Captain's Cocktail
Party. And to think about the hard time | had to get him to a store to buy
that suit. He looks good in it, no kidding, just like a captain.

I have now recovered enough to sit up and write, it is late evening.
Hans got a pill that he stuck behind my ear eight hours ago. Maybe it is
finally oozing through the skin and calming my stomach. | ordered a
marinated herring. The first two bites stayed in.

All day long we cruised along the northern coast of Cuba. A cold
front makes the ship roll and roll and roll.



Seasick

Activities on board that I missed but Hans enjoyed.
y i

Favorite sport on deck: tanning




Food exquisitely presented

31 Oct, Monday JAMAICA
Docked at Ocho Rios, Jamaica, Montego Bay. The Captain did the
maneuvering personally from an extended platform on the side of the

ship.

View from ship, down dock
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Hans and Helga getting ready to invade Jamaia

We had signed up for a bus tour to the Brimmerhall Plantation.
Drive through narrow, winding road full of potholes.

The population looks all black, really black. We didn't see a single
pale face except for tourists. Most were poorly dressed, just sitting or
walking around or peddling little things for sale.

Lush climate, rain, sunshine, another shower for a few seconds,
middle 80's. Pleasant. Things grown and bloom wherever you let it.
Many people walk around with long machetes, | guess their way back
home to the village might be overgrown after they spent a day in town.
There were some villas and fancy hotels (Noel Coward's home on top of
a hill overlooking Montego Bay), but generally even along the
waterfront there were mostly shacks and run down little houses. The
Playboy Club was absolutely deserted and falling to pieces.
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The Plantation great house is a beautiful home over 200 years old,
now with electricity. A large veranda with a roof pulling down deep so
you can see out over the hills and valleys when you sit in the huge easy
chairs. Large rooms, polished wooden floors, high ceilings and windows
in all directions for a breeze. No fire place, of course. It never get below
60F. Stables, barns and smaller houses nearby for the running of the
plantation, now also a swimming pool Brimmer Hall used to be owned

nglishman but belongs now to a Jamaican.

Parrot M acaw

View over plantaton ‘
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We were served a buffet style lunch with strange dishes including

goat curry and ackee, which is made of the inside of a fruit and looks like

scrambled eggs.

One grows mainly Bananas and coconuts, also pineapple, all spice
and coffee, but coffee more in the high regions on Blue Mountain.

DuPont did research recently on how to increase the use of the
banana plant and discovered that the stems produce material ideal for

§

e
Tia’nCola
Beat the heat
with this twist of
freshness.

Pour 1% ozs, Tia Maria
over ice in a tall glass.
Fill with cola and
serve.

Jamaican Coffee Liqueur

fiber which can be turned into wigs, clothes and above II for pantyhose.

ina brandy sn_!
short straw 2

On the beach or at the bar Iama’ jcé n :
th|s smooth taste will dellg'ht

1 /3 Tia Maria

1/3 white creme de cacao

1/3 light cream

Shake well with ice.
Serve in a stemmed glass.

All workers on the plantation earn 8 Jamaican dollars per day.
They provide their own housing and transportation ($1=2.50 JD).
Medical care is socialized. Out guide told us that he could get a better
paid job in Kingston, but for that he needed a recommendation from his
present employer, and landowners don't give recommendation to workers
they want to keep.
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I haven't seen anybody perform any work, all the workers were just ARG v
sitting around in the landscape although you could see where work
needed to be done. Maybe you need ten people to do the job that one
person does in the US, and it is better to pay 10 persons 8 Dollars than to
pay 1 person 80 Dollars. | guess since the British left the management of
things has left with them, maybe if there was more incentive for people
to see, they might work a little more. It's that vicious circle, an ideal
breeding ground for socialist agitators who make big promises. It seems
that most of the lush Caribbean Islands are easy prey unless the pro-

western people band together like they did about Granada.
RS 2 ; ‘-,_,‘,_ _;:

Last stop of the tour was to the Dunn's River Water Falls, empting
into the sea. Very pretty with vegetation in abundance keeping the sun
out for most of the day. We did not have enough time for the falls. The
tour had included several shopping stops that we could have done
without.
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Photo from bus ride in Jamaica

Where Dunn'’s River Falls empties into the sea Su Viing and Ocho Rios
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Babula?) on their heads and danced calypso through the dining room.
Great for atmosphere. Some guests danced along.

View from Sun iking towards Montego Bay

e L
Later there was pirate night. Some people had really dressed up
for that, others, like us, used the headgear, scarf and eye patch provided
by the ship. We participated in some of the games (only | did). | won a
set of coasters in a game of musical partners.

The ship set out to sea at 5pm, so quietly, we didn't even feel it.

Dinner was Caribbean food. We had Caribbean lobster, quite a lot
of meat, but not very juicy. The music was calypso, a live band, and for
desert the waiters had cakes drenched in rum or brandy (flaming
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From Jamaica we are sailing South East towards Curacao, the
Captain advised people to take a piII The bays of Jamaica look pretty.

L

ﬁ” /
has bisw%zﬁha* Jia_u_uuu_%\\%ﬁ
2 Full Flenged pirate , has heen truising
an plunaering j nn the Caribbean sea
on the ship un ﬁjhmg
On this way, NMov 1,53
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On this way, _N-—V'_.””
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1 Nov Tuesday At Sea
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DAILY CRUISECOMPASS £

M/S “SUN VIKING”
TUESDAY, NOV. 1, 1983

CAPTAIN PER MOEN - MASTER
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Daily "Compass" that lists the days activities. All pages are included at
the end of this album.

Diary
All day on ship, our 25th wedding anniversary. | am not (yet)

seasick. Breakfast at 8:30, then reading, writing on deck. The pool is
empty. A visit to the Bridge. Everything runs on auto pilot.

Album 1983 RC Cruise 220429 Compendium

Whose legs?
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We get dressed formal for dinner. A band and a group of waiters
and the maitre de came to the table and sang "Happy Anniversary”. That
had decorated a cake with 3 candles and Happy 25th Anniversary on it.

We shared the cake with the other people at the table. Best Wishes for
Later that evening we watched a floor show in the Merry Widow a Very Happy Hnniversary
Lounge, danced, and then we rested on deck chairs on the top deck AlLsaid the

gazing into the stars.

"= SUN VIKING

7 o B
cruise DiRegfok . —

e [~
Yoyg  HERDN WAITER Ve

R

25th Wedding Anniversary

Our table partner for the cruise
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o 2 Nov Wednesday Willemstad Curacao

Curacao - what a pleasant surprise. Before breakfast the ship
entered the island via a natural waterway, one could almost touch the
bright colored Brick-and-Stucco houses. A spectacular experience.

The first view (and smell) is of smoking refineries and enormous
oil storage tanks. | had expected coconuts, orange groves, a lush tropical
island, instead we found an arid, very Dutch, very clean and scrubbed
place, elegantly dressed people, mostly black, but also whites and all

shades in between.
I can't believe how much the atmosphere resembles a Dutch town,

: S well it actually is. People on Curacao are Dutch citizens. The beautiful
: facades of the buildings can only be shown, not described.

Waiters on "Italian Night™ sing "Happy 25th Anniversary" for us

Port City: Willemstad

Population: 157,000

Language: Dutch, Spanish, English and
Papiamento (basically a blend of the other
languages)

Climate: Daytime temperatures average
8IF. A light raincoat may be useful in No-
vember and December.

Currency: Netherlands Antilles guilder or
florin (about 2.6 equal $1.00 U.S.)

If you were to arrive in Willemstad via
H.G. Wells' time machine, your first im-
pression would be that the unpredictable
device had landed you in 17th-century
Amsterdam. As you'll see, Willemstad
appears the quintessential Old World Dutch
city, complete with gable-roofed build-
ings neatly painted in gay, pastel colors.
Street musicians and ice cream vendors
strolling along the city’s outdoor malls add
to its charm, as do its cobblestone roads
and friendly, out-going people. (Among the
first words you'll probably hear are bon
bini, which means welcome in Papiamento.)

Curacaons are extremely proud of Wil-
lemstad’s “Hans Christian Andersen story
book” appearance. So proud, they're in the
midst of an extensive on-going program de-
signed to maintain and restore the tradi-
tional ambience of various places of histor-
ical interest and the fresh-scrubbed
peacefulness that's been a trademark of
Curacao’s ever since Peter Stuyvesant, the
Dutchman who negotiated the purchase of
Manhattan for about $24. in trinkets, was
the island’s first governor.

One especially interesting historical at-
traction that's been well-maintained is the
Mikve Israel Synagogue, the oldest Jewish
house of worship in the western hemi-
sphere. Built in 1732, the Temple's floor is
covered with fine white sand to remind
worshippers of the desert where the child-
ren of Israel camped—and because it muf-
fles the sound of footsteps on the hollow
wooden plank floor. Other places of inter-
est in Willemstad include the city's float-
ing market, where sailboats laden with
fresh fruits and vegetables from nearby
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Curagao, the principal island
of the Netherlands Antilles, was
discovered by Alonso de Ojeda
in September 1499, He was on
an exploratory voyage under
the aegis of Amerigo Matteo
Vespucci after whom America
isnamed.

Theisland was occupied by
peaceful Indians, and its name
is undoubtedly of Indian origin.
In old manuscripts, it appears
as “Karasao,” “Quiracao.”’
“Corossal” and “Curasao!’ Yet
it bears a strange similarity to
the Portuguese word for “heart™:
coragao.

The Spanish didn't attempt
to settle the island until 1527
whenJuan de Ampiies took
overin the name of the King of

Spain.

Curacao’s Spanish occupation
lasted till the middle of the 17th
Century when they were harried
by the Dutch into abandoning
itin 1634. The Spanish popula-
tion went scurrying off to the
mainland of South America.
And the Dutch were leftits sole
occupants except for 75 Amer-
Indians.

Curagao’s first governor came
from an island well known in
American history. His name?
Peter Stuyvesant—the first
governor of Manhattan. And
accordingto legend-hislegis
buried here in the cemetery at
Monte Verde.

The relative peace of the 18th
Century was broken by slave
uprisingsin 1750 and 1795
which were quickly crushed.
(Slavery, however, wasn't abol-
ished until 1863, almost at the
same time that Lincoln was
promulgating the Emancipation
Proclamation.)

From 1807 to 1816, at the
time of the Napoleonic Wars,
Curagao was occupied in co-
existence with the English. It

was restored to Dutch sover-
eignty, however, in 1816 and
remained so till 1954. Since
then, by virtue of a new charter,
Curacao became an integral
part of the Kingdom of the Neth-
erlands. The sovereign of the
Kingdom s head of state, Cen-
tral executive powers are vested
in the Crown and legislative
powersin the Crown and Par-
liamentin the Hague.

page 26

la pull up to conduct

gﬁ:ﬁf&i a':ld Fort Amsteriigtr}r‘l:
the center of a complex of Lo
century buildings that now S:n Y
as the Curacaon seat of gml;e
ment and which includes the
Governor’s Palace.
QUEENS EMMA AND JULIANA

Although Cura-
caons have i
successful in I}_leltl; .
rogram to main
an?ig::eslore Willem-
stad’s architectural
and cultural ties with
its past, the city is far
from staid. In fact, it's a

lively, fairly wngle;n- >
community. LLEM,
poml?;med after L -
William II, King of

lland during the early years of

gzmh selllemgenl. Willemstad is ‘
the capital of both Curacao and o
the entire Netherlands Antilles.
As the ship enters the harbor you
should make a point of being on_
deck, for it’s from here that you'll
enjoy what many consider to
the most interesting view of the
city. You sail ri§ht through the
narrow channel which separates
the two districts of the city,
Punda and Otrabanda. Punda is
on the right, with the massive
Curacao%’laza Hotel guarding the
harbor entrance. Next you'll see
the famous Penha building, built
in 1708, which stands at the head
of the city’s two main shopping
streets, Breedestraat and
Heerenstraat. d

Spanning the channel you'll
see two very different yet equally
remarkable bridges. One, called
the Queen Emma, is a floating
pontoon bridge built in 1888 and
modernized in 1939, Situated at
the entrance to the harbor, the
Queen Emma will swivel open to
the Otrabanda side twenty to
thirty times a day to admit about
6,500 ships a year, including yours.

The other bridge, called the
Queen Juliana, is one of the high-
est in the world and was dedi-
cated in 1974. Built so the Queen
Emma could remain open for
longer periods, the majestic, 195-
foot high Queen Juliana dominates
the skyhpe of Willemstad, the
world’s fifth busiest harbor and

an intersection of international
trade.




oil" has left its mark
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curagao thumbnail sketch

Getting to Curagao: From New
York on American Airlines. From
Miami daily on ALM (Antiliean
Airlines)
From Puerto R
a week. ALM also has jet flights
from other destinations in the
Ciobam)iaad South, Amecican
ith Viass from Venezuela 4
flights a waek: KLM nas rogula
flights from South American des-
tinations. Only ALM provides in-
ter island flights between Curacao,
Aruba, Bonaire and St. Maarten.
Please contact your travel agent or
one of the airlines mentioned for
further information. They can also
inform you about specisl group
fares.

By Ship: From New York and many
other U.S. ports on year round and

Curacao-Venezuela (our South
American _neighbour). Capacity
1200 passengers, 150 cars.

Entry Requirements: Transits (in-

cluding Srismn, proof
of ety for 24 hou (or ks
stay on the island. Ymnury H-IV
U.S. and Canadian citi
e Sy They o el
proof of citizenship~ either a birth
certificate, affidavit of birth; natur-
alization certificate or an Alien
Registration Card. Requirements
St Easr moclfed 10 /s
voter’s registration card as proof of
citizenship. All visitors must have
a through or return ticket to desti-
nation outside the Netherlands An-
tilles.

Curagao Climate & Clothes: Any
time is a good time to visit Curacao,
The weather is never cold (tl

fowest annual temperature is

283 CH

about 767 and the sun shines every
day. Trade winds str the air, bring-
ing fresh breezes from the sea
Nights are cool.

For women: casual cottons, light
weight synthetics; swim wear

beach coordinates; scarves
for protection of hairstyles; cock-
tail dresses and hostess gowns; a
wool sweater o stole for the eve-
ning; sandals or comfortable shoes
for walking. Shorts can be worn an
the streets of Willemstad.

For men: casual type sportsclothes;
shorts and swim suits for beach and
poolside wear. It is customary for
men 1o wear ties at business ap-
pointments and after 6 p.m. Al-
though this custom has relaxed in
recent years.

Its History: Curacao is a cosmopo-
litan island with a

a cosmopolitan

paniards sef
here in the early 1500s. In T4
the Dutch captured the istand and
founded a Dutch settlement. Peter
Stuyvesant became its governor in
1642 and in 1646, Goveror of
New Netherlands of which New
Amsterdam (now New York City)
was then the capital. From 1666

into early_19th century, the Eng-
lish and French alternately tried
10 take Curacao. In 1800 Curacao
came under a British Protectorate.
[tratumed the Dutch,

in 1802; captured by the Britishin in
1807, and inaly regai

Dutch by the Treaty of Paris b
1815, Curacao enjoys a wellearned
Teoutaion {o ceiius = and ncsl
tolerance.

i
3

their own houses of worship. More-
over, Curacio on two
gave_asylum to Simon Bolivar,
the South American Liberator du-
ting the South American Wars of
Independence. Today some 40 to
50 nationalities comprise Cura-
‘population of

A (now one of the largest in
;mm.nlwd in msw-

brewery whi

e bowr.» and it Goes 5o from is-
tilled seawater; two s0ap factories,
a battery manufacturer, paper pro-
ducts manufacturer, the largest

cao’s
150,072, Sixteen percent of it po-
pulation was born outside the Ne-
therlands Antilles. In 1954 the
Netherlands Antilles
government, and have since cele-
brated December 16 as Autonomy
Day. They fly their own flag.

The Economy: In its early history,

the island’s prosperity depended

largely on its purtcioation n the

slave trade. With the abolition

slavery by King William 11 of the

Netherlands in 1863, Curacao lost
weh of if i

phere, ugmm factori paint
factory and a few other minor com-
panies producing articles for local
consumption. Quite limited at the
moment growing gradually.
Tourism is now the number two.
industry of the island.

Government: Curacao is the largest
and most populous of the Nether-
lands Antilles, a qloup of 6 Dutch
islands — Arul

tius. The Netherlands Antilles is an

The of an ol refine-

autonomous part of the Kingdom
of the hs form of Id~

isa
mocracy. A governor, appointed
by the Queen of the Netherlands,
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Views from the ship when entering Curacao, Willemstad




Album 1983 RC Cruise 220429 Compendium
More views from ship coming into Curacao (Willemstad)
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We took a bus tour to the highest mountain (once a phosphate
mine), and to an old mansion, furnished with massive mahogany

Flowering bushes and trees all over, but only where they are
watered. It only rains between Oct and Jan. Goats are running all over
and east the island barren. Most of them are owned by somebody.

We ate Chinese, more by mistake (we didn

enough), it was very good, then we sat around

Ship entering the harbor on a natural waterway
Between 5 and 6 in the evening they go to their home to get watered.

They are the reason for fences around the front yards

furniture, verandahs with low roofs, wooden shutters for the windows,
feed on all ornamentals.

not all of them with glass panes. Many of the ordinary homes had no

glass at all.
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bought some Curacao

liqueur, no beggars, no poverty, a nice place to live, | guess.
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Willemstad w

Orange Liqueur

Floating Market
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I B ol - §tadtbummelin Curacao (stroll in the or through town)

known product of the Netherlands Antilles is Curagao Liqueur,
es its origins to the mistaken belief by the Spanish back in the
century that Curagao’s climate and soil would provide growing
;«?:d'mllar to the provence of Valencia. Over the centuries the
lencia orange trees planted in Curacao by the Spaniards deterior-
they produced only an inedible bitter fruit. ) :
not until the beginning of the 18th century that the discovery
e that the sundried peel of the fruit contained a delicious aromatic
nature of the orange had changed to such an extent that it was
vn botanical name: citrus aurentium curassuviensis— the golden
ragao. Locally it’s known as the Laraha. g ik
s are grown in the sheltered valleys of eastern Curaao and
once or twice a year, depending on the rainfall and other climatic
peel of the unripened orange is cut into four and ddg;
#ly constructed terraces. Spices and herbs are then
avor. -
& Co., a privately owned company, using t e re
its “genuine Curagao Liqueur” in the “Che
rts of Willemstad. The company now m
hite and a new, stylish blue. And,
now being marketed is aptly
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Curacao Tading Co

Boat with Curacao flag
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An artist lives here on a plantation

Leaving Curacao

3 Nov Thursday LaGuaira, (Caracas) Venezuela

Venezuela, another surprise. A country which became rich with
oil. But didn't make every citizen live in luxury. The first view of the
harbor is of huts and shacks in bright colors crowding the hillsides, high,
dense mountains in the background, quite picturesque.

View from -
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In port and ready to explore.

We took a bus tour to Caracas, the capital. Mountain roads, a few
tunnels built under the military dictatorship some years ago. Houses -
houses - houses- all the way from tiny shacks to skyscraping
condominiums. Most smaller buildings seem to be sliding off the
hillside. According to the guide, people move in from the interior, build
a "house™ anywhere on government land. No rent. They can move into
government apartments, but then they have to work 5 days a week. Who
needs that !?

Somewhere and for some reason there must be a lot of business
going on, international trade. The huge ?? Hotel where we had lunch
had conventions from many countries. We drove through some outskirts
in the mountains, truly beautiful residential areas, mainly apartments,
also, with a spectacular display of flowers and plants on the balconies.
There is a large Jewish quarter in town, probably very active in the local
gold trade. There we saw the most beautiful villas.

Venezuela did not introduce compulsory school attendance until 7
years ago. That means a lot of illiteracy. For elections people vote by
color of party - white, green, and red. Voting is compulsory, which
means the poorer class gets a lot of handouts to solicit their vote, since
there are so many of them. According to our guide, the oil crises and the
present form of democracy is killing off the middle class. It sure looks
like it.

i\ =

A tiny part of Caracas



View from the "better" hills on the ce of high ries
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Condominiums with plants and flowers in a wealthy
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Plaza Bolivar, favorite gatering place for discussions
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Garden of the former home of Srmon Bolrvar :
Part of Caracas at night
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At night during a variety show the guy (Baron ??) who played the ol @ (B 08
sound track for Dr Zhivago and Red played the cimbalom. World class,
the best on this old instrument (made in Budapest).

We never made it to the midnight buffet, nor to the early bird
breakfast on deck. Before going to bed we like to lie on deck and watch
the stars.

{ - ‘, 0o o8 1 'l’ \ »
P X, L TN
MR N
/ t 2 l“ \ 2 Mo =

MIDNIGHT BUFFET:
Royal Caribbean’s midnight
buffets are cruise-world-famous...

B oy by oyl B and justly so! There’s one every
B o e MR e night; and a special Gala Midnight
e B i o o o i e s Buffet the last Thursday of each
s e © I o s s cruise...the spread is so spectacu-
B lar you'll probably want to come

- Join in the hand-clapping excitement which is guaranteed to

gt a few minutes early just to take
pictures.
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5 Nov Saturday Bridgetown, Barbados

Album 1983 RC Cruise 220429 Compendium

4 Nov Friday At Sea All day

Landed in Barbados early in the morning. Again the Captain
guided the ship personally. The normal route would have been to pass

Grenada 5 miles to the South,

Full day at sea. Sunshine, wavy enough to close the pool. We are

headed towards troubled Grenada which, | hope, we'll pass by on the

way to Barbados.

but due to circumstances we had to pass it

North, 3 miles north of it, so we only saw the island as a shadow.

Captain's Gala Dinner at night. Some men in Tux, some Ladies in

fancy long dresses. Most at least in cocktail dresses
Captain had dinner at one of the guest tables

We walked into Bridgetown, very congested, full of shops waiting
for us. It has a British air about it, officers with little swagger stick like

those in the British Army, prices for taxis published on bill boards, left

hand traffic.

but not all. The
which made that normally

noisy group very quiet. Champagne "compliments of the Captain™ was

served, but otherwise

it was a normal dinner. | had shrimp in sherry and

SAUYD LIATUD YOLVIN AAHLO TTV ANV SSTUIXA NVORIINY goV(’
*Anoque umo1adprg ay ¢ :cn.__< “uj swepy Aspuei
fsBunisey ¢ UMOISIYSIadS [UMOIajOK ‘Z | TON 152D 195UNS 18 mu._ucu._l
“X8d 1Z129 :INOH4313.1 "L33H1S avousd
3HOLS INIWLHYJIa ONIAV3IT ,SOavaHvE

i

wine, but it tasted like an ordinary TV dinner. Went to bed early.

4 TIVL3¥ NVOINIWY
HLYON 4TVH 18 “212 Jonbi| ‘sawnyiad ‘[e1sAid ‘euiyd)

QY3IH4IHS 3AVI LV ONIddOHS 3344 ALNA (S
“(.33s 01 18YM,,

103 dew siy1 994D) O 1UIN & wouy Buteesiybis (p
(asnw e uiydjog 4o yst BuiAl4) pooy ueleg poob awos (g
(iAyieay A1ap) Buipeq eas jo s10] (2

(110 ue1 uns JnoA JaqUIBW3Y) UNS JO JUNOWE Bjelgpow @ (|

iADpIjoy uniponing
ajquiolua un 1o}
njnwoj pajsabbns y

SOANgwd OL
2dIND % dY

The internal pages have been included at end of this album

Juawfiojdwa jo a31nos
ufew 3y} pue AWOU032 13y 10§
siseq ay3 yjoq sepiaoid i pue
‘sponpozxd-Aq sy pue 1ebns sy
>=m=v:_ Jedpuud s puesiay |
Ajquiassy
JO2SNOH © pue ajeuag e
‘isalepy 12 Buisidwod juaw
-w12A0B Arejuawerjie e 10}
sapinoid uonnysuod juasaid
121 '996] ‘0€ 12qUIBNON] U0
Y[R2MUOWIWIOD) YSLIE 2 JO
I1aquiaLu e pue 2}e)s ubla1an0s
©21eaq 2YS "S2UMU3D YIGT
pue yigy 2y} ybnoiy sadsoxd
0] panuguod sopeqieg-spuelsi
2y jo uoissassod 10} s1amod
ueadoing ay} uzamjaq s1emiud)
-JluLIRIuL 2y} JO S92)§2 2y} pue
—08LI pue G/91 jo sauedpuny
snoxsesip a4} Woxy apisy
'0002 filreau jo uoyendod
epey ‘gzg] JO pua ay} Aq pue
Ajpide1 papuedxa juawajyas
2y Jouran0B se uea(] weif[iy
ureider) pajuiodde pue (sawep
1S ‘UMOJB[OH MOU) UMOJSaWIRP
3[Inq ‘1104 uonRuR|] pajdaId
fay] 7Z91 uipuejsiay) uo
S12[l§as ()g 2WI0S papue| oym
furep] 1ayj01q 1sabunof siy Aq
uaye; Jaje| 2befion e 10j jsAfejed
ayy sem duy s [jamog ureider)

sopeqeg;

«/PUeISt SIy} jopue 3 jo y
Sauiep, 221 figIeau e ut panied
UaY} ‘sso1d © pajdald ‘pZgl Ut
Ayred e papue| aaey 0} pres sem
[12moq uyop ‘ureydes ysuug
Jayjoue g 1oud 1eafi e aiayy
SeM 3y SWIe[ ‘UOPIOY YIS
‘upeyded ysyug fayjoue ing
‘GZ9T Ul 212y} uaaq aney o} pres
sem wossojg aayj diys pood
suide) ureide?) ‘Jxau sopeqieq
UO papue| woymojseand

-SIP 2WOS 2q O} SWads a1y |
“aouepunqejeaib ui 212y
Buimoib uay) azem jey) saazy
Bij ay3 1a3je puelsi 2y} paweu
Pue papue| ‘gGT Ut ‘oym

1eU}19R) 2U) St SOpRQIRE INOqR
SBUlL} [eNSNUN SO 2L JO 2UQ

umojabpug

ﬂuu"t (Q [ ,0 '/'.S'k'



Album 1983 RC Cruise 220429 Compendium

Sailing around troubled Grenada at a distance of 30 miles (Grenada is a
shadow on the horizon)
Caslg , w G "341:“

Hiring a taxi driver
Helga invading Barbados
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We hired a taxi to take us around on the island, first to Sam Lord's
Castle, now a Marriott Hotel with the main building like the original
Manor. Beautiful grounds, fantastic beach in the bay.

Up and down we went through the island, the sugar cane fields,
tiny villages with tiny houses. Some massive churches built with the
native coral stone, most with breath taking views. Every place looks so
clean because garbage pickup is daily and sanitary inspectors come
around. 1 heard this is the most densely populated country in the world.
It doesn't seem like it, but it has big Bridgetown and no vast empty land
to influence the average per square foot.

What pleased us very much was the talk of the people and the
articles in the newspapers praising the US (Reagan) for the invasion of
Grenada, i.e., for helping the Caribbean islands when they couldn't help
themselves against the aggressiveness of Cuba. They were very
disappointed in England's Mrs Thatcher who failed to help them
although they are all members of the Commonwealth.

SAM LORD’'S CASTILE

VISITOR
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR
ENTRANCE FEE WHICH WE wiLL CON-

SIDER AS A CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE
MAINTENANCE OF THE CASTLE GROUNDS.

$3.00 BDS. $3.00 BDS.
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Marriotts
SAM LORDS CASTLE
Barbados

Som Lord's Castle and the story of Ifs
disreputable owner Sam Lord are well
known o visltors fo Barbados os well os
local residents.

sam Lord’s Castle was built in 1820 by Sam Lord, an alleged Pirate, who plundered shi
:_ar:xternson the coconut trees for the purpose of directing the Shios ot :.:l known :hs'm bl I
(B"e;ew:m misled the captains, who thought they were the lights of ships in Carlisle Harbour

The Castle itself is standing on approximately 72 acres of land with 10 original room: ilable

resident guests aumarymgfmMofmcweuefss;u.mmmwn::;nm&

nwammxw,nssnmmdmhﬁhmhw(&anolmislamihdumewamfcmdoﬂma
com ion. have 11 if

¥ Cowu.?vrmwlﬁnmtmhmnliwu\dnmmmnmlwﬂ Theme Parties,
Slot Machine, Goat Races, Beach and Pool Games of every description and much. much more. providing
ground-floor rooms. The staircase is a focal point in the design of the Castle and graced by a domed
overlooking the South Beach, Poolside Garden Restaurant and the Wanderer. Light Snacks and Beverages
are also served at the Oceanus and Sam's Place. For Cocktails the Main Brace Lounge or Lucy’s Bar. All
these facilities and others would truly make Sam Lord content today.

About the Castle

The building was started in 1820,completed in 1833 and cost between £20), and
entirely by slave labour, probably by slaves from his own canefields. It is u‘.’ﬁ? in m‘c-f ﬂh".,"m
walls with crenellated battlements. There were open verandahs all round the building and originally these
iere resched by biue and white marbe steps. The Castle was built without any bathrooms, but
il ra) N v
wmuwmi&nm‘,m Y 1o the beach. It looked rather as an afterthought, but apparently Sam Lord
that

The four comers of the Castle stand on the four points of the compass. During the hurricane of
led to much destruction and devastation throughout the i gttt
Jed 1o mich detrctor roughout the island, the roof was off, but the walls

Much of the cost of the building went towards the interior decorating. An Englishman, Charles Rutter
two ltalian assistants were employed to decorate the ceilings of the gﬂ“‘e’ Rutter had designed '6:
ceilings in Windsor Castle and one of the ceilings in Sam Lord's Castle is a copy of one at Windser Cast

The I:;w m:l'as:evwwk ceilings are :_aomplanmlgd the late ian woodwork decoration in 'hee
roundsfloor rooms The staircas is  focal point in the desig o the Castle and graced by a domed

As much legend surrounds Sam Lord’s plans and achievements as i

underhand dealings were attributed t0 hin although none could be areved. oy e o
coral reef were not his doing as he was absent at the times of the incidents, but his greed and ambition
along with the cost and expense of his Castle do not entirely absolve him. Similarly his motives. snd
a?lons in acquiring the sole ownership of the estate are somewhat suspect. His private life, too, was full
of innuendoes although again nothing is really known. The character of Sam Lord and his life is
intriguing, probably more so for the lack of evidence to support the legends.
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Barbados, view of the sea from almost ever;}\(vhere.
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Port City: Bridgetown A

Population: about 252,000 in Barbados
Language: English, with a Barbadian dia-
lect also spoken }
Climate: From December to June the island
enjoys the northeast trade winds and
temperatures are in the mid to upper 70's.
During the rest of the year, the trade
winds diminish and the temperature is
usually in the mid 80's

Currency: the Barbados Dollar ($BD), often
referred to as the Bajan Dollar. $1.00 BD
roughly equals $.50 U.S.

“George Washington Slept Here."”

That’s a pretty corny idea for a histor-
ical site...but, when it is true and the OS&)Ot
where Washington laid his head is 2,
miles from the United States, thereby
hangs a tale. ' i o

Long thought of as simply an idyllic

tropical paradise the newly independent
nation of Barbados is taking pains to point
out that its visitors can not only loll in the
sun-soaked beaches, but will find unusual
historical interest in the country as well.

Acase in point: George Washington. Be-
fore he set about his work of being Father
of the U.S.A., the then-Major George
Washington accompanied his half brother,
Lawrence, to Barbados in 1751. Washington
stayed nearly six weeks in Barbados and
wrote what was probably the first tourist
folder about the island.

Today, visitors to Barbados can stop
at George Washington's House on Bay
Street, in the island-nation’s capital of
Bridgetown.

While you cannot rest your head where
Washington laid his (it's a private home),
you can stay at one of the most historic
and intriguing hostelries in the Carib-
bean—Sam Lord’s Castle.

First built in the late 18th century,
plantation-owner builder Sam Lord hit
upon and ingenious device for furnishing
the 28-room castle.

He hung ship lanterns on trees and
also placed some around the necks of cattle.
Unwary ship captains would spot the lights
and head toward them thinking it was port.

]

LOCAL

HANDICRAFTS

This ls a speciality of Cave Shepherd. Choose from
the wide seleguon including:— straw bags, straw mats
turtle shell jewellery, black coral jewellery, white’,
;m grrangemeé:ts, shelldwics;;ll(i,miniature steel drums,
’ 0 vases, decorated sisal bags, wooden figurines,
har_nd paintings and water colour sketches.

In reality, they were on their
way to decorating another room
in Sam's castle. As the ships
closed on the shore, sub
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and death in the Battle of Trafal-

gar in 1805. Also in the square is

alountam.f\repted in 186 lg'omn-
e

rocks would rip into the hull,
foundering them. Sam'’s hired
men would rush aboard and
pillage the ship, and objects of art
and other furnishings from those
shipwrecking days can still

be found in the Castle.

MOUNTED POLICE

AND FIYING FISH

As testimony to Great
Britain's rule, a visit to
Barbados often creates the
impression that this is a
Emaller. warm-weather

ind.

A statue of Lord Nelson
dominates Trafalgar Square. The
Harbor Police still wear 18th
century naval middy blouses,
bell-bottomed trousers, and
boaters—and are a picturesque
sight as they row their long Loals
in Bridgetown's harbor.

in Barl , while a gcusc 5
quick stepping Royal Police Band
is famous throughout the
Caribbean and North America for
its t_ﬁ‘lapping h‘:i(;\‘fcd &

e precise, ified charac-
ter of the British is found in the
Barbadian but it has been
tempered with a native warmth
and friendliness toward strangers
that is not usually considered

the English character.

__ The names throughout the
island are typically English—
Christ Church and St. George,
for example—but the food is not.

While classic English dishes
are available, they are supple-
mented by a native cuisine that
abounds 1n palate-pleasing deli-
cacies such as flying fish and
::m. kingfish, suckling pig,

gcpper pot.

ut, after all is said,

Barbados is still, essentially, an
idyllic tropical paradise.

THE TOWN OF BRIDGETOWN
. One of the nicest ways to see
Bridgetown is to stroll through it.
tart in Traf: uare
where you will the monu-
ment 1 Lord Nelson, built in 1815
to commemorate Nelson's victory

t
piped water to Bridgetown.

Nearby is St. M?c.hael's
Cathedral completed in 1831 on
the'hsil’le of a seventeenth century
ilding.

Ad{')aunt to the Square are
the Public Buildings, completed
in 1874 after a fire in
destroyed many houses and
stores on the site. The East

wing contains the House

which means to tilt over a ship so
that her hull can be cleaned.

= Today li1‘ is a favorite spot for
photographers who capture
motor boats and inlcr?ls(land
schooners unloadi

reenage and turn right into
Broad Street, Bridgetown’s main
street, and center for shopping
and commerce. It's a narrow
street, bustling with life and taxi
drivers incessantly asking you if
you need a cab.

of Bridgetown to the south, past
the Bai Museum, and the
village of Oistins, you will come
to Sam Lord’s Castle.

To the north of Bridgetown
are the fabulous beaches along
the St. James coast.

In this part of the island are
many examples of plantation
houses, old mansions and stately
homes. Steeped in history and
Iamdmw:ihafd houses lwill!l'lheir

e gardens, palm-fringed
walks and avenues, Knn part of
the nation's heril They are

‘A COLORFUL PAST
Unlike many of the Carib-
bean islands, Barbados was not
discovered by Christopher Colum-
bus. Its recorded history started

_ rather later, 1625, to be precise.
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the first group of colonists, 80 in
number, and settled at James-
town, now called Holetown.

By 1628 Barbados was a
thriving colony with a mixed
population of Europeans and
slaves from Africa. They traded
in tobacco, cotton and sugar cane,
which was introduced in 1640,

E During the long v{ari lfm'

uropean supremacy in the
Caribbean, Barbados was a
heavily defended fortress con-
taining as many as 26 forts
running along 21 miles of
sheltered coast. The remains of
British military power can still be
seen today—in Queens Park
which until early this century
was the headquarters of the
General commanding the South
Caribbean Forces; in the
Savannah Club which was the
Guard Room; the Museum,
which was a military prison; and
the red brick buildings along the
Savannah and stretching into the
Hastings Hotel district, which
were messes and officers

quarters.

Politically and constitution-
ally, Barbados made sure but
slow pre along the road to
independence from the beginning
of the 20th Century. First came
the establishment of an
Executive Committee to advise
the Governor and a two part
system of ntation in the
legislature; then, in succession,
women's suffrage, universal
adult suffrage, the setting up of a
cabinet system of government,
full internal self-government and
finally in 1966, complete in-
dependence within the British
Commonwealth.

SHOPPING GUIDE
Barbados has as fine a range
of quality merchandise at duty-
free prices as any island in the
Caribbean and it is here that
some of the most elegant stores
can be found. Bridgetown’s main
sshoppmg centre is the Broad

noon Saturdays.
Items available include china
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Ordinary home with fantastic view
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i
Y, M

“Sandy Beach Hote" beach, ~$800 per night Royal Caribbean Sun Viking sailing away.

Air Force one and whole fleet of US Army cargo planes were on
the airport.

Flight to BWIA (Barbados) to Miami at night, then the Marriott
Hotel.

End of Cruise

Leaving Barbados, Nov5, 1983
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Ships Passenger List pamphlet
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Pamphlet explaining each port for Royal Caribbean in the Eastern Caribbean. Only pages visited on this trip are included

Viking

il Caribbean's GuideTo

Ports Of Call & ShoreTours

ROYAL{E CARIBBEAN

Songof Norway, Song of America, Nordic Prince, Sun
July 1983

E

ey ey
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Helga's diary of travel from 28 October to 6 November 1983

Cruise 290ctober-5November 1983

Oct28, Friday
Left for Houston in the evening, spent the night at Marriott Brookhollow (1610, North of 110 at Jester
Exit). $32.00 military rate, a patriotic touch? Houston is nothing but highways with poor signs.

Oct29, Saturday

Parked car in City Satellite Prkg lot, (slot B-2), $2.00/day with bus to terminal, good arrangement. Pan
Am to Miami, tour bus to the "Sun Viking", our cruise boat. We are glad it's sailing under the Norwegian flag,
since the US invaded Grenada less than a week ago, and the Cubans and the Russians are very upset, and the
Caribbean is battle ground, at least on Grenada (we are headed for Barbados, the next door island).

Dinner, "Main seating", the first regular meal. Trained stewards of different nationalities. First thing he
does is he puts the linen napkin on your lap. One can choose from a menu, an excellent selection. | had
marinated herring to start out with, then lamb for entree. | eat items I don't get every day at home. One has the
same table partners all through the cruise. There is John and Carolyn from Harford CT, he is with Adler
Typewriters; then there is Ed, a black veterinarian from Beverly Hill CA and his wife Wendy, I think a
physician who looks much too young for that; and there is Jack from West Palm Beach, and his wife ??. They
smoke half a pack of cigarettes during a meal.

In the evening most passengers were rather tired, but some danced in different lounges for hours on end.
Hans and | went on deck for a while. The wind was literally breathtaking.

Although the ship has stabilizers, | had to take a Dramamine to settle my stomach which acted up and
interfered with love making. What a stable ride compared to the old Italia and the Queen Mary.

Oct30, Sunday

It started well enough, Breakfast at 7:30, and then a few hours on deck enjoying the breeze and the sun.
Talked to members of a German group who will go skiing in Ischgl, Hotel Post. A small world. In contrast to
the official comments of the German government, they applauded the invasion of Grenada by the US. "Endlich
14pt sich Amerika nicht mehr alles gefallen."

Then | became seasick, just made it to the cabin, now called stateroom. Ever since Hans is enjoying
himself immensely, dropping in once in a while to show his beaming face. 1 am glad for him. He even dressed
up cheerfully in his new navy blue suit for the Captain's Cocktail Party. And to think about the hard time I had
to get him to a store to buy that suit. He looks good in it, no kidding, just like a captain.

I have now recovered enough to sit up and write, it is late evening. Hans got a pill that he stuck behind
my ear eight hours ago. Maybe it is finally oozing through the skin and calming my stomach. | ordered a
marinated herring. The first two bites stayed in.

All day long we cruised along the northern coast of Cuba. A cold front makes the ship roll and roll and
roll.

31 Oct, Monday

Docked at Ocho Rios, Jamaica, Montego Bay. The Captain did the maneuvering personally from an
extended platform on the side of the ship.

We had signed up for a bus tour to the Brimmerhall Plantation. Drive through narrow, winding road full
of potholes.

The population looks all black, really black. We didn't see a single pale face except for tourists. Most
were poorly dressed, just sitting or walking around or peddling little things for sale.

Lush climate, rain, sunshine, another shower for a few seconds, middle 80's. Pleasant. Things grown and
bloom wherever you let it. Many people walk around with long machetes, | guess their way back home to the
village might be overgrown after they spent a day in town. There were some villas and fancy hotels (Noel
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Coward's home on top of a hill overlooking Montego Bay), but generally even along the waterfront there were
mostly shacks and run down little houses. The Playboy Club was absolutely deserted and falling to pieces.

The Plantation great house is a beautiful home over 200 years old, now with electricity. A large veranda
with a roof pulling down deep so you can see out over the hills and valleys when you sit in the huge easy chairs.
Large rooms, polished wooden floors, high ceilings and windows in all directions for a breeze. No fire place, of
course. It never get below 60F. Stables, barns and smaller houses nearby for the running of the plantation, now
also a swimming pool Brimmer Hall used to be owned by an Englishman but belongs now to a Jamaican.

We were served a buffet style lunch with strange dishes including goat curry and ackee, which is made of
the inside of a fruit and looks like scrambled eggs.

One grows mainly Bananas and coconuts, also pineapple, all spice and coffee, but coffee more in the high
regions on Blue Mountain.

DuPont did research recently on how to increase the use of the banana plant and discovered that the stems
produce material ideal for fiber which can be turned into wigs, clothes and above all for pantyhose.

All workers on the plantation earn 8 Jamaican dollars per day. They provide their own housing and
transportation ($1=2.50 JD). Medical care is socialized. Out guide told us that he could get a better paid job in
Kingston, but for that he needed a recommendation from his present employer, and landowners don't give
recommendation to workers they want to keep.

| haven't seen anybody perform any work, all the workers were just sitting around in the landscape
although you could see where work needed to be done. Maybe you need ten people to do the job that one
person does in the US, and it is better to pay 10 persons 8 Dollars than to pay 1 person 80 Dollars. | guess since
the British left the management of things has left with them, maybe if there was more incentive for people to
see, they might work a little more. It's that vicious circle, an ideal breeding ground for socialist agitators who
make big promises. It seems that most of the lush Caribbean Islands are easy prey unless the pro-western
people band together like they did about Granada.

Last stop of the tour was to the Water Falls, empting into the sea. Very pretty with vegetation in
abundance keeping the sun out for most of the day. We did not have enough time for the falls. The tour had
included several shopping stops that we could have done without.

The ship set out to sea at 5pm, so quietly, we didn't even feel it.

Dinner was Caribbean food. We had Caribbean lobster, quite a lot of meat, but not very juicy. The music
was calypso, a live band, and for desert the waiters had cakes drenched in rum or brandy (flaming Babula?) on
their heads and danced calypso through the dining room. Great for atmosphere. Some guests danced along.

Later there was pirate night. Some people had really dressed up for that, others, like us, used the
headgear, scarf and eye patch provided by the ship. We participated in some of the games (only I did). 1 won a
set of coasters in a game of musical partners.

From Jamaica we are sailing South East towards Curacao, the Captain advised people to take a pill. The
bays of Jamaica look pretty.

1 Nov Tuesday

All day on ship, our 25th wedding anniversary. | am not (yet) seasick. Breakfast at 8:30, then reading,
writing on deck. The pool is empty. A visit to the Bridge. Everything runs on auto pilot.

We get dressed formal for dinner. A band and a group of waiters and the maitre de came to the table and
sang "Happy Anniversary". That had decorated a cake with 3 candles and Happy 25th Anniversary on it. We
shared the cake with the other people at the table.

Later that evening we watched a floor show in the Merry Widow Lounge, danced, and then we rested on
deck chairs on the top deck gazing into the stars.

Wednesday 11-2-83
Curacao - what a pleasant surprise. Before breakfast the ship entered the island via a natural waterway,
one could almost touch the bright colored Brick-and-Stucco houses. A spectacular experience.
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The first view (and smell) is of smoking refineries and enormous oil storage tanks. | had expected
coconuts, orange groves, a lush tropical island, instead we found an arid, very Dutch, very clean and scrubbed
place, elegantly dressed people, mostly black, but also whites and all shades in between.

I can't believe how much the atmosphere resembles a Dutch town, well it actually is. People on Curacao
are Dutch citizens. The beautiful facades of the buildings can only be shown, not described.

We took a bus tour to the highest mountain (once a phosphate mine), and to an old mansion, furnished
with massive mahogany furniture, verandahs with low roofs, wooden shutters for the windows, not all of them
with glass panes. Many of the ordinary homes had no glass at all.

Flowering bushes and trees all over, but only where they are watered. It only rains between Oct and Jan.
Goats are running all over and east the island barren. Most of them are owned by somebody. Between 5 and 6
in the evening they go to their home to get watered. They are the reason for fences around the front yards, the
goats would feed on all ornamentals.

We ate Chinese, more by mistake (we didn't realize it early enough), it was very good, then we sat around,
bought some Curacao liqueur, no beggars, no poverty, a nice place to live, | guess.

Thursday

Venezuela, another surprise. A country which became rich with oil. But didn't make every citizen live in
luxury. The first view of the harbor is of huts and shacks in bright colors crowding the hillsides, high, dense
mountains in the background, quite picturesque.

We took a bus tour to Caracas, the capital. Mountain roads, a few tunnels built under the military
dictatorship some years ago. Houses - houses - houses- all the way from tiny shacks to skyscraping
condominiums. Most smaller buildings seem to be sliding off the hillside. According to the guide, people
move in from the interior, build a "house" anywhere on government land. No rent. They can move into
government apartments, but then they have to work 5 days a week. Who needs that 1?

Somewhere and for some reason there must be a lot of business going on, international trade. The huge
?? Hotel where we had lunch had conventions from many countries. We drove through some outskirts in the
mountains, truly beautiful residential areas, mainly apartments, also, with a spectacular display of flowers and
plants on the balconies. There is a large Jewish quarter in town, probably very active in the local gold trade.
There we saw the most beautiful villas.

Venezuela did not introduce compulsory school attendance until 7 years ago. That means a lot of
illiteracy. For elections people vote by color of party - white, green, and red. Voting is compulsory, which
means the poorer class gets a lot of handouts to solicit their vote, since there are so many of them. According to
our guide, the oil crises and the present form of democracy is killing off the middle class. It sure looks like it.

At night during a variety show the guy (Baron ??) who played the sound track for Dr Zhivago and Red
played the cimbalom. World class, the best on this old instrument (made in Budapest).

We never made it to the midnight buffet, nor to the early bird breakfast on deck. Before going to bed we
like to lie on deck and watch the stars.

Friday

Full day at sea. Sunshine, wavy enough to close the pool. We are headed towards troubled Grenada
which, I hope, we'll pass by on the way to Barbados.

Captain's Gala Dinner at night. Some men in Tux, some Ladies in fancy long dresses. Most at least in
cocktail dresses, but not all. The Captain had dinner at one of the guest tables, which made that normally noisy
group very quiet. Champagne "compliments of the Captain™ was served, but otherwise it was a normal dinner.
I had shrimp in sherry and wine, but it tasted like an ordinary TV dinner. Went to bed early.

Saturday

Landed in Barbados early in the morning. Again the Captain guided the ship personally. The normal
route would have been to pass Grenada 5 miles to the South, but due to circumstances we had to pass it North, 3
miles north of it, so we only saw the island as a shadow.
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We walked into Bridgetown, very congested, full of shops waiting for us. It has a British air about it,
officers with little swagger stick like those in the British Army, prices for taxis published on bill boards, left
hand traffic.

We hired a taxi to take us around on the island, first to Sam Lord's Castle, now a Marriott Hotel with the
main building like the original Manor. Beautiful grounds, fantastic beach in the bay.

Up and down we went through the island, the sugar cane fields, tiny villages with tiny houses. Some
massive churches built with the native coral stone, most with breath taking views. Every place looks so clean
because garbage pickup is daily and sanitary inspectors come around. | heard this is the most densely populated
country in the world. It doesn't seem like it, but it has big Bridgetown and no vast empty land to influence the
average per square foot.

What pleased us very much was the talk of the people and the articles in the newspapers praising the US
(Reagan) for the invasion of Grenada, i.e., for helping the Caribbean islands when they couldn't help themselves
against the aggressiveness of Cuba. They were very disappointed in England's Mrs Thatcher who failed to help
them although they are all members of the Commonwealth.

Air Force one and whole fleet of US Army cargo planes were on the airport.

Flight to BWIA (Barbados) to Miami at night, then the Marriott Hotel.

Sunday

Pan Am flight to Orlando then with a rented car to Paleskes in Lakeland. They have a beautiful house,
very spacious and simply furnished, all plain, modern stuff, but tasteful. Their children are fine too. A nice day
with nice people.

Night in the Marriott in Orlando (Convention Center)

Monday

Epcot Center. Today we did the "Future World" part. It isn't quite what we expected, a lot of fascinating
subjects just touched on the surface and mixed with singing plastic figures. | guess it is great for 12 year olds.
Too many people. It rained all afternoon. 1 am looking forward to the "World Showcase" tomorrow.

Tuesday, Nov 8, 83

Yesterday we dropped on the hotel beds (Marriott) at 5pm and slept until the next morning.

Today we visited Canada, England, France, etc. Canada and China had magnificent panorama films,
really beautiful. Germany had a Rothenberg - like facade for shops with unbelievably expensive merchandise
for sale, toys, sweets, wooden x-mas ornaments, Hummel's, china, the usual but very, very much overpriced and
snotty sales personnel. The restaurant is an Oktoberfest thing with Blaskapelle, Bier, etc. It is so unreal, it is
almost embarrassing, and to think that it's put up by German companies! We ate Japanese Tempura dishes.
America had a film touching highlights of American history, quite pleasant if you know it. For children it must
have been nonsense. The entrance hall is a big room with red carpet and paintings depicting historical scenes. 1
would have preferred more pictures of landscapes.

Again we skipped dinner and fell asleep early.

Wednesday Nov 9
Flight to Miami, then to Houston (30 minutes then 2 hours) Drive home.

Misc Entries in Diary

pg2:
Start cash $171 + 460 + 400 = 1031 bar (German for cash)
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Start T-Checks $1100 (Travelers Checks)
Total start of cruise had $2131 ready money available.

Pg5&6
Cruise Tour Plans
Stay with Ship Board Time, even in ports.

Ocho Rios, Jamaica

us$l = 2.5 Jamaican $

Bring small bills

Use beach on left near the Sheraton

Arrive at 9am, leave 5pm, be back on board by 4pm

Taxi about $20 per hour

Possibly:

climb the Dunns River Falls, water is waist deep, wear old shoes.
Swimming at Plantation

Load 9:45am for Brimmer Hall Tour

Curacao: Netherland Antilles

Floating Market

US$1=1.75 Dutch Guilder

One can get off bus in town after tour (12 minutes walk from ship)
From 12 noon to 2pm, shops are closed

Special shop: "New Amsterdam” for Linen, cloths

Plaza Hotel Casino open

Venezuela, McGuire (port)

Caracas, 3000ft above sea

Thousands of squatters in huts live there free, only pay for electricity.
Dress Code: no shorts, no tank tops.

US$1=12 Bolivars

Come to Merry Wiclow Lounge: Drinks are very expensive

pgl0

Wrote to :Renate, Chris, O. Erich, Mischi, llse, Rickards, Stoneburners, Wolf, T Hilde, Nehls, Cubic,
Lindings, Tina

Jamaica: 146m x 51 miles = 4411m squared

Pop 2.5 million

Kingston population 3/4 million
Coffee "the finest of the world" 87F average temperature, 95-60F
2 rainy seasons: May and October

80 inches of rain per year

80 years = average age

7/1 ratio women to men

55 Jamaican dollars average per week
5.99 per gallon for gas

25% unemployment

Playboy club closed and falling apart.
Ackee = red fruit, national dish
Roads narrow, winding, potholes
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Updates by Tina

As of 2022 Royal Caribbean International ships all fly under the flag of the Bahamas where the ships are
registered. Other cruise lines in the Royal Caribbean Group are flagged under the Malta flag. The headquarters
of Royal Caribbean is in Miami.

The cimbalom; Hungarian: or concert cimbalom is a type of chordophone composed of a large,
trapezoidal box on legs with metal strings stretched across its top and a dampening pedal underneath. It was
designed and created by V. Josef Schunda in 1874 in Budapest,based on his modifications to the existing
Hammered dulcimer instruments

The United States invasion of Grenada

began at dawn on 25 October 1983. The U.S. and a coalition of six Caribbean nations invaded the island
nation of Grenada, 100 miles (160 km)north of Venezuela. Codenamed Operation Urgent Fury by the U.S.
military, it resulted in military occupation within a few days.

The Reagan administration in the U.S. launched a military intervention following receipt of a formal
appeal for help from the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States. In addition, the Governor-General of
Grenada Paul Scoon secretly signaled he would also support outside intervention, but he put off signing a letter
of invitation until 26 October. President Reagan also acted due to "concerns over the 600 U.S. medical students
on the island” and fears of a repeat of the Iran hostage crisis

The date of the invasion is now a national holiday in Grenada called Thanksgiving Day, commemorating
the freeing of several political prisoners who were subsequently elected to office.



